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PREFACE

This concept of a sequential history of the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service
Assembly (PRAASA) was originated by Carl Binam in 1983-84.  The idea of a PRAASA history
was approved by the attendees at the 1984 PRAASA business meeting and Carl and Marge Kemp
produced the basic loose-leaf volume which was distributed to each Area of the Pacific Region.  One
copy was sent to each Pacific Region Delegate with the recommendation that the volume be placed
in that Area’s archives.

Carl’s plan had been for each PRAASA host committee to produce a new chapter chronicling
their PRAASA experience. That new chapter was then to be sent to each Area’s archives to be
incorporated into their volume. It was a simple plan that seemed to assure that all would have an up-
to-date history. But we almost immediately fell behind on the updates. Worse, most of the volumes
were eventually misplaced and, by early 1994, few were to be found in the archives of the areas.

At the 1994 PRAASA in Juneau, Greg Muth, Pacific Region Trustee, suggested that the
delegates appoint a committee to not only bring the history up-to-date, but also to replace material
missing from the traveling briefcase which historically has moved from host committee to host
committee. In a sense, this traveling briefcase is the “PRAASA archives” and it could be a rich
source of information on the successes and failures of previous committees.  Larry Cagnina, AK;
Burke Dykes, WA; and Don Johnson, OR were the three unfortunates that were saddled with the
assignment—and it has turned out to be a very interesting one!

The task is now done. Enthusiastic cooperation from some areas—and dead silence from a few
others—greeted our requests for information, financial reports, history write-ups, etc. All that we
could scratch up has been incorporated in the history and into the briefcase. Goldene Lahann had
been trying independently to update the PRAASA history and her efforts are gratefully included here.

This history is based on Marge and Carl’s original work. Marge’s files were converted to a
modern format by John Gehrmann of CNIA and that original text is unchanged although additional
material has been added in some places. These additions are primarily submissions that came in after
Carl’s original deadline and thus did not make it into the original. And, of course, many subsequent
chapters have been added.

Many of the figures in the original printing were almost unintelligible.  We were able to get
access to some of the original material and that was scanned into a digital format for incorporation
into this document and for safekeeping.  Where originals were not readily available, some of the old
copies were electronically scanned and, in some cases, digitally enhanced.

Appendix B has been added to include the historic roster of Pacific Region Delegates that Al
Hendricks has maintained for the last few years.  This is more than a historic roster—the addresses
and phone numbers of the living delegates are kept up to date as much as possible making these past
delegates more accessible to those of us with less service experience.  Changes in this information
should be forwarded to Al in order to keep this information current.

Copies of all of the digital information used to generate this history are stored in both the
California Northern Interior Area Archives and in the Washington Area Archives.

Burke Dykes
February 1995
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FORWARD

This is the history of the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA).
A copy of this history may be found in the archives of each area within the Pacific Region.

The purpose of this history is to make a permanent record of the formation and progress of the
Assembly. It is hoped that it will provide an insight into the trials, tribulations and gratifications
encountered during the growth of the Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly.

The history consists of two sections. Wherever possible, these sections have been written by
those people who were directly or indirectly involved in the Assembly. Thus, the participation and
personal touch of the individual, which is so vital to Alcoholics Anonymous, has been captured.

The first section gives the history of how each individual Assembly was organized. The second
section contains the memories of people who have attended the various assemblies. Each one has
contributed immensely to the success of each assembly. Without the moral support of each
individual, the Assembly would never have survived. Sincere thanks are hereby extended to those
many thousands throughout the Pacific region who have helped make PRAASA a success both by
their involvement and their presence.

It is believed the experience and benefits derived from the Assembly have been valuable to an
untold number of people and Alcoholics Anonymous in general. The impact it has had on the
Fellowship is probably immeasurable.

It is requested that at the conclusion of each Assembly, the hosting committee prepare a history
of that particular event. This will be added to the History Section. A copy of this history will be sent
to the archives of each Area within the Pacific Region, to be added to their volume. In this way the
history will be self-perpetuating and will be current at all times.

Recovery, Unity, and Service should always be paramount and foremost in the actions and
spirit of the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly.

PRAASA Archives Committee

Carl Binam, Chairman



Page iv



Page v

Table of Contents

Part One: The History of PRAASA

First Western General Service Assembly

Fresno, California, January 26-28, 1968............................................................................. 1

Second Western General Service Assembly

Reno, Nevada, January 24-26, 1969 ................................................................................. 19

Third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Phoenix, Arizona, April 10-12, 1970................................................................................ 29

Fourth Annual Pacific region AA Service Assembly

Santa Maria, California, March 5-7, 1971 ........................................................................ 39

Fifth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Pasco, Washington, March 3-5, 1972 ............................................................................... 45

Sixth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Las Vegas, Nevada, March 2-4, 1973 ............................................................................... 47

Seventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Boise, Idaho, March 1-3, 1974.......................................................................................... 49

Eighth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Salt Lake City, Utah, February 28-March 2, 1975............................................................ 51

Ninth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tucson, Arizona, March 5-6, 1976 ................................................................................... 53

Getting the Bid ....................................................................................................... 53

Advance Preparations ....................................................................................................... 53

The Assembly Weekend ................................................................................................... 55

Business Meeting ....................................................................................................... 55

Tenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Seattle, Washington, March 4-6, 1977.............................................................................. 57

Letter from Angus Lamont................................................................................................ 58

Eleventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Honolulu, Hawaii, March 3-5, 1978 ................................................................................. 61

Twelfth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Sparks, Nevada, March 9-11, 1979................................................................................... 65

Thirteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Anaheim, California, February 29-March 2, 1980............................................................ 67

Fourteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Anchorage, Alaska, February 27-March 1, 1981 .............................................................. 71

Fifteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Portland, Oregon, March 5-7, 1982 .................................................................................. 73



Page vi

Sixteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Santa Clara, California, March 4-6, 1983 ......................................................................... 75

Seventeenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Diego, California, March 2-4, 1984........................................................................... 77

Eighteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Pocatello, Idaho, March 1-3, 1985.................................................................................... 79

Nineteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Las Vegas, Nevada, March 1986 ...................................................................................... 81

Twentieth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Sacramento, California, March 1987 ................................................................................ 83

Twenty-first Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Salt Lake City , Utah, March 4-6, 1988 ............................................................................ 87

Twenty-second Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Honolulu, Hawaii, March 3-5, 1989 ................................................................................. 89

Twenty-third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Bakersfield, California, March 1990................................................................................. 91

Twenty-fourth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tucson, Arizona, March 1-3, 1991 ................................................................................... 95

Twenty-fifth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Portland, Oregon, March 6-8, 1992 .................................................................................. 99

Twenty-sixth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Torrance, California, March 4-7, 1993 ........................................................................... 103

Twenty-seventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Juneau, Alaska, March 4-6, 1994.................................................................................... 107

Twenty-eighth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tacoma, Washington, March 3-5, 1995........................................................................... 109

Twenty-ninth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Jose, California, March 1-3, 1996............................................................................. 113

Thirtieth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Diego, California, March 7-9, 1997.......................................................................... 117

Thirty-first Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assemblyt

Boise, Idaho, March 6-8, 1998          (No Report from Area 18)..................................... 123

Thirty-second Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, March 5-7, 1999          (No Report from Area 17)....................... 125

Thirty-third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Ogden, Utah, March 3-5, 2000 ........................................................................................ 127



Page vii

Part Two:  Memory Lane -- Personal Recollections of PRAASA

Pat Sims ......................................................................................................................................M-1

Carl Binam, Santa Maria, California ..........................................................................................M-3

Fran Polek, Spokane, Washington ............................................................................................M-13

Jan Polek, Spokane, Washington ..............................................................................................M-17

Ted Knightlinger, Tacoma, Washington...................................................................................M-21

Clyde Davis, Calimesa, California............................................................................................M-23

Bob Pearson, General Service Office........................................................................................M-25

Lola Bookser, Lodi, California .................................................................................................M-27

Joe Kirk, Cathedral City, California .........................................................................................M-31

Diane Malane, San Bruno, California.......................................................................................M-33

George Grimstad, Peoria, Arizona............................................................................................M-35

Marge Kemp, Broderick, California .........................................................................................M-37

Les Echols, Phoenix, Arizona ..................................................................................................M-41

Win Schussman, Fairfield, California.......................................................................................M-43

Gladee Toussaint, Las Vegas, Nevada......................................................................................M-45

Diane Olsen, Saratoga, California.............................................................................................M-47
Eric Bergman, Seattle, Washington................................................................................................ M-49

Anonymous, Hawaii, 1989........................................................................................................M-55

Appendix A:  The Early Guidelines and Subsequent Updates

PRAASA Guidelines, the 1972 Original .................................................................................... A-1

PRAASA Guidelines, 1975 Revision ......................................................................................... A-4

PRAASA Guidelines, 1976 Revision ......................................................................................... A-7

PRAASA Guidelines, 1977 Revision ....................................................................................... A-10

PRAASA Guidelines, 1978 Revision ....................................................................................... A-13

PRAASA Guidelines, 1992 Revision ....................................................................................... A-16

PRAASA Guidelines; 1999 Revision ....................................................................................... A-19

PRAASA Guidelines; 2000 Revision ....................................................................................... A-21



Page viii

Appendix B:  The Delegates of the Pacific Region Delegates
Alaska Area..................................................................................................................................B-1

Arizona Area................................................................................................................................B-2

Southern California Area .............................................................................................................B-3

California Northern Coastal Area ................................................................................................B-4

California Northern Interior Area ................................................................................................B-5

San Diego-Imperial Area .............................................................................................................B-6

Mid-Southern Area ......................................................................................................................B-7

Hawaii Area .................................................................................................................................B-8

Idaho Area....................................................................................................................................B-9

Nevada Area...............................................................................................................................B-10

Oregon Area...............................................................................................................................B-11

Utah Area ...................................................................................................................................B-12

Washington Area .......................................................................................................................B-13



Page ix





PART 1:

A Sequential History
 of PRAASA





PRAASA History Page 1

CHAPTER 1

First Western General Service Assembly

Fresno, California, January 26-28, 1968

The first Western General Service Assembly was held in Fresno, California, January 26, 27 and
28, 1968.

As early as 1955, Stan Wilsey, then Conference Delegate from California Northern Coastal
Area, spoke to the other three California delegates about holding a statewide conference of some
sort, but no agreement could be reached among the four California delegates, and the plan was
abandoned at that time.

In 1967, Mrs. Pat Sims of Watsonville, California, was elected as California Northern Coastal
Area (CNCA) delegate.  During the annual meeting in New York in April of that year, she spoke to
the other four California delegates (San Diego-Imperial had been added by that time), but the only
delegate to express interest in a statewide conference was Ken Kott from California Northern Interior
Area (CNIA).  However, in further discussions, Paul Roberts, Arizona delegate, and Les Echols,
Nevada delegate, expressed interest in holding a three-state conference to discuss General Service
matters.

Upon her return to California, Pat Sims immediately contacted Stan Wilsey in Fairfax,
California.  Stan had served as secretary of the Northern California Council of Alcoholics
Anonymous (NCC) for several terms and was thoroughly familiar with putting on special
conferences, assemblies and other special events.  Pat asked Stan if he would act as general chairman
and put together a three-state conference, including Arizona, Nevada, CNCA and CNIA.  Pat Sims
and Ken Kott volunteered to act as co-host for such an event.   While this conversation was going on,
Edward Drozda, delegate from the State of Oregon, wrote to ask if his state could be included in such
a conference.

Stan Wilsey agreed to act as general chairman and was enthusiastic about putting together a
special assembly in early 1968; however, he suggested it should include all states and/or areas within
the Pacific Region.  He contacted all delegates within the Pacific Region, with the exception of the
delegate from the State of Idaho (Stan later admitted this was a clear and inadvertent oversight on his
part and apologized for his actions at a later date).  He received an immediate reply from Ralph
Bruksos, delegate from the State of Washington, in acceptance; and gradually received word from all
delegates within the region, including Alaska and Hawaii, expressing some interest in participating. 
Stan thereupon set out to produce the first Regional AA Service Assembly.

From his past experience with NCC, Stan determined that the best location, geographically and
for all concerned, would be Fresno, California, and he contacted the Fresno Convention Bureau and
tentatively arranged to reserve the Convention Center located at 700 M Street, for the dates January
26-28, 1968.  He sent a questionnaire to all Pacific Region Area delegates and committee chairmen,
requesting particulars to go forward with planning a program for this assembly (See Figure 1-1).

Eric Bergman, State of Washington, had just been elected Pacific Regional Trustee, and Stan
got in touch with him at once to request his presence.  Eric so agreed, and was to be featured as the
Friday night speaker.  Stan determined the name of this assembly would be the “Western General
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Service Assembly.”  A chronological diary of Stan’s actions, entitled “Story of the First Western
General Service Assembly,” is reproduced in Figure 1-2.  CNCA and CNIA formally agreed to be
co-host for this assembly.  In addition, North Coastal volunteered an advance of $500 as expense
money to carry this action forward.  This sum later was repaid to the CNCA treasury.

The first Western General Service Assembly was held as scheduled with some 300 paid
registrants (an actual count taken at the Saturday night meeting showed 500 people present).  The
program for this first assembly is show in Figure 1-3.  Stan’s “Final Report of General Chairman and
Recommendation,” dated February 20, 1968, is reproduced in Figure 1-4.  It will be noted that he
seriously recommended that consideration be given to holding such a Western General Service
Assembly as an annual event.  Stan further enclosed a suggested “Resolution:  to be adopted by the
Delegates of the Pacific Region,”(Figure 1-5).  It is to be noted that Stan suggested a different time of
year for holding such an assembly.

(Due to the death of Stan Wilsey some years earlier, the preceding information was compiled
by Dean Kirkham, January, 1984)
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FIGURE 1-1(a)  Stan Wilsey’s letter to the Pacific Region delegates announcing plans for the first
“Western General Service Assembly,” the forerunner to the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous
Service Assembly (PRAASA).
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FIGURE 1-1(b)  Stan Wilsey’s letter to the Pacific Region delegates announcing plans for the first
“Western General Service Assembly,” the forerunner to the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous
Service Assembly (PRAASA).
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FIGURE 1-1(c)  The questionaire which Stan sent out to get some feedback to help in planning the
first “Western General Service Assembly,” the forerunner to the Pacific Region Alcoholics
Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA).
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FIGURE 1-1(d)  The questionaire which Stan sent out to get some feedback to help in planning the
first “Western General Service Assembly,” the forerunner to the Pacific Region Alcoholics
Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA).
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FIGURE 1-1(e)  The questionaire which Stan sent out to get some feedback to help in planning the
first “Western General Service Assembly,” the forerunner to the Pacific Region Alcoholics
Anonymous Service Assembly (PRAASA).
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FIGURE 1-2(a)  Reproduction of Stan’s chronology of the first Western General Service Assembly
which was held in Fresno in 1968
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FIGURE 1-2(b)  Reproduction of Stan’s chronology of the first Western General Service Assembly
which was held in Fresno in 1968
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FIGURE 1-2(c)  Reproduction of Stan’s chronology of the first Western General Service Assembly
which was held in Fresno in 1968
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FIGURE 1-3  The program of the first PRAASA.  This regional service assembly was known as the
Western General Service Assembly for its first two years.
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FIGURE 1-4(a)  Stan Wilsey’s final report of the first Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 1-4(b)  Stan Wilsey’s final report of the first Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 1-4(c)  Stan Wilsey’s final report of the first Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 1-4(d)  Stan Wilsey’s final report of the first Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 1-5(a)  This suggested resolution was circulated to the Pacific Region Delegates right after
the successful Fresno Western General Service Assembly.  Although not immediately accepted, this
was the prelude to the PRAASA Guidelines we still adhere to today.
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FIGURE 1-5(b)  This suggested resolution was circulated to the Pacific Region Delegates right after
the successful Fresno Western General Service Assembly.  Although not immediately accepted, this
was the prelude to the PRAASA Guidelines we still adhere to today.
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CHAPTER 2

Second Western General Service Assembly

Reno, Nevada, January 24-26, 1969

The second Western General Service Assembly was held in Reno, Nevada, January 24, 25 and
26, 1969.

In a report dated April 11, 1968, Stan Wilsey announced there had been a bid for 1969 from
Reno, Nevada to hold the second Western General Service Assembly.  This was agreed upon at the
1968 [General Service] Conference by the Pacific Region delegates, who asked Stan to act once
more as general chairman.  He agreed to do so, and the second Western General Service Assembly
was scheduled January 24-26, 1969 in the Pioneer Theater Auditorium, Reno, Nevada.  Les Echols
agreed to act as program chairman for this 1969 event, and Jerry Hodges, Reno, agreed to act as host
city chairman.  For this second assembly, Stan corrected his former error and invited the delegate
from the State of Idaho to participate.  A letter from Stan to Eric Bergman, dated June 22, 1968, is
reproduced in Figure 2-1.

The second Western General Service Assembly also was a success, with a total of 336 paid
registrants.  The total attendance at the Saturday night meeting was estimated at 300 people.  The
primary reason for this lessening of the audience was that during this weekend, Reno experienced
one of its worst blizzards in many years and many people who planned to attend were unable to get
into the city, since all roads in and out were closed and the airport was closed to all traffic.  Many
people who did attend were unable to leave the city until the following Monday or Tuesday because
all major highways in and out of the city were closed.

The “Final Report of General Chairman,” dated March 5, 1969, is shown in Figure 2-2.  As of
that date, there had been bids for the 1970 assembly from Fresno, San Luis Obispo and Yosemite
Valley, all in California.  None of these bids had been acted upon.

At the Conference in New York in 1969, the Pacific Region Delegates accepted a bid for a
1970 assembly to be held in Phoenix, Arizona and the chairman for this event was selected as Red
Dillon of Phoenix.  The delegates also passed a resolution at the 1969 Conference which re-named
the assembly as “The Pacific Region AA Service Assembly,” and determined the dates of the
assembly would be April 10-12, 1970.  A copy of a letter from Stan Wilsey, dated August 3, 1969, is
shown in Figure 2-3.

 (Due to the death of Stan Wilsey some years earlier, the preceding information was compiled
by Dean Kirkham, January, 1984)
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FIGURE 2-1(a)  Letter from Stan Wilsey to Eric Bergman and the Pacific Region Delegates
announcing preliminary informations on the second Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 2-1(b)  Letter from Stan Wilsey to Eric Bergman and the Pacific Region Delegates
announcing preliminary informations on the second Western General Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 2-2(a)  Stan’s final report on the Second Western General Service Assembly which had
been held in Reno, Nevada.
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FIGURE 2-2(b)  Stan’s final report on the Second Western General Service Assembly which had
been held in Reno, Nevada.
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FIGURE 2-2(c)  Stan’s final report on the Second Western General Service Assembly which had
been held in Reno, Nevada.
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FIGURE 2-2(d)  Stan’s final report on the Second Western General Service Assembly which had
been held in Reno, Nevada.
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FIGURE 2-3(a)  Stan’s letter to Red Dillon and all Pacific Region delegates after the delegates
selected Phoenix as the 1970 site and Red as the Chairman of the, now renamed, Pacific Region
Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly. (Stan quoted a variation of the new name).
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FIGURE 2-3(b)  Stan’s letter to Red Dillon and all Pacific Region delegates after the delegates
selected Phoenix as the 1970 site and Red as the Chairman of the, now renamed, Pacific Region
Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly. (Stan quoted a variation of the new name).
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FIGURE 2-3(c)  Stan’s letter to Red Dillon and all Pacific Region delegates after the delegates
selected Phoenix as the 1970 site and Red as the Chairman of the, now renamed, Pacific Region
Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly. (Stan quoted a variation of the new name).
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CHAPTER 3

Third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Phoenix, Arizona, April 10-12, 1970

The third annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly was held at the Hotel Westward Ho,
Phoenix, Arizona, on April 10, 11 and 12, 1970.

The name had been changed from Western General Service Assembly to Pacific Region AA
Service Assembly after the second one, which was held in Reno, Nevada.

Stan Wilsey served as general chairman and Red Dillon served as chairman.  They have both
passed away.  There doesn’t seem to be any information available concerning the implementation of
the assembly.

Hopefully the following enclosures will be of interest and perhaps helpful.

Figure 3-1:  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, 11/23/69.

Figure 3-2:  Letter from Red Dillon to Eric Bergman, 12/1/69.

Figure 3-3:  Assembly flyer.

Figure 3-4:  Assembly flyer.

Figure 3-5:  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, 3/28/70.

Figure 3-6:  Assembly program.

Figure 3-7:  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, 5/30/70.

The business meeting was held in Red Dillon’s hotel room and was not open to the whole
assembly.  The controversy that had prevailed in Reno had carried over into this assembly.  This was
obvious at the business meeting.  However, it did not seem to affect the rest of the program.  The
assembly was well attended and the participation was very good.  It had been changed to a later date
so the weather was good.  It was closer, also, to the General Service Conference, which was helpful.

     (Submitted by Carl Binam, 1970 PRAASA attendee, 17 April 1985)
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FIGURE 3-1  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, November 23, 1969.
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FIGURE 3-2  Letter from Red Dillon to Eric Bergman, December 1, 1969.
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FIGURE 3-3(a)  The Flyer for the Third Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 3-3(b)  The Flyer for the Third Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 3-4  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, March 28, 1970.
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FIGURE 3-5(a)  Program for the Third Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 3-5(b)  Program for the Third Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly.
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FIGURE 3-6  Letter from Red Dillon to Carl Binam, May 30, 1969.
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CHAPTER 4

Fourth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Santa Maria, California, March 5-7, 1971

This is the history of the 4th Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.  It was held 5-6-7
March 1971.  It was held at the Holiday Inn on East Main Street in Santa Maria, California.  This is
located in the 22nd District of the Southern California Assembly Area.  This history is being
prepared by Carl Binam of Santa Maria, California.  The information is based on minutes, notes,
flyer, programs, etc., of the Assembly.  I served as chairman.

It will be necessary to briefly go back to the first three Assemblies to place this one in its proper
perspective.  I attended those Assemblies as an observer and participant.

a). The first one was held in Fresno, California in January 1968.  The business meeting was
held at a hotel downtown and it wasn’t open to everyone.  I was the general service
representative (GSR) for the Santa Maria Valley Group but wasn’t invited to attend. 
They didn’t take in enough money to meet expenses.  At the closing meeting they placed
cans at the door and asked for donations to make up for the deficit.  Stan Wilsey was the
general chairman.

b). The second one was held in Reno, Nevada in January 1969.  The business meeting was
held in a side meeting room and wasn’t open to everyone.  I was district committee man
(DCM) for the 22nd District and Roy Sherrill was the alternate delegate for the Southern
California Assembly Area, but we weren’t invited.  We went anyway.  There was a lot of
confusion and controversy at the meeting.  Stan Wilsey was the general chairman.

C). The third one was held in April 1970 in Phoenix, Arizona.  I had submitted a bid through
our area delegate, Art Kolkmann, for it, but Phoenix was selected.  The business meeting
was held in a hotel room and was not open to everyone.  I was invited to attend.  There
was a lot of confusion and controversy at the meeting.  Stan Wilsey was general
chairman.  The name had been changed after the Reno Assembly from Western General
Service Assembly to Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.  The old name had caused a
lot of problems and concern.  They asked for bids for 1971.  There were no bids.  Due to
many controversies concerning the Assembly no one wanted to host it.  I was asked if
Santa Maria would host it.  We had bid for it the year before.  I said that I’d go home and
see.  I found a place, the Holiday Inn, and then I notified our delegate, Art Kolkmann. 
Santa Maria was accepted by the delegates in New York as the site for the 1971 Pacific
Region AA Service Assembly.  I was asked to serve as chairman.

I didn’t have any guidelines to go by for putting the Assembly together.  All I had was the
experience gained at the previous three Assemblies.  The sentiment and general feelings of those
connected with the past Assemblies was less than enthusiastic.  I was pretty well left alone to do as I
saw fit.  Les Echols came by and looked at the facilities and felt they were fine.  He had been
involved in the one at Reno in 1969.  I talked some to our delegates, Art Kolkmann.  He came by and
looked at the facilities and felt they were fine.
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I selected a committee which consisted of Roy Sherrill, secretary, Evelyn Brummel, treasurer,
and I was the chairman.  So, we had a committee of three people.  My wife, Opal, helped a lot.  She
ran a lot of errands.  She gave me a lot of encouragement also.  We had plenty of help from the 22nd
District on the registration table on the days of the Assembly.  A lot of local people didn’t think that
we could put on such an event.  They wondered where these people were coming from.  Many of
them came by just to satisfy their curiosity.  They were convinced.

Initially, I selected the second week in March to hold the Assembly.  Stan Wilsey called and
said that those dates conflicted with the Northern California conference, so, I changed the Assembly
date to the first weekend in March.

The Holiday Inn asked for a commitment to fill 100 rooms.  Based on the happenings at the
previous Assemblies I was in doubt about such a commitment.  I talked to Roy Sherrill and he felt we
probably could.  So, we made the commitment.  The Holiday Inn handled all the room reservations
on a first come, first served basis.  They extended the check out time until after the last meeting. 
They furnished coffee for $1.00 per gallon.  We used 130 gallons of coffee and paid $136.65 for it. 
They set up a buffet for us.  We didn’t have a banquet.  It worked out very fine.  The Holiday Inn was
very cooperative and assisted us throughout the Assembly.  Our relationship was excellent.

Red Dillon had served as host chairman in Phoenix.  I met Red at the Palm Springs Roundup in
June 1970.  We discussed many things concerning the Assembly.  He gave me a check for $603.81. 
This was the balance from the one in Phoenix.  He had started with $70.00 from the previous two
combined.

Opal and I made up a mailing list.  When we got through sorting and indexing, we had 690
names on the list.

We had 3,000 flyers printed up. I did not list Stan Wilsey as general chairman.  Listing him as
general chairman had caused some controversy and problems in the past.  On 18 August, flyers were
mailed to all Pacific Region delegates and the trustee, Eric Bergman.  All flyers had been mailed by 2
September.  A total of 723 letters.  The first registrations came in on 25 August, mine, Opal, Ed and 
Muriel Brown.  On 31 August, I had a letter from Edith Stoner of Idaho.  She said that several would
be coming from Idaho.

I wrote GSO about the Assembly.  Hazel Rice answered saying that they would help in any way
they could.  She put it in Box 459 and the Grapevine.  Waneta New became Conference Secretary on
15 September.  I worked with her from then on.  She was very cooperative and helpful.

On 16 September we had received 22 registrations.  This gave us $5.65 over the $603.81 that
we had started with.

I attended the Northern California Conference in Santa Rosa in October.  I met with Stan
Wilsey, Ralph Wagy, Ed Brown and others there.  I briefed them on what had been done to date. 
They were pleased.  In October at the Southern California Convention in Bakersfield, we had a
meeting with Hal Cornelius, Ed Brown, Ellery Stowell and Art Kolkmann, all California delegates.  I
briefed them on the Assembly.  They made various suggestions that they thought would be helpful.

At the Southern California Area Assembly in November 1970 I was elected delegate for the
Area, Panel 21, 1971-72.
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I wrote to Aura Christenson, Al-Anon delegate, concerning their participation and program, if
any.  They did participate and held their meetings in the O’Dwyer Room in the Marion Hospital. 
Ginny Marks served as their host city chairman.

Waneta New sent me the Conference agenda items just as soon as she got them.  These topics
were used as panel topics for the program.  This was the first time this had been done.  Panelists from
different parts of the Region spoke on these.  Then, there was a question and answer period after all
panelists had spoken.  Everyone who wished to could participate.  This method proved to be very
satisfactory and helpful.  The delegates became better informed because they heard many views from
many different Areas.  In 1971, the Pacific Region delegates were noted as being the best informed
delegates at the General Service Conference in New York.

The second mailing of flyers was made on 23 January 1971.  The list had grown to 81.

I received the 100th registration on 10 February.  I finished making up the program.  I used only
those who had pre-registered.  Even though I didn’t know many of them, I felt if they were willing to
spend the time and money to come they would have something to offer.  This proved to be 100%
correct.  I notified each panelist, by letter, of their selection to serve on a panel and what their topic
was.  I wanted to give them a chance to do their homework.  They did it well.  The panels were
scheduled so there would be a 30-minute break between panels.  This gave adequate time for coffee,
visiting, etc.

Opal and I checked into the Holiday Inn on 4 March.  I set up the literature stand that I had
built.

Saturday evening George S. Hobbs, Jr., mayor of Santa Maria welcomed us.  Eric Bergman,
Pacific Region Trustee, was the AA speaker.

The business meeting was held on Saturday night.  Some specific things should be noted:

a). It was an open meeting, which was a first.  Only closed business meetings had been held
in the past.  There were microphones set up on the floor and all AA members could
participate if they so desired.

B). A draft of a set of guidelines for the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly was presented.
 Copies had been distributed prior to the business meeting.  I had drawn these up so there
would be something to help guide future hosting committees.  The Assembly approved
the draft as a foundation.  The delegates were to set up a committee to submit a final
draft.  This was done at the Pacific Region delegates’ meeting at the General Service
Conference in New York.  Those appointed were Carl Binam (CA), chairman, Shorty
Hofstedt (WA), Dick Toussaint (NV) and Bob Allen (HI).

c). There were four bids submitted to host future Assemblies.  Two for 1972, Washington
and Nevada.  Two for 1973, Idaho and Southern California Coastal Area.  This was most
gratifying considering there were no bids for 1970.

d). Pasco, Washington was later selected by the delegates as the site for the 1972 Assembly.

All meetings were taped by Roy Hodges of Lompoc, California.

A very odd thing happened.  I did not receive any complaints about the Assembly.  Not even
one.
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We had a total of 252 registrations.  We netted $745.82, which gave us a balance of $1,349.63.
 I sent $1,000 to Shorty, the chairman of the 1972 Assembly.  I also sent a copy of the mailing list
and other pertinent documents.  The balance of $349.63 was sent to GSO.

Hosting the Assembly was a most gratifying experience.  There was a lot of work doing it.  A
larger committee would probably have been helpful.  Considering the problems in the past it worked
out better this way.  The good that came from the Assembly far outweighed the work.  I’m grateful to
have been a part of and not a part from.

Carl V. Binam, Chairman

Fourth Pacific Region AA Service Assembly
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FIGURE 4-1  The flyer for the Fourth Pacific Region A.A. Service Assembly in Santa Maria.
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CHAPTER 5

Fifth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Pasco, Washington, March 3-5, 1972

The following information was taken from the program, financial report and the business
meeting minutes of the 5th Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.

The 5th annual PRAASA was held March 3, 4 and 5, 1972.  It was held at the Red Lion Motor
Inn in Pasco, Washington.

Shorty H. of Kennewick, Washington served as the chairman.  There were 10 panels plus the
Saturday night speaker meeting.  George Grimstad of Phoenix, Arizona, the Pacific Region trustee,
was the speaker.

There were 309 registrations, including Al-Anon.  They were very lenient about registrations
for occasional visitors, late comers and known hardship cases.  There was a cash surplus of $610.20
sent to General Service Office.  The reserve fund remained at $1,000.00.

A delegates’ luncheon was held also.  Al-Anon held their own meetings.

A business meeting was held March 4, 1972.  On August 16, 1971, a paper was written on
guidelines for future Pacific Region assemblies.  Shorty H. read these to this session.  A motion was
made that they be accepted as read.  This was unanimously adopted.  Treasurer’s report on Santa
Maria 1971 assembly was read and accepted.  Bids for the 1973 assembly were received from
Nevada and Idaho.

 (Compiled by Carl Binam September 18, 1985.  Those involved with the implementation of
the Assembly were requested to submit pertinent information but did not respond.)
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CHAPTER 6

Sixth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Las Vegas, Nevada, March 2-4, 1973

The Sixth annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly was held on March 2, 3 and 44, 1973. 
It was held at the Stardust Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada.  There were 600 registered.

Al-Anon participated.

People were not interested in a banquet and not even a thought of a dance.  A good time was
had by all.

In 1971, the first year I was delegate, Shorty [Hofstedt] got the PRAASA to the tri-cities in
Washington.  I didn’t know how to ask for it until I listened to Shorty’s request.  The next year I
knew how to present my case and we got it for the Spring of 1973, which was after Bob Horrigan of
Sparks, Nevada was delegate.

Joni Barclay helped put ours on at the Stardust Hotel.  It really raised the standard of service in
our Area.

(Submitted by Dick Toussaint, January 1985, 1973 Chairman)
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CHAPTER 7

Seventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Boise, Idaho, March 1-3, 1974

The 7th annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly was held in Boise, Idaho, March 1, 2 and
3, 1974.  It was held at the Rodeway Inn.

When Ted B., Edith S. and I, and others, decided to make a bid for the assembly, we had two
primary purposes in mind:

1. We wanted to stimulate more interest in “AA and its principles” into the hearts of our
local members.

2. We wanted to see more of them active in Service work.

We felt the enthusiasm generated by all you “older-timers” would be a big help - and it was, it
was.

AA has grown nationally, but in Boise and Idaho it has grown phenomenally.  There are far
more people devoted to service than ever before!  We have a central office.  Our assemblies and
conferences are much better attended and run much more smoothly.  “Yes, the 1974 Assembly was a
huge success!”

I am grateful to have had a part in the assembly - but the real success of it is due to the
dedication and hard work by all of you “lovely” people who came to share with us.

The registration was in the neighborhood of 325 to 340.  There were 495 who attended the
banquet and the last night’s affair.

The first bid was made in 1972.  The second bid was made in 1973.

All material was turned over to the next committee in June or July 1974.

Al-Anon participated.

(Submitted by Harold Porr, chairman 1974 assembly.  Letters received by the Archive
Committee May 1984 and January 1985.)
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CHAPTER 8

Eighth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Salt Lake City, Utah, February 28-March 2, 1975

The following information was taken from the program and business meeting minutes of the
8th annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.

The 8th annual PRAASA was held February 28, March 1 and 2, 1975.  It was held at the
Rodeway Inn in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Bill T. of Salt Lake City served as the chairman.  There were seven panels plus the Saturday
night speaker meeting, the Sunday morning meeting and the Ask-it-Basket.  The speakers for
Saturday night were Shauna S., Centerville, UT, Alateen; Holly C., New York, N.Y. (Al-Anon
Family Group World Service Office), Al-Anon; and Margaret C., Agawam, MA, (United States
trustee), AA.

Al-Anon held their own meetings during the weekend.

A business meeting was held.  General Article 6 of the PRAASA guidelines was deleted by
vote of the Assembly.  Under old business, Al M. re-read a resolution that the Pacific Region elect
their own candidate for trustee by a vote of all delegates and past delegates.  A vote was asked for
and the resolution was dropped.  Jim R. of California presented a resolution that a rotating committee
be established to administer the Pacific Region Service Assembly.  The resolution was deferred to
the 1976 Assembly.  Wesley S of Arizona presented a proposal that the site be on a scheduled,
rotating basis.  It was agreed to discuss this at the 1976 PRAASA.  Bids to host the 1976 Assembly
were submitted Hawaii, Arizona and Southern California.

(Compiled by Carl Binam, September 18, 1985.  Those involved with the implementation of
the Assembly were requested to submit pertinent information but did not respond.)
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CHAPTER 9

Ninth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tucson, Arizona, March 5-6, 1976

The 9th annual PRAASA was held in Tucson, Arizona, March 5, 6 and 7, 1976.

In March of 1976, delegates and Alcoholics Anonymous members from the nine westernmost
states gathered in Tucson, Arizona to celebrate the 9th annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly
(PRAASA).

The visitors might have expected the Sonoran Desert to welcome them with brilliant sunshine,
and even the first showing of fast-blooming wild desert flowers.  Instead, there was a late snow storm
which whitened the surrounding mountains and blanketed the city with two inches of snow.

The weekend was characterized by a series of lively panel discussions covering various topics
of AA Service.

Al-Anon and Alateen were also well represented and each fellowship had a full program of
speakers and participation meetings.

At the Tucson Assembly, a controversy which had been building for most of a year came to a
head.  The greater part of the business meeting was given over to heated exchanges concerning the
voting privileges of assembly attendees.

Getting the Bid

The first bid to hold the assembly in Tucson was made in Boise, Idaho in 1974.  Joe Fite was
attending his first PRAASA and made a bid for Arizona to be host for 1975.  He recalled that this
first bid was based more on emotion than on practical planning.  Having become addicted in Boise,
he attended again the following year in Salt Lake City.  This time there was a more mature bid
presented for the ’76 meeting.

On April 24, 1975, at the delegates’ meeting in New York, a vote was taken.  Arizona’s bid
was accepted by a majority of nine to four over the southern California bid.  Don Hickerson, who
was coordinator of Tucson’s Central Office at the time, remembered getting a call from Wesley
Smith (Smitty), the Arizona delegate.

“You got it!”  Smitty told him.

As outgoing delegate, Smitty was the nominal chairman of the event, but as he lived in Black
Canyon City, about 150 miles away, a site chairman had to be found.  Joe Fite was chosen and took
the job of coordinating the preparations.

Advance Preparations

Smitty handed Joe a check for $1000.00 and a package containing guidelines from the General
Service Office, and material from previous PRAASA experience.  Joe appointed a committee and
began holding planning meetings with Bob Morris, who had also attended PRAASAs in 1974 and
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1975, and Kathy Bender Brooks.  Bob was elected treasurer and Kathy, executive secretary.  Joe also
contacted his Al-Anon sponsor, Patty Beck, so that Al-Anon and Alateen were a part of the team
right from the beginning.

One of Joe’s priorities was to correspond with his Service sponsor, Lucetta DeYoung, the
alternate delegate from Southern California Area.  Lucetta wrote a long letter to Joe, dated May 6,
1975, giving pertinent advice.  One suggestion concerning the assembly program was: “. . . take
agenda items from past Conference reports as far back as you can, and present them in question form
to table groups for discussion.”

This suggestion was followed, and nine panel discussions were mapped out and placed on the
program.  Lucetta also suggested that Tucson start having workshops about General Service so that
local members would know what it was all about.  These workshops did not materialize, but the
upcoming assembly was talked about at the Southern Arizona Service Assembly (SASA) each
month, enabling the GSRs who attended to carry information back to their groups.

After contacting local hotels, including the Ramada Inn, Joe and his committee decided to
accept the bid of the Braniff Place Hotel on West Broadway.  The hotel prepared a detailed data sheet
setting aside 100 rooms for the nights of March 5 and 6, as well as use of their meeting and banquet
rooms.  In some cases, concurrent meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon and Alateen were
scheduled, some in “breakaway” rooms, separated by folding walls.  Joe recalled that Al-Anon and
Alateen were the guests of A.A. in this respect.  Al-Anon registration money went directly to the
fellowship, none was used to pay for their meeting rooms.  As Patty Beck, the Al-Anon site
chairman, was very active in their Third Legacy, Al-Anon and Alateen were certainly not relegated to
a broom closet!

Mary DeFer and Irv Poissant of Phoenix, although not involved in the preplanning sessions,
were joint coffee chairpersons for the event.

Joe took one small measure which may have contributed substantially to the comfort of the
visitors.  He alerted the personnel of the hotel coffee shop and the eateries in the surrounding areas to
expect a “bunch of sober drunks” to patronize their establishments beginning at six or seven o’clock
Saturday and Sunday mornings.

Flyers were prepared and mailed out.  Smitty remembered that he and his wife addressed and
mailed out thousands. All groups in the Region, Intergroups, and Area officers received flyers.  They
were also sent outside the Region to all delegates in the country and to intergroups in Albuquerque
and El Paso.  In addition to registration information, the flyers included a check off box for those
interested in serving on a panel.

As the pre-registrations began coming in, the panels were put together and the program was
drawn up.  A separate program was prepared for the Al-Anon and Alateen schedule of events. 
Throughout the entire A.A. schedule no individual appeared twice, with the exception of Harry Lake,
the delegate from the Hawaii Area.  He chaired the Ask-it-Basket panel and also gave the closing
remarks.  Jim Smith, the incoming Arizona delegate, chaired the Sponsorship panel.  Joe recalled
that and effort was made to have the panels represent as wide a variety of geographical areas and
A.A. experience as possible.

All the Areas were well represented on the panels, with the exception of Oregon.  That Area
had not yet recognized the value of PRAASA.  There were three “grassroots” A.A. members from
there who were worked into the program.
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There was also a successful effort to include in each panel men, women, minorities, young and
old members.

The Ding-a-ling badges were the inspiration of Kathy Bender Brooks.  These were made by the
Tucson Convention Bureau and given away to entice conventions to the city.  They consisted of a
round pin-on badge with the inscription, “If you don’t meet in Tucson, you are a ding-a-ling,” and
carried a small copper cowbell suspended below.  Bob Morris remembers AAs getting together to
write the words, “PRSA Mar 5,6,7" on each of thousands of badges.  Everyone connected with the
assembly wore a badge to the International A.A. Convention held in July in Denver. The bulk of the
“Ding-a- lings” were given away at the convention.

The Assembly Weekend

The activities began at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, March 5, with the opening message by Joe Fite. 
Joe brought up the theme of the assembly, “Sponsorship - our Privilege and Responsibility.”

“Now, to touch on the responsibility part of our theme ’Sponsorship our Privilege and
responsibility.’  As I said, I have the privilege of setting up this assembly, but the guy who has all the
responsibility for the entire assembly is the past delegate for this area.  If you can find anything you
like about this affair, I will be glad to hear about it; on the other hand, if you have any complaints,
will you please give them to the person who is responsible.  Smitty, will you please stand up and take
a bow.”

Then, the panel discussions began, with topics from all areas of A.A. Service.  Bob Morris has
stated that the Regional Service Assemblies are “staging areas for those interested in service.  Places
where service-oriented AAs may go before a crowd and speak.”  Topics at the Tucson assembly
included, Attraction vs. Promotion, The Twelve Concepts, and Rotation - the Key to Sharing Service.
 The final one on Sunday morning was listed as the Ask-it-Basket, the panel where the important
questions are asked.

One issue which developed and was thoroughly talked out during one of these panel
discussions was, “Are we doing enough for blacks?”

The main speaker, who gave her talk after the banquet Saturday night, was Betty Liddle, a staff
worker at the General Service Office in New York.  There were also talks that evening by Al-Anon
and Alateen members.

Harry Lake of Pearl City, Hawaii, the delegate from that Area, closed the assembly Sunday
afternoon with a few brief words.  Don Hickerson’s most poignant memory of that weekend was a
visit by Harry to a midnight meeting held on Saturday night at Central Office.  “His story was so
beautiful,” recalled Don.  “It was a real spellbinder.”

Business Meeting

Probably the most memorable part of the 1976 assembly for most people was the business
meeting, held at 8:30 on Saturday morning.  Stan Wilsey, the Pacific Region Trustee, gave a brief
history of PRAASA and announced that this was a record attendance for an assembly meeting.  The
minutes of the Pacific Regional Delegates’ luncheon, which had been held in New York the previous
April, were read.  One paragraph in these minutes raised a storm of controversy.
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The second order of business was the appointment by Stan Wilsey of a committee to revise the
guidelines of the PRAASA.  They consisted of Jack Barnes (California Northern Interior), Joan
Barclay (Southern Nevada), George Dorsey (California Northern Coastal) and Natalie Schwanke
(Washington).  This committee would include the Northern California Interior Area proposal that
PRAASA not be a voting body in the guidelines.  Motion was made and seconded; the motion
carried.

This action was seen by some as an assumption of power by the delegates which rightfully
belonged to the assembly.  This faction held that the delegates had no authority to change the
guidelines of the assembly, and that PRAASA could set and change its own guidelines by vote of all
members present at the assembly, or “group conscience.”  The leader of the faction was Jim Shaw,
delegate of the Southern California Area.  Jim, who, as a delegate himself, had been present at the
luncheon meeting, had written a letter to all Pacific Region delegates.  In the letter he stated his
disagreement with the action taken.  Jim pointed out that the guidelines, since their adoption in 1972,
gave the delegates only one authority concerning the Regional Assembly, that of selection of a site. 
He stated that “Fellow A.A. members here and in other areas, too, find the denial of their own
personal expression of A.A. conscience to mean the exclusion of our Ultimate Authority . . . .”

Jim introduced a motion as follows:

“That the Pacific Region Service Assembly continue their voting procedures as outlined in the
existing guidelines and disregard any action taken by the delegates at the New York luncheon
in this past year regarding our voting procedures.”

In the discussion that followed, George Dorsey pointed out the rationale behind the delegates’
action, that his Area Committee “is extremely sensitive to the idea that this assembly might begin to
attempt to take some policy-making stand.”

After much further discussion the motion was voted upon and approved by a majority of
members present.  The authority for changing the PRAASA guidelines continued to be held within
the assembly itself, and changes are made only on a “group conscience” vote of those in attendance
at an assembly.

One beneficial result of the whole episode has been the clarification of PRAASA’s role in the
General Service structure.  The Regional Service Assembly does not serve as a policy-making body,
but exists, as its guidelines state, for the purpose of exchanging ideas and experience and providing
the opportunity for the discussion of pertinent aspects of Alcoholics Anonymous.

(Submitted by Suzanne Hicken, Tucson, Arizona.  This is as the people who were there
remember it.  This has been circulated to, and approved by the Arizonians who were involved.  Letter
dated September 3, 1985.)
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CHAPTER 10

Tenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Seattle, Washington, March 4-6, 1977

The 10th annual PRAASA was held March 4, 5 and 6, 1977, at the Olympic Hotel in Seattle,
Washington.  Natalie Schwanke served as chairperson for the Assembly.

I’m finally getting on the stick, as they say, and providing you with some of this PRAASA that
you need for history.  I have a letter that I’m enclosing from Angus and he has remembered many,
many areas of PRAASA, and I’m very thankful to him.

Unfortunately, Bob, who was the finance chairman, had all the records kept for a long time and,
subsequently, I think about a year ago, he threw them out.  So, we are really kind of doing a little
guess work on our statistics.  As I recall, there were a little over 800 at the banquet and also, I think,
it was close to 500 who attended all of this PRAASA, which was held at the Olympic Hotel in 1977.

As Angus mentioned, it was a great committee and I might say, as a chairperson of this, I had
the opportunity really to select a committee that was near perfect.  I think quite frequently when we
work in service, we try to bring people in from all over and to bring people up to probably help them
grow in service, to put on this particular kind of an assembly.  I didn’t feel a need to do that and so I
selected people who I thought would do a good job, who had expertise or worked well together and, I
thought, well, since I am going out, I will be rotating out of service after 17 years, and letting go, as
they say, I guess I wanted it to just be wonderful and I believe that this PRAASA was.

I recall selecting the Olympic Hotel, and of course, I think it was one of the great hotels in the
Seattle area;  I thought the facilities were marvelous and they were at that time known for their
banquet food, and I had,  all in all, good memories of the Olympic Hotel from hosting so many areas
of service and Pacific Northwest Conference throughout the years.

I don’t suppose, for myself, that I would ever dream of having anything more additional to do
on the scale of General Service.  It just never crossed my mind in 1977.  I would spiritually prepare
myself to let go of these leadership rolls that I had for a number of years and go back and serve the
group, and do a lot of 4th and 5th Step work, which has always been fulfilling to me.  With spiritual
help, I was able to let go of these kinds of “heady places,” I guess.  But, lo and behold, of course in
1982 I was elected the Pacific Regional Trustee and was tremendously thrilled and honored, and was
the first woman in the Pacific Region to serve as trustee.

Most of all, I don’t know if its always mentioned and, yet I don’t know if its in all of the history
about PRAASA, in relationship to the delegates.  There is no doubt in my mind that PRAASA has
contributed to the Pacific Regional delegates like perhaps no other Area in the United States and
Canada.  To my knowledge, there is not the kind of programs set up to provide the delegates with all
the material from the presentations and the agenda topics [for the annual conferences].  We have
been, I think, so successful in doing that. Not only do we make that contribution to the delegates but
also to the new GSRs and DCMs, the chair people and the alternate delegates.  All these people who
are on their way and who will continue to serve in newer capacities - certainly the PI (public
information) chair people.  I guess I could go on about PRAASA and its relationship to the service
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structure in the Pacific Region and, ultimately to the whole national scene, so on that level, I really
think that that needs to be particularly emphasized.

I really can’t think of anything else, other than that Angus wrote a lot of good things about it.  I
think we made a little money, not very much, and it is never intentioned to make any money, but
nobody ever wants to go in the hole.  To my knowledge, I don’t think anybody has.  It’s always
necessary to try to keep expenses down, but to provide everything that is needed for everyone who
does attend.  It’s a tremendous privilege to serve as a chairperson.  Bob Pearson spoke on Saturday
night.  It was one of the high points in my life as a delegate/past delegate.  What more can you say
about PRAASA?

(Submitted by Natalie Schwanke, 1977 PRAASA chairperson.  Tape made July 1985)

Letter from Angus Lamont

“PRAASA, March 1977 Olympic Hotel, Seattle.  My memories of this event are particularly
clear because it was the first time I had ever been on a convention committee.  It was a thrilling
experience right from the start.

“Sometime in the fall of 1976, Natalie S., who was the delegate for the Washington Area at the
time, announced that she was going to be chairperson, as it was going to be her ’Swan Song’ and she
intended to go out of office having fun.  She also stated that she would hand pick her committee. 
Bill E. and myself were highly flattered when she asked us to be part of the committee.  We each
were in our 5th year of sobriety and were DCM and alternate of District 18.  Both of us were
completely green.

“I remember one of the very first meetings we had with the Olympic Hotel caterers when it
became apparent why Bill had been picked.  We were discussing how many cups of coffee one could
get from a pound of coffee and how many gallons that would make.   Bill proved why he had been
picked for finance when we talked the cost of the hotel coffee down to about half of what they
wanted to charge.  You can’t fool an old coffee maker.

“Our committee met monthly in the Intergroup board room on Pine Street and the metal of the
members was immediately apparent when, right from the start, each person came with their
assignment complete.  I used to think that almost anyone of the committee was perfectly capable of
running the whole assembly themselves. Evelyne S., Joy S., Joyce S., Bob F., John H., Bill and
Natalie seemed always to come prepared.  The meetings took just the one hour so most of us were
able to slip off to a meeting afterward. Natalie kept talking about all the personalities who would be
at the Assembly, none of whom I knew, particularly the California people.  By the time of the event,
names were familiar, so I felt I knew them when we finally met.

“My job was publicity and the theme was ’The AA Group - Where it Begins.’  Natalie and I
decided to use the color scheme of the orange “group” pamphlet.  She made it clear from the start
that we were going to do things ’first class’ and not get hung up on saving pennies.

“In January, I took over the Washington Area Newsletter, so we tied the March issue in with
the Assembly.  I came up with a logo that included paper doll type people joined together in what I
thought looked like unity.  This immediately raised a protest from some of the committee who were
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fighting the new trend at the time of holding hands during the ’Lord’s Prayer.’  After discussion we
kept the logo.

“I remember Joyce S. and Natalie for the flowers.  They had flowers for everything - in the
hospitality room, on the hostesses, on podiums.  Then Vic B., the delegate from Hawaii, arrived with
some leis for some of the ladies.  Most of the Saturday proceedings are a bit of a blur, with several
people standing out in my memory.  I was very impressed with the fact that the panelists seemed to
have all come prepared with their topics thoroughly studied in advance.  I took notes.

“On the long term, working on this committee gave me the courage to be on many other
conference committees, none of which were as well run.  I have noted over the years that almost all
of the people involved have since chaired a conference.  They are all still around, sober and active in
the Fellowship.  I think of these people as special friends who mean a little more because we shared a
common experience.  Fears of whether it would be a success or whether we would ’go in the hole’
seem to be common to all conferences.  For a first time experience, there couldn’t have been a better
training or a better crew to learn from.  Someday I hope to be on one that is run as well.  But then,
optimism is what keeps us going.”

(Submitted by Angus Lamont.  Letter received August 3, 1985)
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CHAPTER 11

Eleventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Honolulu, Hawaii, March 3-5, 1978

The 11th annual PRAASA was held March 3, 4 and 5, 1978.  It was held at the Kuilima Hotel,
Honolulu, Hawaii.  Chairperson was Bob A. of Hawaii and co-chairperson was Vic B. of Hawaii.

There were six panels plus two alkathons, the Ask-it-Basket and the Saturday night banquet
and speaker meeting.  The A.A. speaker was Stan W. of California and the Al-Anon speaker was
Betty Wilson of Oregon.

A business meeting was held on Saturday.  It was chaired by Vic B. of Hawaii.

The preceding information was taken from the program.

Al-Anon held their own meetings.

(Compiled by Carl Binam September 18, 1985.  Those involved with the implementation of the
assembly were requested to submit pertinent information but did not respond in time for the initial
publication of this history.  See following.)

Prior to the establishment of the Hawaii AA Area in 1975, Hawaii AA members had attended
PRAASA’s and several had been active in PRAASA programs. Those members who had attended
PRAASA’s were unanimous in the feeling that it was a great benefit and quite valuable to AA in the
Pacific Region. When the Hawaii Area was established in 1975 one of the first recommendations
presented was to petition to host the PRAASA in Hawaii. The Hawaii Past Delegates were especially
supportive of this action.

Initial efforts were made to get as many as possible Hawaii AA members to attend PRAASA’s.
This was somewhat difficult due to time, distance and cost. However a number did attend
PRAASA’s and they added to the enthusiasm for a PRAASA to be held in Hawaii. This resulted in
the Hawaii Area Assembly voting to make a bid for the PRAASA to be held in Hawaii.

Initial Planning:

The Hawaii Area Assembly directed the Area chairman to initiate action to obtain and prepare
data on which to make a bid to PRAASA. This was accomplished by establishing a committee to
determine availability of facilities, personnel and procedures.

The Committee determined that facilities, personnel and transportation were available and
could easily support the Assembly. However the one year lead time as practiced by PRAASA was
not sufficient and would not permit adequate preparation for an Assembly in Hawaii.

The Committee recommended and the Hawaii Area Assembly approved that the Hawaii Area
Chairman present to the 9th PRAASA in Tucson, Arizona the following:

That the PRAASA site selection procedure be amended from the one year in advance to 2 years
in advance and that the 11th PRAASA be held in Hawaii in 1978.
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The Hawaii Area Chairman submitted the recommendations and they were approved at the 9th
PRAASA.

In accordance with PRAASA procedure the 1977-78 Hawaii Area Delegate was designated as
1978 PRAASA Chairman. At his request, the Hawaii Area designated him as Co-Chairman and
appointed the 1971-72 Past Delegate as Co-Chairman. Initial Committee Chairs as Program,
Secretary, Treasurer, Food and Beverage, Transportation and Accommodations were appointed and
began functioning. All these key personnel attended the 10th PRAASA in Seattle, Washington in
1977 and gained tremendous benefit from that Assembly in observing their future jobs being
accomplished so well at that PRAASA. Additionally, it should be cited that all 10th PRAASA
personnel went beyond the call to be of assistance, particularly the 10th PRAASA Chairwoman. This
cooperation and guidance was extremely helpful and contributed greatly in the success of the 11th
PRAASA in Hawaii.

At the 10th PRAASA in Seattle the Hawaii 11th PRAASA Committee was able to provide
advance data on time, place, facilities and related information that assisted members who planned to
attend the 11th PRAASA.

Assembly Planning:

On return from the 10th PRAASA in Seattle the 11th Assembly Committee began actions. The
Co-Chairs delegated actions to the appointed Committees to the maximum extent possible.
Procedures set forth in PRAASA Guidelines and as passed on from the 10th PRAASA were
followed in such areas as Agenda, Program, Member participation, Speaker Selection and Record
Keeping. Copy of the Program which is attached depicts Subjects and Member Participation and lists
format.

Some additional items in planning which were somewhat unique due to Hawaii’s location were
setting up assistance to members to get from the airport to the Kuilima Hotel and as some members
planned to come early and/or stay over, we tried to provide information on Hawaii’s resort facilities.
this resulted in concern by some that we were commercializing and we ceased these activities so as
to present no appearance of association or affiliation.

The Hawaii Area Delegate asked the other Pacific Region Delegates at the 1977 Pacific Region
Delegates Luncheon at the New York Conference for guidance as to whether Al-Anon should
participate in the 1978 PRAASA. The Delegate vote was in favor of Al-Anon participation. therefore
the Hawaii Al-Anon Delegate was asked to advise Hawaii Al-Anon of the invitation to participate.
Al-Anon accepted and that activity participated by setting up its own program. The only joint
activities were joint manning of Registration and joint attendance at the Saturday Banquet at which
there was both an AA and an Al-Anon Speaker.

Conduct of the Assembly:

The Assembly followed the Program fairly well. All topics seemed to be timely and in accord
with PRAASA policy to cover those subjects on the agenda for the 1978 General Service
Conference. Areas which seemed to receive special attention were Special Interest Groups,
Chemicals Other Than Alcohol and the Tradition PRAASA Business Meeting was lively. Another
area that received some “Loving Appraisals” was in literature presentation. The Assembly Chairs, on
a Group Conscience basis, made decision to present a Grapevine Display and set it up in place of the
normal Literature Display. This was in response to the GSO emphasis on helping the Grapevine and
the concern then being shown throughout the Fellowship that the Grapevine was in trouble and
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needed help. Substituting the Grapevine Display for a Literature Display didn’t go over too well with
some.

There were no problem areas incident to conducting the Assembly. All the key personnel were
skilled in their fields and did super jobs. Hawaii AA’s had been conducting Annual Conferences,
roundups, retreats and Assemblies and experience gained in these activities over the years was put to
use in PRAASA. The 11th PRAASA was termed a success by all.

After Action:

Financially the Assembly was successful. Seed money was set aside and forwarded to the
Nevada Delegate for the 12th PRAASA. The remaining money, as best I can remember was $550.00,
was forwarded to GSO in accordance with PRAASA Guidelines. Additionally, a Financial Statement
was prepared and together with minutes of the business Meeting presented at the 12th PRAASA and
were accepted and approved at that Assembly.

An after action meeting was held at which all chairs gave final reports, turned over pertinent
records and material and made recommendations to pass to the 12th PRAASA.

In accordance with PRAASA policy, at that time, all records, related data and material were put
in a carton and forwarded to the Nevada Delegate for the 12th PRAASA.

Reflections:

It is somewhat of a great disadvantage to try to write the history of an event after a lapse of 8
years and with no notes, records or similar data. However, there is also an advantage that accrues in
that it is possible to reflect on what has happened since the event and what might have been the
impact during the ensuing years.

The 11th PRAASA was of great benefit to AA in Hawaii. the Hawaii Area was established in
1975 and was in the formative stage in 1978 when PRAASA met in Hawaii. The writer was 1975-76
Hawaii Area Chairman and 1977-78 Hawaii Area Delegate and had had a good opportunity to
observe these benefits. The one on one benefits received by Hawaii AA’s from those dedicated AA’s
from all over the Pacific Region cannot be measured. It was however great and relationships have
been continuing and lasting. Hawaii AA’s were able to hear and see that the service structure works
and were able to learn from others that the program works best when we all work together.

The great majority of Hawaii AA’s had never attended an AA Meeting outside of Hawaii. The
impact of our PRAASA visitors was therefore greatly beneficial in broadening our Hawaiian outlook.

The 1978 PRAASA in Hawaii was the shot in the arm needed to move Hawaii AA forward. In
1978 there were 4 AA Districts on Oahu and none on the other islands. today there are 5 districts on
Oahu, 2 on Hawaii and 1 on both Maui and Kauai. In 1978 there were 79 meetings a week on Oahu
and 11 on the other islands. Today there are 205 meetings a week on Oahu and over 100 on the other
islands. These increases were set in motion by the PRAASA

While the above may be somewhat impressive, the real impact has been in the improved
operation of the Hawaii Area and districts. the Area Members have seen the value of PRAASA and
have given it their support. They have attended the PRAASA’s throughout the Pacific Region and
have brought back to Hawaii the knowledge gained and have shared in that knowledge. Area
Committees have become active and districts are performing their functions. AA in Hawaii is
reaching out and is attracting. This has become possible to a great extend from the interchange of
ideas gained through contact at PRAASA’s.



Page 64 PRAASA History

Finally, the bottom line is carrying the message and making AA available. We estimate that out
AA population in Hawaii in 1978 was 2200-2300 members. today we estimate the population to be
5900-6000. The 1978 PRAASA can take much credit for this increase.

(Submitted in February, 1986 by Vic Blair, 1978 PRAASA Co-Chairman)
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CHAPTER 12

Twelfth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Sparks, Nevada, March 9-11, 1979

The 12th Annual Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly was held in Sparks
(Reno), Nevada, March 9, 10 and 11, 1979.  It was held at the John Ascuagas Sparks Nugget.

Number registered - unknown - this information should be in the archives. (Editor’s note:  it
wasn’t in the typed critique or typist’s note to the 1980 committee.)

The PRAASA held in Sparks, Nevada in 1979, was started during my first year as delegate,
Panel 27.  At the State Assembly, where I was selected as delegate, the group conscience requested
that a presentation be made at the PRAASA in Seattle, Washington, to have the 1979 PRAASA in
the Northern part of Nevada.  There were other areas also bidding for the PRAASA that year.

I recall a question from the “Ask It Basket” in Seattle at the Sunday meeting asking the
difference between attraction and promotion.  I pointed out that the bid made by Dick Sutherland for
his area was promotion, but the bid made by the folks from Reno was attraction.  When the vote was
taken at the Conference in New York, Reno made it by one vote, that vote being Joe’s, the delegate
from Alaska.  His comment was “that California had too much of everything.”

When we began to work on the PRAASA in Reno/Sparks, we had some members who, while
trying to be helpful, had no idea of how the PRAASA was handled.  I feel that their being active in
this was one of the best “growing experiences” that they had ever had.

I was, of course, blessed with one of the finest committees anyone has had.  Greg did a real fine
job on the program.  His ideas were good and the input from the other members of the committee
helped all of the assembly.  These included Bob Ho. as treasurer and Fred Y., also.  Can’t remember
the others at this time, but it was a very good committee.

Dot, my wife, was the Al-Anon chairman.

We are, and were then, aware of the feelings that some members of AA and Al-Anon have of
the other fellowships, and the need to do everything possible to keep the two assemblies as separate
as possible.

I believe that we were the first ones to use the term “Alcoholics Anonymous in cooperation
with Al-Anon” on fliers and programs.  The cooperation between the two fellowships was good and
everyone had a good time in mailing flyers, helping set up the program and being available to see
that the assembly went smoothly.

Submitted by Jim Dickens, 1979 PRAASA chairman, July 26, 1984)

--------------------------

The 12th Annual PRAASA in Reno, Nevada, was my first realization of the importance of
General Service in relation to our primary purpose as individuals and at the group level.
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When Jim Dickens turned the program responsibility over to me, I was given a direction by Jim
where I could gain more insight in the selection of topics and, specifically, of the DCM and its link
up and down the ladder of service.

I was given copies of [General Service] Conference reports and sent for Conference Advisory
Actions 1951 to 1978.  I read everything in the Conference Reports 1976 to 1978, and the entire
Advisory Action book.  Realizing what much of the information was, I spent many early morning
hours trying to put myself in the place where the current and past delegates were.  I really felt that if I
was struggling with these ideas, how must some of the other members of AA manage to understand
in any way what General Service is attempting to do.  The answer was obvious - like me, they didn’t.
 Therefore, what this actually meant was to forget the job of program speakers and panelists and stick
to “basics.”  Just do what was necessary to carry (get) the message across to the new GSRs and
DCMs and, in turn, they will pass it on.  Simple, but it took someone like me almost a month to
arrive at that difficult piece of intelligence.  Haven’t changed much today - still SLOW!

At any rate, my job then became one of mechanics - the end result was something like playing
the numbers game - how many people can I get involved.  I think we ended up with 95 slots which
included GSRs, DCMs, area officers, delegates, past delegates, trustee, past trustee and an Al-Anon.

One other session that I felt was much needed (a result of my reading), the DCM sharing
session with topics, I gave the panelists the same treatment I had received from Jim; they had to dig
into the material.  It worked - I stayed sober, many are now delegates.

I am so grateful that I was able to learn more about General Service and to help others discover
the real meaning of sharing our love for each other through service to others.

(Submitted by Greg , 1979 PRAASA program chairman, March 14, 1985.)
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CHAPTER 13

Thirteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Anaheim, California, February 29-March 2, 1980

For many years, the only interest the Mid-Southern California Area Assembly seemed to have
in PRAASA was sending the delegate and alternate delegate as representatives.  There were a few
others who did attend but the area as a whole did not have too much interest.  In 1977, enough
interest was generated that the assembly did vote to have the delegate, Jerry Frolich, put in a bid at
the delegate’s luncheon at the General Service Conference.  None had been presented at the previous
PRAASA.

In 1978, Mid-Southern California put together a bonafide bid to be made at the PRAASA held
in Hawaii.  A hotel had been contacted in Costa Mesa with the intention of having the PRAASA
there should we be chosen to host the 1980 PRAASA.  Mid-Southern California was chosen as the
site of the 1980 PRAASA at the delegate’s luncheon that year.

At the business meeting of the PRAASA held in Hawaii, the decision had been made that
PRAASA would be held in the future on the weekend which included the first day of March.  With
this in mind, the hotel in Costa Mesa was again contacted, only to find that weekend in 1980 was
unavailable.

Search for a suitable hotel finally ended with the decision to use the Inn at the Park Hotel in
Anaheim, California.  Services offered by this hotel seemed to be the best we could find.  In
retrospect, God was probably looking after us, as the Costa Mesa Hotel would have been much more
costly.

Whether it is true or not, rumor had it that the delegate in office, who made the accepted bid,
would automatically be the chairman of the PRAASA committee and I consequently became the
chairman.  Words cannot express the gratitude I feel for the opportunity to have served in this
position.  The benefits certainly overwhelmed the work put into the task.

As chairman, I took the prerogative of choosing my own committee.  Only three had ever
attended a previous PRAASA, the program chairman and his co-chairman had attended one or two,
and I had been attending them since my first one in Santa Maria in 1971.  The mixture of new and
old made for an exciting committee.  Each was very eager to do his or her job and all ran smoothly. 
We held our first meeting in July 1979, and held monthly meetings until the assembly was held.

In 1979, the business meeting in Reno left the decision as to Al-Anon participation up to the
hosting committee and our committee decided to have Al-Anon participation.  A past Al-Anon
delegate became a member of the planning committee and the cooperation between the two
fellowships ran very smoothly.  In this regard, I am attaching the critique the committee made after
the event, which was forwarded to the 1981 host area explaining the procedure used in our
cooperation with Al-Anon.

A $5.00 registration was agreed upon and we had 557 people registered.  There were 401 AA
members, 152 Al-Anon members and four Alateens.
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George Dorsey, Pacific Region Trustee, accepted our invitation as the banquet speaker and
Al-Anon chose a W.S.O. (World Service Organization) staff member as the Al- Anon banquet
speaker.  There were 377 in attendance at the banquet.  George had a difficult task following the
Al-Anon speaker, who was very humorous, but he did a magnificent job covering activities of the
General Service Board, as well as telling a little of his personal AA story.

The one area that proved troublesome was our coffee service.  We had decided to have coffee
available only during the coffee breaks which made people unhappy.  Our thoughts were that this
would get everyone attending the sessions.  Trying to manage someone else’s life will backfire, as
many were unhappy that coffee was not available at all times.  The hotel would not budge from
$12.00 per gallon for coffee, so tickets for coffee were set at 60 cents per cup.  The hotel had said
there would be no charge for meeting rooms if we had 200 rooms occupied.  Without that, the charge
could run as high as $500 per day.  It was an uncomfortable situation that we couldn’t seem to rectify
until Saturday afternoon (with only 118 rooms occupied) we were told there would be no charge. 
The large number attending the banquet made the difference.  At that point, we dropped the price of
coffee.  I’m sure those in attendance were very confused with our coffee antics.  Because of that
situation, we came out with a profit of $1,720.00, which we certainly were not trying to make. 
Making that kind of profit seemed as embarrassing as going in the hole, but it was sent to GSO and
we didn’t hear any repercussions.

All in all, it was a good PRAASA.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the weekend, the panels were
excellent, the site was pleasant, and God even provided beautiful weather until Sunday, when it
ended with a rain storm.

(Submitted by Goldene Lahann, 1980 PRAASA Chairman, July 21, 1984)

------------------------------

June 2, 1980

TO:       1981 PRAASA Committee

FROM:     1980 PRAASA Committee

The following suggestions have been made from members of the committee who worked on
the 1980 Pacific Region Service Assembly which might be helpful to you:

We took the advice from the 1979 committee in mailing out the flyers (which can be
expensive) in that we did not use GSO’s mailing list for various areas, as it was found to be very
expensive with very little results.  We mailed from the registrations for 1979 in single quantity on the
very first mailing, plus bulk mailings of the flyers to all Pacific Region delegates, as well as central
offices that were listed in the World Directory within the Pacific Region.  Our second mailing went
only to the delegates and some of the larger central offices.  In this respect, we have sent to you our
mailing list, as well as all AA registrations for 1980.

Our committee consisted of the following:

Chairman Publicity Chairman

Secretary Housing & Site Chairman
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Treasurer Co-housing & Site Chairman

Program Chairman Hospitality Chairman

Co-program Chairman Co-hospitality Chairman

Registration Chairman Literature Chairman

In addition, we also worked closely with the Al-Anon chairman, who attended all the meetings,
but took care of their own program.  It was felt necessary to have the housing chairman for two
reasons this past year:

1. We needed someone who lived near the site to be in constant contact with the facility.

2. We needed someone who had experience in dealing with the facility in connection with
conferences, which really proved beneficial.

In regard to Al-Anon, we did have their reservations come through our registration chairman,
who, in turn, turned over the list to Al-Anon for them to work with.  We also turned over all moneys
received for Al-Anon registrations, with Al-Anon paying any expenses that they incurred over and
above the AA expenses.  The only thing we really provided were the flyers and a space for them to
hold their meetings.  They mailed their own flyers, put together their own program and printed their
program.  The cooperation between the two programs ran very smoothly.  If this is a problem, you
might have the person in charge of Al-Anon contact last year’s Al-Anon chairman, Elsie Quintard,
520 Lake Ridge Way, La Habra, CA 90631.

Our Hospitality Chairman made the following comments:

“The only thing I would have changed about the Hospitality Room at PRAASA was the
availability of coffee. I think it would be wise to have coffee available at all times.  The cost didn’t
affect people one third as much as the fact it was only there certain times of the day.  The homemade
cookies were a big hit.  If the facility allows, I would suggest continuing to have cookies available
with coffee.”

The following comments came from the Program Chairman:

1. On the first mailing of flyers, have a space on the flyer such as “Are you willing to
participate?”, with a space to be checked by the person registering.  Having to wait for
names to be submitted from the delegates proved to be not very timely in some cases, as
time must be allowed for contacting the participant with the assignment, getting
confirmation back from then in time to put the program together for printing.  You might
also point out to the delegates submitting the names that the element of time is very
important, as well as having the people whose names they submit being registered.  When
PRAASA first started, all participants were taken from early registrations.

2. When confirming participation to the individual, send them the agenda topic, and the four
subjects under that topic, with theirs marked, and the amount of time allotted to speak. 
This would cut down on some of the confusion we had where the panelist did not know
what the others would be speaking on.  Also, ask for confirmation that they are really
coming.  (This could be corrected by taking participants from the early registrations who
indicate they are willing to participate (my note - Goldene).

If there is anything else we can help you with, don’t hesitate to ask.  Our first flyers were sent
out about the middle of September, with the second mailing right after the first of the year.  This was
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decided at one of the PRAASA meetings.  Also, the inserting of the guidelines in each packet was a
decision at one of the past PRAASA meetings.

(Submitted by Goldene Lahann, 1980 PRAASA chairman, July 21, 1984)
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CHAPTER 14

Fourteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Anchorage, Alaska, February 27-March 1, 1981

The 14th annual PRAASA was held February 27, 28, March 1, 1981.  It was held at the
Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel in Anchorage, Alaska.

Marge F. served as chairwoman of the assembly.  There were six panels plus the DCM sharing
session, the banquet and speaker meeting, the Ask-it-Basket, an alkathon and the trustee report.  The
trustee report was given by George Dorsey, Pacific Region trustee.  Speakers for the Saturday night
banquet and speaker meeting were Bill F., A.A., Kodiak, Alaska, and Keith P., Al-Anon, California.

A business meeting was held on Saturday.

The Al-Anons held their meetings separately.

The weather was cold, perhaps too cold to snow.  There appeared to be adequate snow on the
ground.  The sun was visible for a very short period each day.  However, it was not compatible with
solar-powered watches.

Compiled by Carl Binam, September 18, 1985.  Several were asked to submit pertinent
information pertaining to the assembly but did not respond.)
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CHAPTER 15

Fifteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Portland, Oregon, March 5-7, 1982

The following is a summary of the things that happened before and leading up to the 15th
Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.

Prior to my being elected Oregon Delegate Panel 30, Oregon had chosen not to participate in
PRAASA.  We had two very dear friends who were against it and I am convinced only because of
being misinformed.  Be that as it may, Betty Vaughn and Bill Griffith were both past delegates,
deeply involved, dedicated and trusted AA members, so, if they said no, that was good enough for
most, including myself.

In 1975, I was chairman of our Area Conference held in Grants Pass.  Natalie Schwanke,
delegate at that time, and Stan Wilsey, Pacific Region trustee at that time, came to convince our
assembly we should become a part of PRAASA; to no avail.  Oregon decided no.

In 1979, I attended my first PRAASA in Reno.  I came back full of enthusiasm and with the
idea Oregon should become a “part of.”  I have not missed a PRAASA since.

When I was elected delegate in 1980, I had in mind the number one priority for me would be to
get Oregon to be a part of PRAASA.  Well, by my being able to attend the first Forum in the Pacific
Region in Sacramento, and being able to communicate what a forum is and what PRAASA is, which
all of the past delegates at that time had been unable to do, our assembly voted to send both delegate
and chairman to the forums and to PRAASA.  To say the least, I was elated.

In Anaheim 1980, I talked to a number of delegates and asked how they would feel about
Oregon bidding for putting it on in 1982; Terry S. (WA), Herb W. (HI), Irv P. (AZ), Pat E (ID) and
Sam West (CNCA), not a delegate - but Sam had been talking about putting on PRAASA at every
opportunity; he really wanted it for CNCA bad.  None of them spoke negatively about Oregon having
it.  I knew that it had to be decided by the Pacific Region delegates at the General Service Conference
delegates’ luncheon in New York.  When I made my presentation after Gary U. (SD), Pat E. (ID) and
Lois J. (CNCA), all agreed and consideration was given to Oregon because we had never had one,
that it would be held in Portland for 1982.  I actually felt bad because Sam West wanted it so bad, but
his wish was not to be until Santa Clara in 1983.

The 15th Annual PRAASA was held March 5, 6 and 7, 1982, at the Red Lion Inn, Jantzen
Beach, Portland, Oregon.  It was a success and I was told by many the best ever.  I was chairman and
lived almost 300 miles away to the south, in Grants Pass.  The reason it was such a good one is I had
excellent people working on it.  Ray Lynch took over from Lenny Zakula as co-chairman; however,
Lenny was deeply involved helping Ray, as was Pete Flannary, Kathy Jarchow, secretary.  Kathy
later became the Area secretary and chairman, and is now standing for delegate in our next election. 
Others were Lou Hansen, treasurer, also Area treasurer then, Barbara O., registration, was Area
secretary then, and the staff of the Red Lion was outstanding.  We had worked with them on previous
Area conferences as well as the Pacific Northwest Conference.
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We had a registration of 407, and 363 attended our Saturday night banquet with our speaker Al
Marineau.  I am sure glad we decided to have Al.  My thinking at the time was if we don’t have some
of these old-timers speak now, it will be too late later.  Al has passed away now and I’m sorry.  He
was a good friend of mine.

As you know, chairmen do not get many compliments, but if anything goes wrong or
something someone doesn’t like happens, you get an ear full.  Well, after Al spoke, I went over to
another room to see that everything was set up because we had another panel scheduled on “finance”
that night.  A young woman followed me in and said,  “I have a complaint to make,” and I said, “Oh,
what?”  She said, “Your speaker made some disparaging remarks about us.”  At that point, I was
coming to a slow boil and said, “I really don’t know what you’re referring to.”  She said, “He made
some remarks about homosexuals.  Before you have any speaker you should screen their talk.”  I
broke in at this point and said, “Let me tell you something.  Not you, not me, no committee, or
anyone else, may tell any member of Alcoholics Anonymous what they may or may not say or do. 
You have lodged your complaint.  Thank you.”  With that, I turned around and walked away leaving
her standing there.

Al was trying to be funny.  I did talk to him about the incident over lunch some time later when
he and Celia were in Grants Pass.  He told me he knew, as someone else had complained to him,
also.

On Saturday, we had a panel on “New Approach to Districting - How Could We Improve our
Service Structure.”  Lejeune Danis (CNCA) was on the podium as part of the panel when it partially
collapsed.  I was out of the Red Lion West room at that time.  Lejeune, unable to get about except by
wheel chair or crutches was terrified and with good cause.  Thinking quick, Jim Ockerman (Southern
California) rushed up, grabbed her under the arms to protect her in case the podium totally collapsed.
 Luckily, nothing happened, but it could have been a real tragedy.

We were pleased with the attendance of Dr. Milton A. Maxwell, past chairman of the General
Service Board, and his wife.  We recognized him, but he asked not to be on the program.

Also, George Dorsey, rotating out as Pacific Region trustee, was there.  I heard it said from
another past Pacific Region trustee that he was the best we ever had, and I certainly agree with that. 
He was given not one, but two standing ovations for a job well done.

We did have Al-Anon participation.  Jan M. was delegate at the time and chose to turn it over
to Patty Z., who became very ill during this period, but they did participate.

It has been an honor for me to attend, to have been past chairman, to have been involved with
PRAASA, and I hope I will always be able to attend all PRAASAs.  My claim to fame, so to speak,
came when I told our assembly “Look for Oregon to belong to and participate.  It doesn’t cost you
anything.”  That did it.  Then, they chose to pay expenses for both delegate and chairman to
PRAASA and, at our 1982 area conference, they voted not to send the chairman because of the
expense.  At our Area conference in 1984, it was voted on to send delegate, alternate delegate and
chairman to PRAASA.  I am happy to say I had a part in this.

(Submitted by Jack Denby, 1982 PRAASA chairman, February 24, 1985)
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CHAPTER 16

Sixteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Santa Clara, California, March 4-6, 1983

The California Northern Coastal Area (CNCA) hosted the 16th Annual PRAASA at the
Marriot Hotel in Santa Clara, California on March 4, 5 and 6, 1983.

CNCA’s organizing committee consisted generally of the incoming Panel 33 officers whose
duties were:

Program Chairman: Diane Olsen (CNCA Alternate Delegate)
Bill Moore (CNCA Delegate)

Registration Co-Chairman: Wally Clarke (CNCA Chairman)
Leslie Clarke

Secretary: Perry Olsen (CNCA Recording Secretary)

Treasurer: Lejeune Danis (CNCA Treasurer)
Ivan Brandenburg (CNCA Literature Chairman)

Hospitality: Horace Hobbs (CNCA Secretary)

Facilities: Sam West (CNCA Assembly Coordinator)

A district Grapevine chairman, with much dedicated experience, accepted the committee’s
invitation to be the PRAASA literature and grapevine chairman.  Hal Goff did an outstanding job. 
Only Conference-approved literature and Grapevine material were displayed.

The position of general co-chairman was entirely honorary and the co-chairmen (immediate
Past Delegate Sam Eddy and his alternate, Bruce Dexter) did not contribute to the planning or
running of the assembly.

The theme was the same as the theme of the 1983 General Service Conference;  “Anonymity,
Our Spiritual Foundation.”

Attendance was 525 registered, with over 1,000 attending the Saturday evening AA speaker
meeting at which Chuck Chamberlain of Laguna Beach, California, spoke.  This, it turned out, was
the last major speaking appearance that Chuck was to make before his death 21 months later.

As I recall, there was an independent simultaneous Al-Anon Assembly going on during
PRAASA, at the same site and dates, although there is, and was, no reference to this in any of the
flyers or on the program.  For the first time in many years, there was no Al-Anon speaker at the
Saturday night banquet, nor at any other PRAASA meeting.

 (Submitted by Perry Olsen, 1983 PRAASA recording secretary, January 23, 1985)
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CHAPTER 17

Seventeenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Diego, California, March 2-4, 1984

The 17th annual PRAASA was held March 2, 3 and 4, 1984 at the Bahia Hotel in San Diego,
California.

Don Callahan served as chairman and Cliff Roche served as co-chairman.

There were 10 panels plus the banquet and speaker meeting.  The main speaker was Cec
Corrigal, past trustee, Saskatchewan.

There was a business meeting chaired by George Dorsey, past Pacific Region trustee.  Bids for
the 1986 assembly were submitted by Utah, Arizona, Nevada and Southern California.  Archives for
the Assembly were discussed.  Carl Binam was elected to head up a committee for one year and
report back at the next year’s assembly.

There were 406 AA registrations and 145 Al-Anons.  The Al-Anons had their own program.

The $1000.00 reserve fund was forwarded to the 18th annual PRAASA.  Contribution to
General Service Office was $1,789.54.

The preceding information was taken from the program, minutes and financial report of the
Assembly.

(Compiled by Carl Binam September 18, 1985.  Those involved with the implementation of the
assembly were requested to supply pertinent information but did not respond.)
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CHAPTER 18

Eighteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Pocatello, Idaho, March 1-3, 1985

My name is Bob Allen.  I was chairman at the 18th PRAASA held in Pocatello, Idaho, March
1, 2 and 3, 1985.  It was held at the Holiday Inn and Holidome.

We received the brief case and file from San Diego in August, 1984, so we were a little late
getting our committees organized as Pocatello was hosting the Fall Assembly in Idaho in November.
 Committees were formed and all worked together to create a pleasant atmosphere for the 18th
PRAASA.

We had 164 pre-registrations of both AA and Al-Anons.  We used all who made it known that
they wanted to be on a panel until the first of February.  So, the panels were filled at that time and
each person was notified as to which panel he/she was on and the time scheduled.  All other
pre-registrations were confirmed at that time.

We had one couple from Connecticut, one couple from West Virginia, one lady from
Hollywood, Florida, and one member from the Yukon Territory.

We had 274 AA members and 72 Al-Anon registrations.  We also had eight inches of new,
unwanted snow that fell Friday and Saturday, so we feel we could have had another 100 people had
we gotten a break in the weather.

We also had 12 of the nominees for [United States] Trustee-at-Large at PRAASA, of which
one will be selected to be nominated at the General Service in New York.  Each state had a nominee
except Utah.  They are all past delegates and anxious to further serve AA and the person still
suffering.

It was my pleasure serving as chairman and I do hope everyone made it home in safety.  It did
seem as though everyone enjoyed themselves and for that I am grateful.

(Submitted by Bob Allen, 1985 PRAASA chairman, March 10, 1985)
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CHAPTER 19

Nineteenth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Las Vegas, Nevada, March 1986

Committee Chairs:

Manny B. Chair

Louise R. Secretary

Carol S. Registration

Ruth J. Program Chair

Carol Leone Treasurer

Jim W. Registration

Bob H. & Lloyd V. Hospitality

Vivian F. Grapevine & Lit.

Velda Al-Anon Chair

The theme chosen for the 19th Annual PRAASA was “A.A.’s Future: Our Responsibility” and
was held at the Union Plaza Hotel on February 28, March 1 & 2, 1986.

There was well rounded participation from all 13 Pacific Region Areas on the 8 panels
scheduled. Panels covered the following: “How A.A. Publications Carry the Message,” “Back to
Basics,” “The Home Group - A.A.’s Future,” “Letting Go of Old Ideas,” “the Conference Committee
System,” “A.A.’s Future - Lessons from the Past,” “Communication in Service” and “Odds N Ends.”

Our Pacific Region Trustee, Natalie S., was present and gave a report on Friday just before the
dinner break. Friday evening a late meeting was held after the panel sessions ended at 11 p.m.

The usual Delegate’s and Past Delegate’s luncheon was held Saturday noon with the business
meeting scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Saturday. Introductions of the 12 Pacific Region Trustee Nominees
were made. It was moved and carried the by-laws be changed to reflect future Assemblies shall pay
the Trustee expenses in full.  Carl B. gave a report on PRAASA archives and handed out a proposal
for same. Bids for 1988 PRAASA were Oregon, Hawaii, Washington, Utah and Alaska.

Sunday morning a “What’s on Your Mind” session was scheduled with comments from the
Chairman of the General Service Board, Gordon Patrick. The day ended with the
Ask It Basket” session covered by the 13 current Pacific Region Delegates.

(Compiled in 1993 by Goldene Lahann from submitted by the 1986 PRAASA ‘Program Chair,
Ruth J.)
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CHAPTER 20

Twentieth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Sacramento, California, March 6-8, 1987

The 1987 PRAASA in Sacramento was a historic one. A suggestion had been made at the
previous PRAASA that some sort of workshops on service positions be included on the program.  As
a result, the roundtables were first included as a part of the program at Sacramento. They were a
resounding success and immediately became one of the enduring features of PRAASA.

After an earlier flap about literature that was available for sale, the PRAASA business meeting
was fairly quiet.  Natalie Schwanke chaired the business meeting and, after the usual questions about
the preceding PRAASA’s financial report, the focus was on Les Watson’s motion to amend the
guidelines to award PRAASA to areas on a rotating basis. The following discussion was “spirited”—
and the motion finally failed despite attempts to salvage it via the amendment path. After Hawaii,
Southern California, and Arizona presented their bids for PRAASA ‘89, the business meeting closed
quietly.

Sacramento was a success in many ways: 566 AA’s and 115 An-Anons registered for the
weekend. The banquet was well-attended with 409 signing up for the dinner. And, traditionally,
many others came by after the meal to hear the speaker, Wayne Parks, general manager of the
General Service Office.

Following the weekend $1, 000.00 was forwarded to the PRAASA ‘88 host committee in Salt
Lake City and the remaining $3,245.41 excess was sent to the General Service Office

The PRAASA ‘87 Committee consisted of:

Les Watson Chairperson

Judy Brown Treasurer

Donna Armstrong Secretary

Marge Kemp Program

Yvonne Watson Asst. Program

Tim Martin Registration

George Wilkins Information

Bob Moore Hotel Coordinator

Bart Daniel Tapes

Jerry Comstock Hospitality

Les led a well-organized committee.  Many will remember the outstanding program that was
presented by the panelists. Marge’s work as program chairperson was a model for others to follow
for some time. In 1991, Kathy Jarchow, program chairperson for PRAASA ‘92 in Portland, wrote to
Marge asking for some pointers. Marge responded:
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...I’m hoping I can remember the time table our committee set up. As you are aware, Les
Watson was the overall chairman and he was very well organized so that our material was
sent out early enough for us to negotiate our responses quite well. It’s inevitable that some
responses are very slow, even though they are sent out on time—just the way we are, I
guess.

It seems to me that after our first committee meeting, we wrote to each delegate asking
them to return a list of their officers so that they could be assigned to panels at the time
their registrations were returned. If we needed to fill a gap and hadn’t heard from those
key people, we sometimes contacted them personally (not often necessary).

Les sent out 4,000 flyers announcing the date, theme, etc. It was as complete as we could
make it so that it would not be necessary to send out more mailings than were necessary;
i.e., vitals about the person registering, hotel reservations, etc. By the time the responses
began to come back to us, we were able to start making panel assignments. Les had the
responses mailed back to him, and as he got them, he made a copy for me and sent them
on.

I developed a chart so that I knew how many delegates responded, how many alternates,
chairs, alternate chairs, secretaries, treasurers, DCM’s, GSR’s, etc. I’ve been unable to
find a copy of the chart, but I had devised it so that I not only had a total count of each
category, but could tell which Service Area they were from. This was so that I didn’t get
too many people from one area and thus leave someone out. I altered the results of that
chart many times—assigned, re-assigned, etc. A good eraser and lots of copies of the
chart became essential.

As time went along, I began to write to each person, first to make sure the delegates were
all assigned, and then to make sure the others who were being asked to serve had
indicated on their registration that they, in fact, wanted to. I had all these letter-requests
on my computer (word processor) so that I didn’t have to write an original each time, I
could just change the essentials. I’m enclosing a copy of the letter I wrote to you, and one
or two others, and also the letter I sent to those who we finally selected to be on panels.
You can see, for instance in the letter to Bill Cross, that much of the contents of the letter
are the same, just the specific times and panels are changed. (Does that make sense? I
hope so.)

As I got answers from each of the people who had been specifically asked to serve, I
again relied on a chart to show me where I was. Without the chart, I would have been lost,
both before I sent out the request letters, and after I received the answers.

I labeled manila envelopes, one for each panel or work session, and as I made the
assignments, I placed the person’s registration return form in the envelope so that I would
have the person plugged into the right slot and not have that form mixed in with all the
many others we received. This way I had a double check—,my chart and the envelope.
I’m sending a couple of the envelopes just the way I had them filed. So that you can see
what I did. I don’t see any reason for you to return them. I probably should have destroyed
them long ago, although now I’m glad I didn’t if they are of nay help to you.

I also made up a podium folder for each panel moderator so that they wouldn’t have to
search around to make sure the 12 Steps, the Traditions, concepts, or whatever were
where they needed them. This was a little extra work but I felt it made things go a lot
smoother. If there was to be only a part of a concept, it was much easier to type it and put
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it in the folder, than to have a book on the podium along with all the other things a
moderator needs. I don’t seem to have one of those packets left. If I run into one, I’ll send
it along. It had disclaimer, PRAASA information, etc., all the things a moderator needs to
keep him from falling off the stage in fright.

I can’t think of anything else, except be vigilant for those people who at the last minute
find they can’t make it to PRAASA and you must make a quick substitute. That’s when
all those registration forms come in handy, and it’s better if you have them in some kind
of order; i.e., by Area, then district within the Area, and then by service job.

Please feel free to call or write if I can answer any questions, after you have had time to
look all this over. Again, please accept my apology for not getting at this sooner.

It was an enormous job, but one of the most rewarding I’ve had since I started working
my program through General Service. Being delegate was an unbelievable experience for
me, but the things I learned from that made the PRAASA program chairmanship
spectacular.

(Compiled by Burke Dykes January 12, 1995 from materials received from CNI)



Page 86 PRAASA History



PRAASA History Page 87

CHAPTER 21

Twenty-first Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Salt Lake City, Utah, March 4-6, 1988

The bid for 1988 PRAASA was made at the 1986 Conference, to be held at Salt lake City, Utah
on March 4, 5, & 6, 1988 by Panel 35 delegate Marion Hutchinson.  Negotiations with several hotels
were finalized with a contract at the Salt Lake Hilton. Early flyers were distributed at the PRAASA
in 1987 and the 1987 Conference. Also, 50 copies were mailed to each delegate in the Pacific Region
to have available at their Fall Assemblies.

There was a definite problem finding qualified volunteers to be Chairman of the PRAASA.
Past delegates were unavailable and others didn’t have necessary experience as specified in
PRAASA Guidelines. So, we began with co-chairmen: delegate Terry A., Panel 37, and a volunteer
who was willing and had attended PRAASA before.

There were monthly meetings held with reports from all committee chairmen. It was decided
that 3000 early flyers were to be printed and mailed on November 3, 1987. Later it became necessary
to print 1000 more. There was a second mailing in January.

The program committee had several separate meetings to decide on panel topics in addition to
those taken from the Conference discussion items and workshops. One of the problems realized was
the date for response by volunteers to be on panels was incorrectly stated on the flyers as February
18, 1988 and should be around the 1st of February.  This would allow program chairman time to set
up panels and get program to printers before the end of February. Also, on programs, delegates
should be listed by panels to avoid errors. The use of a California map that shows the division of
Areas within that state would be beneficial.  This will help in equal amount of participants from each
Area being selected. there is such a map included for reference.

Due to many problems with unity through out the area, the delegate found it necessary to ask
the co-chairman to step down.  After a committee discussion it was decided that the delegate would
act as chairman.

It was decided in January that our meetings would be held every two weeks for the next 3
meetings.

A kick-off meeting was held on Thursday evening and was attended by over 100 members.
Also, that evening there was registration for 2 hours.

Registration included: 523 total registered

440 banquet

143 Al-Anon luncheon

45 past delegate luncheon

15 delegate luncheon
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We used over 500 room-nights at the hotel which covered from Wednesday through Sunday.
There was an overflow into other hotels because of over bookings.

There were 6 Class B trustees, 4 Past Trustees, and 1 Past-Trustee-At-large in attendance.

The literature display was done by the Ogden Central Office. They sold $330 in books and $35
in pamphlets. The Area Grapevine Coordinator set up a Grapevine display. All Grapevine tapes and
Conference-approved tapes were sold (3 of each set).

The second round Table discussion was held on Saturday night with much enthusiasm and
participation. Efforts were made to simplify the logistics of this portion of PRAASA by clearly
announcing locations of each group after the Speaker’s Meeting. Also, by using other rooms for
some groups, it relieved congestion.

There was a suggestion that the timer light be turned so participants at microphones in the
audience could see it and be timed at discussions after meetings and the business meeting.

The possible solution to problems revolving around our banquets could be in having a Banquet
Committee who would pay close attention to details. This is necessary because there is a possibility
we served more meals that we collected for. Early seating would be beneficial so you can get an
accurate count and have more control. We suggest not stamping badges of proof of paid banquet as
this is easily altered.

The panels were attended by over 400 people and most of the speakers paid close attention to
their topics so the overall theme of PRAASA was well understood. There were numerous
compliments from everyone involved. The Ask-It-Basket and What’s On Your Mind were also well
attended and informative.

After PRAASA a meeting was held on March 10, 1988 for everyone to give their final report.
Also, that evening the committee shared in a pot luck and sharing.

The final meeting was held on April 9, 1988 with delegate Terry Anderson, PRAASA ‘88
Secretary Bonnie Hardeman, and Program Chairmen Gay and Patti Walters. This meeting was held
to form this document for the Archives.

This information and the $1000 check was forwarded to Greg Muth in Hawaii, Panel 35
delegate, on April 25, 1988. the remainder of the money will be sent to G.S.O.
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CHAPTER 22

Twenty-second Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Honolulu, Hawaii, March 3-5, 1989

Normal numerical rotation would have given Hawaii the 25th annual PRAASA in 1992. This
schedule caused some local concern. The general feeling was that due to Hawaii’s “Overseas”
separation, serious consideration should be given to moving up this schedule.

This is how it was accomplished:

On December 5, 1986 the Hawaii delegate, panel 35, wrote to the Pacific Region Delegates on
panels 34-35-36-37. His request was that consideration be given to moving up Hawaii’s turn from
1992 to 1989. On February 25, 1987 the Idaho Delegate replied with their area’s support of this
request. on March 7, 1987, at the 20th annual PRAASA in Sacramento, three (3) bids were accepted
for the 22nd annual PRAASA and Hawaii’s bid was included. The selection of Hawaii as the host
site for the 22nd annual PRAASA was made at the April 1987 General Service Conference.

Having the 22nd annual PRAASA here will, we are certain, give Hawaii a dramatic boost in
service enthusiasm and participation. A marked increase in service commitment was noted after the
special forum that was held here in 1984. We will be greatly surprised and disappointed if the same
thing doesn’t happen after this PRAASA.

Registration: 680 Total (of which 308 were local)

434 Banquet

99 Al-Anon luncheon

` 39 Past Delegates’ luncheon

14 Delegates’ luncheon

The 680 registrants set a PRAASA attendance record.

The site hotel was the Hawaiian Regent located in Waikiki-Honolulu, Hawaii. A total of 49 - 3
night rooms were used in the site hotel.

The first PRAASA organization meeting was held on August 20, 1987. Thereafter monthly
meetings were held until the last six weeks when weekly ones were held. the assembly committee
was co-chaired by the two immediate past delegates. This approach not only provided the committee
with current service expertise it also kept the past delegates involved. Hawaii currently has 11 living
past delegates, all residing here. Of these 10 either were actively involved or participated in this
PRAASA.

Flyers for the assembly were mailed bulk rate. However, the time spend sorting and grouping
didn’t seem to justify the effort. Possibly only 12 bulk mailings could be made - one to each of the
other delegate areas. Each area would then assume responsibility for distribution within their area.

The Hawaii Area has held several functions at the Hawaiian Regent Hotel with very
satisfactory results. After researching several other hotels it was decided that this would be the best
one to use. The feed back seems to validate this selection.



Page 90 PRAASA History

Each panel was assigned a coordinator. The function of this person was to work the light timing
system. Further once the time on the red light had expired a cowbell was rung - LEAVE NOW! This
seemed to work well and kept the program on schedule.

There were many comments on the round tables, mostly favorable. Some felt that more of these
should be scheduled even if it means fewer panels. Also some felt that for at least part of the time
they should meet in smaller and specialized groups.

Al-Anon conducted their activities concurrent with PRAASAin the same site hotel but used
separate meeting rooms. Their program was, apparently, quite successful with only minor problems.

In accordance with PRAASA guidelines a check for $1,000.00 has been sent to Juan Martineze,
panel 38 delegate, Southern Californiahost area for the 23rd annual PRAASA 1990.

Each Delegate area has something(s) they are proud of and take pleasure in sharing with all
their visitorsHawaii is no exception. We call ours THE ALOHA SPIRIT. A special Aloha
committee was formed to “Give it away so we could keep it.” You saw them making leis and later
watched as they were lovingly placed around the necks of many people, complete with a kiss. At
final close of this wonderful assembly hands were held during the singing of ALOHA OE. (some
tears were shedhow about you?)

So its Mahao Nui Loa for letting all of us in Hawaii share this loving week-end with each and
every one of you.

See you in Bakersfield in 1990.



PRAASA History Page 91

CHAPTER 23

Twenty-third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Bakersfield, California, March 1990

PRAASA ‘90 Chronology:

Apr. 1988 At the General Service Conference, during the Regional luncheon, southern California
Area’s bid was submitted. Arizona’s delegate also submitted a bid. Our bid was
approved.

Jan. 1989 Ann Garrity, past chairperson of SCA, was elected as chairperson of the 1990
PRAASA. At our area assembly, our members voted to pay all of Ann’s expenses.
Later, Ann had to decline our invitation and Al Hendricks, area chairman, accepted
the challenge.

Apr. 1989 Al Hendricks canvassed several hotels in Bakersfield and decided that the Red Lion
Inn was our best choice as the site of our ‘90 PRAASA. PRAASA theme: Focus on
the Home Group.

The following SCA members were selected to serve as the ‘90 PRAASA Committee:

Chairperson: Al Hendricks

Alt. Chairperson: Jim Ockerman

Secretary: Lisa Gehrman, Mary Jackson

Treasurer: Bill Murray

Registration: Trevor Hewson

Publicity: Mary Jackson

Hospitality: Herb Dunn

Program Chairman: Ralph Goers

Hotel Coordinator: Bob Buchanan

Al-Anon Chairman: Bob Lahann

May 1989 Al Hendricks, chairperson, reported at a meeting held on site of area assembly that he
has been negotiating with representatives from the Red Lion Hotel regarding meeting
rooms, banquet facilities, cost of providing coffee, etc. Mary Jackson reported that she
was working on the flyer. Ralph Goers reported that he was arranging for panel
members for the program; he stated that he needed volunteers to arrange for hosts and
hostesses at PRAASA.

Aug. 1989 Al Hendricks reported good news concerning the Red Lion. If 200 or more guest
rooms are registered, there will be no charge for meeting rooms. Coffee will be
furnished at no additional charge.

The format of the PRAASA flyer was finalized for mailing. Ralph Goers laid out the program
agenda. A PRAASA newcomer orientation would be held on Thursday, 10:00 p.m.,
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and on Friday, 11:00 a.m., during PRAASA weekend. It was recommended that past
PRAASA officers be invited to attend. It was decided that only PRAASA tapes would
be sold at 1990 PRAASA.

At George Dorsey’s recommendation, Ruth Jagodzinski, our regional trustee, would
be invited as our banquet speaker. Michael Alexander, chairman, General Service
Board, would also be invited to participate.

Oct. 1989 This meeting began with a tour of the Red Lion, Bakersfield. The committee members
selected the rooms to be used for our meetings, luncheons, and banquet. The
hospitality room will be shared with Al-Anon.

Mary Jackson passed out the completed flyer and stated that all but Hawaii were
mailed on October 24. Cost of printing and mailing of 5,000 flyers: 4531.00. A
second mailing would be sent out in early January 1990. It was approved that the
Hawaii flyers be sent to the delegate with labels, and including a letter informing the
delegate that PRAASA would reimburse him for the cost of mailing in the islands.

Flyers were distributed to all delegates of the Pacific Region by bulk mailing; all
delegates of the U.S. and Canada would receive copies, as well as central offices in
our area, Box 459, and the A.A. Grapevine. All registration information was included
on back of flyer. Early registration was encouraged.

Nov. 1989 Al Hendricks held a brief meeting on the site of our November area assembly. He
reported on selecting a special room at the Red Lion for a PRAASA office to handle
our affairs.

Dec. 1989 All committee chairpersons present gave a progress report on PRAASA preparations.
Ralph Goers presented a sample of a flyer he wanted to distribute to local members.
Ken Berns, our area registration chairman, was asked to assist in PRAASA
registration along with his area committee.

Eight area representatives to contact all DCM’s to promote our participation at
PRAASA were needed. Requests for PRAASA information would be handled by
A.A. members living in Bakersfield.

Jan. 1990 A progress report from committee chairpersons was provided. At that time there were
107 paid registrations; 140 room nights were paid. Income was $6,270; expenses
$725; with a balance of 55,544.20. A second mailing was completed, plus a special
mailing to all local DCM’s. Ralph Goers reported that 5,000 flyers would be
distributed among our local central offices. Bob Buchanan requested Trevor to mail
him a list of all Al-Anon program participants. Al-Anon will use the Lake rooms for
their programs but would make them available to A.A. Those present approved that
Eric be allowed to speak about the 1990 International Convention.

Jan. 1990 Roundtables covering standing committees, officers, DCM’s and GSR’s would take
place on Friday and Saturday evenings of PRAASA weekend. Ralph Goers will
choose members throughout the Pacific Region to chair these discussions.

Feb. 1990 It was decided that PRAASA registration tables would operate from Thursday
evening through Saturday up to the banquet. It was expected that many members
would register on arrival. Special tags would be written for speakers, area officers,
chairpersons. Registration schedules and list of volunteers were prepared by Ken
Berns and his area committee.



PRAASA History Page 93

Final PRAASA arrangements and schedules were reviewed. The PRAASA committee
was thanked by Al Hendricks, event chairman, for their commitment to SCA’s effort.

Mar. 1990 PRAASA begins.

A Look Back:

Most members attending this PRAASA were fairly happy with the results. In particular, the
hotel’s facilities—private rooms, meeting rooms, luncheon and banquet—were adequate and
attractive.

Regarding the program, most found the roundtable discussions valuable; some thought more
time was needed to discuss their specific jobs (alternate delegate, secretary, DCM, for example).
Some felt that the panel presenters should have less time to give their reports and members’
comments at the mike should have more time.

The chief complaints concerned our financial report and minutes of the 1990 PRAASA
business meeting. Included in this report is a copy of the final (revised) financial report dated
6/30/90. Also included is a copy of the minutes of March 3 and 4, 1990 business meeting. From
Robert Provart’s tapes, I have transcribed these minutes. In 1990 somehow the minutes never
reached the 1990 host committee, though Al Hendricks claimed they had been mailed. No one could
find a transcribed copy.

Information for this report was prepared through computer notes from Golden Lahann, Ken
Bern, and Al Hendricks. I sincerely appreciate all who have assisted me in completing this
assignment for our PRAASA Archives. Special thanks go to Burke Dykes, Washington Delegate,
who as Archives coordinator encouraged me.

Submitted with A.A. Love and Gratitude,

Mary Ellen Davis, Panel 43, Area 05

December 27, 1994
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CHAPTER 24

Twenty-fourth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tucson, Arizona, March 1-3, 1991

PRAASA ‘91 Chronology:

Apr. 1988 Bid submitted for 1990 PRAASA at the conference, during the Regional luncheon.
Lost out to Bakersfield.

Mar. 1989 Announced proposed bid for 1991 PRAASA at the PRAASA in Honolulu.

Apr. 1989 Bid for 1991 PRAASA was accepted unanimously during the Regional luncheon at
the Conference.

May 1989 Lenette Dunham (Area Chairperson) and John Dunn (Area Delegate) canvassed
several hotels in Tucson and settled on the Holiday Inn Broadway as the site for
PRAASA ‘91.

Aug. 1989 The Arizona Area Assembly elected John Dunn to serve as Chairman for PRAASA
‘91. Received an advance of $250 from the Area, to cover initial expenses. The
PRAASA ‘91 Chairman selected the following to serve as the PRAASA Committee:

Alternate Chairman Jim Hutchison

Secretary Leah Brown

      Later succeeded by Charlotte Hayes

Treasurer Ed Cavin

Program Chairman Bert Kluthe

Registration Kathy Dunn

Hospitality DeLene Alexander

Betty Hutchison

Banquet Joyce Pettitt

      Later succeeded by Cynthia Ferrante

Hotel Liaison Mary Anne McCune

Activities Ron McHale

Publicity Dan Burtnett

Gordon Smith

Coordinators Lynn Geuder

Jan. 1990 The first Committee meeting was held on 1/4 and we set the following three major
goals:

1. Don’t Drink’
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2. Have fun!; and

3. Shoot for a total registration of 600, with 350 to come from Arizona.

Feb. 1990 The Arizona Area Assembly approved providing $250 each to the PRAASA ‘91
Chairman and Alternate Chairman, to attend PRAASA in Bakersfield.

Mar. 1990 The Committee started wearing “ASK ME ABOUT PRAASA ‘91” badges and
handing out half-sheets headed “Glad You Asked,” containing basic information
about the event.

We distributed preliminary flyers and a lot of little saguaro cactus pins at PRAASA in
Bakersfield.

Preliminary flyers were also mailed to all Central Offices in the Region and to
Delegates and Area Chairpersons.

A Spanish translation was mailed out to Spanish-speaking Intergroups and Central
Offices in the Region.

More flyers and cactus pins were distributed at the “Mini-PRAASA” in Salt Lake
City.

May. 1990 Received an additional advance of $250 from the Area, since we hadn’t received any
money from the Bakersfield Committee, yet.

At a Committee meeting on 5/20 we set the registration fee at $8.00; decided to
produce and distribute a PRAASA ‘91 poster; settled on an iron dinner triangle as a
timing signal, for some Southwestern flavor.

Jul. 1990 At a Committee meeting on 7/15 we raised our registration goal to 1000, with 500
from Arizona; we discussed selling souvenir coffee mugs, with coffee. It was
established that PRAASA ‘91 would provide interpreters for the hearing impaired at
all major meetings.

Aug. 1990 Distributed flyers with registration forms and more cactus pins at the Regional forum
in San Diego, where we also announced our goal of 1000 registration. (This was met
with guffaws and snickers!)

Set up PRAASA ‘91 registration table at our Area Assembly.

Repaid the $500 advance money to the Area.

Sep. 1990 On 9/23, the Committee was informed that the idea of selling coffee with coffee mugs
had been unanimously scuttled by the Pacific Region’s delegates.

Nov. 1990 A Committee meeting was held on 11/4. Flyers had been mailed to the 1990
PRAASA attendees, Delegates, and Chairpersons; posters and flyers were mailed to
all Central Offices in the Region; another Spanish translation was also mailed out.

Set up a PRAASA registration table at the Area Assembly

Jan. 1991 Committee meeting on 1/6: Nitty-Gritty details.

Feb. 1991 At the committee meeting on 2/3, it was decided to charge a flat rate of $3.00 for
coffee, to those persons wishing to drink coffee.

Set up a PRAASA registration table at the Area Assembly.
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A final “harmless” pre-PRAASA Committee meeting was held at the Holiday Inn on
2/28, with a little supper and a lot of apprehension.

Mar. 1991 PRAASA ‘91 HAPPENED!!

Looking Back:

Needless to say, we made a few mistakes. The most obvious of these was the breakdown of
communications with PRAASA ‘91 participants. That is, panelists and others were not given nearly
enough advance notice of their topics and schedules. Further, the actual printed program was in error,
in a couple of areas. In spite of these hurdles, all of the participants did just fine and almost everyone
managed to be where they were supposed to be...eventually.

There was considerable whining, after the fact, that the agenda items for the 1991 conference
hadn’t been covered sufficiently and that too much time had been devoted to the theme of
Sponsorship. It’s my professional opinion that that’s just crap! (Of course, if I had a pet topic that
hadn’t been “featured,” I probably would have bitched, too.)

There were, also a number of positive aspects to PRAASA ‘91:

The record-setting registration of 1005 is a plus.

Although the Committee certainly can’t take credit for that, we do feel that our concerted effort
toward promotion helped.

Setting a flat coffee fee seemed like a bit of a risk, but it worked out very well.

Another “risk” was providing critique forms.

Naturally, there was some hesitancy about giving “them” such an opportunity. However, aside
from the standard carping, the results of those critique forms, when tabulated, gave us (and hopefully
future PRAASA committees) a good reading on some of the innovations.

The Roundtable Report-Backs were well received.

We knew that this would deprive some of our Regional orators of their open mike time on
Sunday morning, but felt that this presentation would allow more people to share about the whole
PRAASA experience.

Trying to instill a little fun into PRAASA met with mixed responses.

The musical interlude and the Swami act on Saturday were included to lighten things up, a bit.
Most respondents thought this was a nice touch but there was a sprinkling of basset hound
comments, claiming that such nonsense detracted from the “dignity” of PRAASA. ??????

The Special Panel on Friday morning seemed to be effective.

The only practical negative comments were that not everyone could attend this session, due to
the early scheduling. (An “impractical” comment was: “I couldn’t understand them!”) The impact of
these presentations is best summed up by a rough quote from a lady who came up to the microphone
during open mike time: “It’s time for me to get off my ass and do something!!”

The sale of A.A. Service Manuals and Sponsorship pamphlets was another chancy idea.
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The pamphlets bombed. Butwe sold out of Service Manuals and people wanted to place
orders for more. This was the exact opposite of what we though might happen. So...having Service
Manuals available was a good idea.

All in all, with the exception of a different hotel and paying more attention to some program
details, there isn’t a hell of a lot we’d have done differently. As Chairman of PRAASA ‘91, I want to
“officially” thank the whole Committee, the Arizona Area, and the Pacific Region for making this all
possible.

Speaking for the PRAASA ‘91 committee, I just want to say that we did, indeed, realize our
three original goals: We didn’t drink. We met our foolish registration goal. And...we did have fun!!

For the PRAASA ‘91 Committee,

John Dunn, Chairman
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CHAPTER 25

Twenty-fifth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Portland, Oregon, March 6-8, 1992

Chronology:

Apr 1990 Bid Submitted for 1992 PRAASA. Bid accepted for 1992 PRAASA. PRAASA 1992
site was selected. Ray Lynch was chosen to be the Chairman for PRAASA 1992.

Jun 1991 The first meeting of PRAASA ‘92 was held at the Red Lion Lloyd Center, Portland,
Oregon. Committee chairs were appointed:

Co-Chairman Chuck C.

Program Kathy J.

Treasurer Bob B.

Secretary  Darlene B.

Registration Ardy K.

Hospitality Vicki T.

Coffee Lloyd B.

Early Bird Meeting Gordon S.

Banquet & Speaker Don W.

Outside Motels, RV’s & Billeting Dan F.

Printing Chet M.

Media Kari L.

Archives Madelline H.

Signs John W.

Taping Terry M.

Popcorn Carl S.

Literature Don B.

Information Yvonne L.

Decorations Patty M.

Delegate Helen M.

Jun. 1991 Preliminary flyer to be made up this week. Post office box to be rented this week.
Decision was made to have the large meeting room, banquet, and round Table rooms
non-smoking. Decided to have a host person for each Round Table. Committee
meeting to be held last Sunday of each month. We will have a total of 17 Round
Tables.
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Jul. 1991 Letter heads were passed out to committee members. Banquet menu was chosen.
After some discussion on how to handle the Al-Anon portion of the money received
for Al-Anon luncheon and registration out of their expenses will be paid. Any money
received over and above their expenses will be sent to the next PRAASA earmarked
Al-Anon seed money. Have draft of registration flyer at committee meeting so it can
be approved before it goes to the printer. Suggestion there be a Round Table report-
back on Sunday morning. Decided to have A.A. & Al-Anon share Hospitality Room.
Decided to have an A.A. coffee committee. Decided to have a separate information
booth.

Aug. 1991 Treasurer’s report: Started with $1,600.00 seed money. Balance is $1,400.00. Letters
will be going out to Pacific Region Delegates asking for names of people willing to
participate in the Program. Contract with hotel was re-written. We need to guarantee
650 dinners & 250 lunch tickets. Registration flyers to be sent to Delegates for them
to dispense at Intergroups & Central Offices and Areas.

Sep. 1991 Decision was made to do “something special” during the banquet relating to the 25th
Anniversary of PRAASA. Rough draft of registration flyer was presented. A podium
folder will be made for each panel moderator. Letters sent to Delegates asking for 8-
10 people to participate from their area. The program is rough drafted & waiting for
more topics from our Trustee. Decided to have a bottomless cup of coffee, cost $5.00.
Saturday night banquet speaker will be Fran P. Sent letter to all Delegates asking for
their input on celebrating the 25th Anniversary.

Oct. 1991 We will need to occupy 483 hotel rooms over the three day period. Program chair will
be assigning moderators, coordinators, and chairpersons at this time. Public
Information will be prepared to meet the press if need arises—not to invite or
encourage their presence.

Nov. 1991 There will be an Early Bird A.A. meeting on Thursday night. A computer system to be
set up at the registration table. Program committee met and drafted all of program
except for one panel. Drafted program has been sent to Trustee. Confirmation letters
were sent to people participating.

Dec. 1991 Decided to use computerized name tags instead of Victor E. Name tags. Room
reservations with hotel were confirmed.

Jan. 1992 The Program has been assigned, 150 people are participating. Tried to have the same
number of people from each Area, but sometimes it was impossible, since some of the
areas were late with sending in their names. Ribbons are being made. The second
mailing on the flyers was done January 23rd. Oregon Area CPC committee will have
the CPC display from GSO at PRAASA. Signs are being made for rooms and tables.
A press kit will be available for the media if they should happen to be present.

Feb. 1992 Preliminary program is completed and was reviewed. Program printed this month.
Final plans with the hotel were finalized.

Mar. 1992 Final committee meeting. Committee chairs stated that their committees are ready and
looking forward to serve Alcoholic Anonymous at PRAASA ‘92.

PRAASA ‘92 was a success in every way. The Oregon Area can be proud of its part in hosting
the event.

There were 927 A.A. registrations, and 96 Al-Anon registrations
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All expenses were paid and we were able to send the seed money of $1,000.00 forward to
PRAASA ‘93. We have also sent $561.36 to PRAASA ‘93 and $561.35 to GSO according to the
PRAASA Guidelines.

I again wish to thank all of the many volunteers who made this success possible.

(Submitted by Ray Lynch, 1992 PRAASA Chairperson, September 17, 1992.)
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CHAPTER 26

Twenty-sixth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Torrance, California, March 4-7, 1993

Mar. 1991 Bid made 1991 PRAASA in Tucson to hold 1993 PRAASA in Mid-Southern
California Area.

Apr. 1991 Bid for 1993 accepted during the Regional luncheon at the General Service
Conference.

May 1991 Marriott Hotel in Torrance chosen as site for PRAASA 93.

Jan. 1992 P.J. Doherty selected to serve as chairman for PRAASA 93 by Area Assembly.

Mar. 1992 Preliminary flyers taken to PRAASA 92 in Portland, Oregon

Apr. 92 PRAASA Committee chosen as follows:

Co-Chairman & Hotel Liaison Alan Roulston

Secretary Nancy Jensen

Treasurer/Registration Lona Wright
     Later succeeded by Larry Town

Program Dick Sutherland
     Later succeeded by Bill Schmidt

Program co-chair Sarah Kuhn

Hospitality Patricia Doherty

“Early Bird Meetings” Liz Outler

Outside Billeting Jack Reilly

Printing/Publicity Pete Bartlett

Signs/Decorations Pat Town

Information Maxine Cramer

Special Needs Nick Williams
Tinka Friend

Aug. 1992 $1,000 received from PRAASA 92. First Deposit to Marriott Hotel of $2500 due by
October 1992 and final deposit due January 1993. Registration fee set at $8.00.
Theme for PRAASA 93 “AA Takes It’s Inventory.”
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Sep. 1992 Mailing of flyers to be 1st week in October to previous attendees and Assembly
Areas. Will ask Mid-Southern California Area for advance to meet hotel deposit due
in October.

Oct. 1992 Will make second mailing of flyers December 1 along with information for alternate
housing. No separate Spanish activities planned but translation equipment will be
available. Letter goes to Pacific Region Delegates requesting program participants’
names.

Dec. 1992 George Dorsey accepted invitation to be banquet speaker. Program to be firmed up by
Feb. 1. Hotel quarantee of 400 rooms has been met. Second mailing registration forms
made to Pacific Region Areas. Al-Anon participation meeting space arranged.

Jan. 1993 Proposed program made available. 1300 name badges with Logo and PRAASA 93 to
be printed.

Feb. 1993 Taping company firmed up and second deposit of $5,000 now due to hotel. 324
registrations received to date. Video taping of signers to hearing impaired runs $75
per hour.

Feb. 1993 Program all set. Round table rooms arranged. Microphones and mixers proving
expensive: $70.00. Hospitality room will operate by selling tickets for 75 cents each.
Owe Mid-Southern California Area $3,000 loaned as seed money. Cost for signing
will run $1,500—twice that originally planned.

OVERVIEW:

Attendance:

Low for Metropolitan Area.

840 AA’s

128 AL-Anons

285 Were first time attendees.

Early Bird Meetings:

Well attended Thursday night.

Light turn-out for early morning meetings.

Hospitality Room:

Provided gathering and re-grouping place with food and snacks.

Prices should have been set higher—Loss $555.
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Panels:

Topics well received

Floor discussion heated as usual.

Signing for hearing impaired very expensive—100% over budget  $1395

  (Special needs committee report attached to minutes)

Round Tables:

Well attended.

Some early confusion on topics.

Business Meeting:

Outch!! Will Bakersfield Dolphin never die?

Banquet:

Over estimated attendance. Net loss on guarantee $2625.

Good food and service and great speaker.

(Too large an expense to have to roll the dice on with only pre-resistration monies on
hand. Hotel needed 3 day advance guarantee)

Personal Comments:

The shortfall of $3277 was a harrowing experience. Over estimation on banquet
attendees and high cost of signers for hearing impaired were the major problems. God
Bless the Areas of the Pacific Region who so generously came through with donations
to help defray this shortfall. We thank you.

Remember “Rule 62.”

P.J. Doherty

1993 PRAASA Chairperson

.
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CHAPTER 27

Twenty-seventh Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Juneau, Alaska, March 4-6, 1994

PRAASA '94 Chronology:

April 89 Alaska Delegate, Simmone C. returns from PRAASA and suggests that it is Alaska's
turn to bid for PRAASA.  All DCM's were asked to have their groups vote on Alaska
hosting a PRAASA and determine if their district would be willing to host PRAASA.
 District 9 was the only district interested in hosting PRAASA.

June 89 District 9 was informed that they were selected by area committee as host city for
PRAASA and was asked to put together a bid for the delegate to present at the
Regional luncheon.  Allyn Mitchell was elected to chair this project. The site chosen
was the Centennial Hall in downtown Juneau.  The bid was prepared to be sent with
the new Delegate, Clark D.

March 90 Bid for PRAASA in Juneau was submitted by Clark and turned down.  The reasons
given were that no one from Juneau had ever attended PRAASA so Juneau would not
be able to put PRAASA together.

March 91 The Alaska Area Committee sent the Juneau DCM to PRAASA to gain experience. 
Clark re-bid Alaska and won the bid for 1994.

Nov. 911 The Juneau Centennial Hall was booked for March 3, 4, 5, 1994.

March 92 Allyn M. was sent to PRAASA in Portland as Area Chairperson and to gain additional
insight to PRAASA.

June 92 Helen Sayer and Rodney L. are co-treasurers.  Judy M. is registration chair.  Other
committees are tentatively formed.  Committee meeting schedules are set up.

March 93 500 informational flyers and 1500 brochures are taken to PRAASA 93.  The
Delegates at PRAASA asked for a count of those who intended to attend PRAASA in
Juneau.  The count was 125.

June 93 It was brought to the attention of Area Committee in Petersburg that the PRAASA
committee had looked in to an alternative to the Centennial Hall for the PRAASA
events.  The Centennial Hall would be $3,500.00 and the Baranoff Hotel would be
$1,000.00.  Due to the uncertain number of people who would actually be able to
attend, it was decided to go with the Baranoff Hotel and risk not having enough
seating for the banquet.

Aug- Dec 93 Only 20 pre-registrations have been received. Everyone is very NERVOUS.  By
month end, 30 have been received. Committee selects Larry N., Trustee at large as
Saturday Night speaker.

Jan 94 Pacific Region Trustee, Greg M. sends agenda information to PRAASA Committee. 
January 10, letters go out for panel topic speakers, readers, timekeepers.  Selections
are made from the 100 pre-registrations, preliminary program is put together and
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mailed to Delegates and the Trustee.  Charlotte and Allyn are all that remain on the
PRAASA committee.

Feb 94 Final PRAASA program put together and sent to printers.  Registration is up to
approximately 150.

March 1, ‘94 Tours are set up with local bus company.  Airport transportation is arranged.  Local
AA's drive visitors around city for mini tours.

March 2 ‘94 Hotel Banquet room will only feed 150.  Registration is now 300.  Hotel will use
some overflow room for us, but many will have to eat elsewhere.

March 3 ‘94 A snow storm develops— all flights are canceled.  Later all flights go, a real miracle,
God is with us.  Some folks decide to stay anyway.

PRAASA 94 was a spiritual experience to say the least. We had very few people doing a lot of
work.  We were denied the bid for lack of experience.  PRAASA had only been held in Alaska once
before, 1981 in Anchorage.  All those folks who worked on that PRAASA with the exception of one,
(Charlotte), no longer live in Alaska.

We were fortunate that all the presenters and participants of PRAASA 94, accepted their
assignments with little time to prepare.

Our largest problem was trying to determine how many people would be able to attend because
of the air fare and other expenses to come to Southern Alaska.  When we opted to scale down, which
gave us trouble with banquet seating, it was based on the fact that the previous PRAASA had lost
considerable money.  We finally decided we would rather be criticized for not enough banquet
seating than to be criticized for ending up in the red.

We followed the samples and examples of the PRAASA held in Portland, and we thank
Portland for the use of this material.

What We Could Have Done Better:

We could have been more organized and tried to generate more enthusiasm on the committee. 
Perhaps this would have kept more committee people active.

We could have been less fearful.  There were times we were sure that it was never going to
work.  How foolish we were to think that we had control, not God.  We were only there for the
footwork.

We could have kept better records and had more to pass on to PRAASA 95

Submitted by Larry Cagnina, February 1995
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CHAPTER 28

Twenty-eighth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Tacoma, Washington, March 3-5, 1995

PRAASA '95 Chronology:

Mar. 1992 Tentative bid for PRAASA ‘95 submitted at PRAASA ‘92 business meeting.

Apr. 1992 Washington Area Committee approves our bid for PRAASA ‘95.  Susie Terrell
approved as chairperson of host committee.  Pacific Region Delegates select
Washington Area during regional lunch at Conference.

Jun. 1992 Key members of host committee named and candidate sites are being investigated.

Jan. 1993 Finalists for site are the Bellevue Red Lion, the Executive Inn in Fife (7 miles north of
Tacoma) and the Sheraton in Tacoma.  The committee votes unanimously for the
Sheraton.  Superior facility at somewhat higher room rates than Executive Inn--and
much less than Red Lion.  Sheraton offered 100 gallons of coffee free each day and
additional beyond the 100 gallons to be $16.00 per gallon.

Feb. 1993 Susie installs Dick Pittard (Facilities) and Burke Dykes as committee co-chairs. 
Committee identifies two major areas of financial risk that others have experienced in
hosting PRAASA’s: over committing on meals, and control of coffee sales.  We will
emphasize that meals must be pre-purchased; we will not commit to more meals than
we have sold at any given time (except for the caterer’s allowed overage) and we will
have the hotel handle any sales of beverages over the 100 free gallons per day.  These
two policies will reduce our financial risk to absolute minimum.  Decorations will be
tasteful, but Spartan.

Nov. 1993 Al-Anon representatives join the host committee.  Mac McQuary replaces Dick as co-
chair with the facilities responsibility.  Washington Area Assembly approved $500
loan to cover early expenses of committee.

May 1994 Theme set: “Pass It On—Our Three Legacies.”  Reviewed hotel spaces and menu
selections.  Hoping to keep “package” (registration, banquet and one lunch) at $48.00
or less.

Jul. 1994 Jack Rider replaces Mac as co-chair with the facilities responsibility.  Received $1000
seed money from PRAASA ‘94. Package will be $47.00.  To simplify things all
lunches (Al-Anon, Delegates, and Past Delegates/Trustees)  set at the same $13.00
level.  Banquet $25.00 and registration $9.00.  Draft of registration form approved. 
Took a bunch of forms to Pacific Northwest Conference in Idaho Falls.  Registration
forms sent to each delegate and chairperson for the thirteen Pacific Region Areas and
BC-Yukon..  Special needs discussed.  Hotel fully accessible.  Will ask local Spanish-
speaking community to participate.  Susie has some prospects for signers.

Sep. 1994 Jack working discrepancies between our expectations and the hotels.  Registration
process will be computerized. Mailing sent out to the short list that we received from
PRAASA ‘94.
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Nov. 1994 Meeting room schedule presented for critique.  One subcommittee submits budget
request for $500.00—they get $100.00.  All reminded that expenses are to be
minimized.  How fancy do ribbons have to be?  Simple-no custom printing on ribbons
necessary as service position is printed on badge.  Repaid $500 loan received from the
Washington Area.  Al-Anon badges will have blue print, AA will have black to
differentiate.  Al-Anon receives $160.00 seed money from Alaska Al-Anon.

Dec. 1994 Asked for final budget estimates from all subcommittees.  Subcommittees now
recruiting volunteers.  When we go on site, Jack will be only person communicating
with hotel, this is necessary in hotel’s view and is for our protection (against
accidentally incurring unexpected expenses).  Now have rough draft of the program
including the general panel topics.  Exact timing discussed and set.  Professional
signers are about $50.00 per hour -- Susie and Gail are looking further at volunteers.

Jan. 1995 Mid-month we have 140 registered with 119 banquets and 47 Al-Anon lunches.  Al-
Anon suggested we encourage AA’s to attend Al-Anon lunch to get numbers up. 
Some confusion with people who are not delegates or past delegates signing up for
those lunches.  Deaf community needs professional, certified, interpreters as quality of
volunteer signers is not acceptable. Expect as many as 15 to 20 from local deaf
community.  Committee unanimously approved $1575.00 for professional
interpreters.

Feb. 1995 Final cost of lunches higher than we had counted on but cost of banquet is lower so
they pretty well cancel out.  Panel topics set hoping no burning issues show up at the
February 15 Conference topic distribution.  Final timing shifts to accommodate room
changeovers.  We are going to fill all of the rooms available at the Sheraton—the last
obstacle is behind us at last.  Now we worry about handling the late arrivals—there
are virtually no rooms available within 15 miles.!

Feb. 15, 1995 Final run-through.  No problems in sight.  Could this be the calm before the storm? 
Volunteers ready.  Agreed that volunteers do not need to register if they are only
participating in their volunteer function.  If they also attend panels, roundtables or the
meal functions, then they need to register.

Mar. 2, 1995 Registration opens.

Mar. 5, 1995 Wind-up meeting at 1:00 pm.  Just like clockwork all weekend.  Lots of
congratulations and hugs all around.  What a fantastic crew— everyone did an
exceptional job.

Reflecting:

It was a great PRAASA!!  However, we did have the usual number of real or imagined
problems and minor crises along the way.  We had more than the average turnover in some of the key
positions on the committee—probably as a result of forming the committee so early.  Once the
facility is identified and committed to there just isn’t a lot to do until less than one year out.  The
committee in its final form consisted of:

Chairperson .................................................................. Susie Terrell

Co-Chairperson & Program Chairperson..................... Burke Dykes

Co-Chairperson & Facilities Chairperson.................... Jack Rider
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Secretary/Treasurer ..................................................... Ron Webster

Finance......................................................................... Edward Harris

Registration .................................................................. Shirley Smith

Hospitality, Decorations & “Early Bird” Meetings...... Terrie & Darrel Rohar.

Housing/RV’s .............................................................. Terry Rider

Local Information......................................................... Harriet Vines & Ernie Mills

Publicity/Public Information........................................ Richard Edwards

Literature Sales ............................................................ Mike Running. & Lynden Andreason

Past Delegates/Trustees’ Luncheon ............................. Denis Foster

By 1994, after we finally settled on the Tacoma Sheraton, we began to hear rumors that it was
financially shaky and might go bankrupt by that Summer!  Of course it didn’t happen.  Then there
was the rumor that there would be no transportation available from the airport, that was followed by
the concern that we had over estimated attendance, etc., etc.  Of course none of our fears were
realized.

The fact that the Sheraton was in need of business certainly worked to our advantage.  It was an
excellent facility, along with the attached convention center, and we enjoyed a great working
relationship with them.  Collette Arvidson, the initial facilities chairperson, had handled the
preliminary contract arrangements with the hotel, working out some of the details like the 100
gallons of free coffee each day.  After some turnover in the critical position of facilities chairperson,
Jack Rider finally took the helm during the final 9 months.  Jack had served as facility coordinator
first with Dick Pittard, and later with Mac McQuary, so he was able to move into the dual role of
facilities chairperson and host committee co-chairperson smoothly—and very effectively.  His work
with the hotel staff was key to the nearly flawless environment that we had.

Two things make for a successful PRAASA: the facility, and the program.  We tried to adhere
to subjects that were either explicit in the Conference agenda, or implied in the agenda.  We took a
page from the very successful 1989 PRAASA in Sacramento and followed Marge Kemp’s example
in scheduling the panel participants.  Each participant was given the schedule of their panel so that
they could see how they fit with other presenters.  They were each given 3 or 4 points to consider
pertinent to their subject.  This latter was done primarily to help them keep on track for their subject.
We tried to avoid using people who had participated in previous PRAASA’s with the exception of
first-year delegates.  All first-year delegates had panel topics.  We asked each of the delegates to
furnish lists of possible participants who were involved in all levels of service.  And, as usual, the
participants took their assignments very seriously as reflected in the high quality of the presentations.
 We had only two last-minute no-shows—both on the same panel.  I’m not going to imply that he
panicked, but that panel will be remembered as a “peak experience” in one program chairperson’s
life!

Not only were the panels exceptional, but our host committee was outstanding.  Our ears are
still ringing with the praise that we received from the attendees.  The smooth operation of the
facilities, the facility itself, the friendliness of all on the host committee, the registration process and
the nifty badges, the stunning low-budget decorations, the hospitality room, local information desk,
the archives display... All were mentioned in glowing terms.  The combined East & West literature
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display was impressive.  How many did we hear comment that they saw literature in our display that
they didn't know existed!  And this was coming from some very savvy service people.

This was the third time that the Washington Area has hosted the PRAASA.  We had previously
hosted the function in 1972 and 1977.  This was also the first time that the BC-Yukon Delegate was
officially invited to participate in the program.  The BC-Yukon Delegate, Alex Palmer, was one of
the first-year delegates presenting panel topics.

It has long been the policy to send registration forms to all of those who had registered to the
previous PRAASA.  Apparently PRAASA ‘94 did not receive the previous registration list and relied
on bulk distribution through various service entities.  We received a last minute list from PRAASA
‘94 but it was a very short list since their registration was much smaller than usual due to the expense
of travelling to Juneau.  We have made sure that our registration list—in several computer formats—
was forwarded to the PRAASA ‘96 host committee.  For years this had proven to be a very effective
way to get the registrations forms into the hands of prospective participants—perhaps we can now
get back on track.

At the 1994 PRAASA the delegates had appointed a committee to gather the missing archival
material that had been in the “travelling briefcase” (aka PRAASA Archives) and to resurrect and
update the PRAASA History that Carl Binam had put together in the mid-80’s.  Larry Cagnina, AK;
Burke Dykes, WA; and Don Johnson, OR were the committee.  They presented the updated briefcase
to the PRAASA ‘ host committee and presented copies of the updated history to each of the area
delegates.  The business meeting approved the $249.33 printing expense of the histories.

Wrap-up

Attendance totalled 823, including 114 Al-Anons.  Financially, we were embarrassisngly
successful.  After we had sent off the $1000 seed money to PRAASA ‘96 and Al-Anon’s share of
$558.69 we still had $4567.44 left over.  This was divided equally between PRAASA ‘96 and the
General Service Office. 

At the time we had to set the registration fee (July 1994) we did not know how much that we
would ultimately receive from PRAASA ‘94.  So we set the registration fee based on receiving only
the $1000 seed money.  As it turned out, we received $1973.75 from PRAASA ‘95.  Then our
biggest single expense item, the ASL signers, came in well under budget after some last-minute
negotiation.  We had originally agreed to budget $1575 for the signers. Because of our strong local
deaf community we had anticipated that at least 15—and possibly as many as 20—would require
signing.  As it turned out only one deaf person attended for just part of the program.  Thus we were
able to reduce the signing activity to some extent when there was no one present to benefit.

The last windfall came with the banquet.  We had priced all of the meals to exactly break even.
 However, because of some later price changes on the part of the hotel, we expected to lose a small
amount (less than $100) on the lunches and gain roughly an equal amount on the banquet. 
Unexpectedly, the caterer charged us on the basis of the bodies that actually ate the meals—not on
the meals committed to or to the meals sold.  It turned out that many bought the banquet but did not
show up for it; they apparently went elsewhere for dinner.  This resulted in an unexpected profit of
nearly $1700 on the banquet.  This financial “success” is really a mixed blessing; PRAASA’s are not
meant to make a profit—but then a profit is probably better than a loss.

(Submitted by Burke Dykes PRAASA ‘95 Co-Chairperson, June 1995)
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CHAPTER 29

Twenty-ninth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Jose, California, March 1-3, 1996

Chronology:

Mar. 1993 Bid for PRAASA ‘96 submitted at PRAASA ‘93 business meeting.

Apr. 1993 Pacific Region delegates at the 43rd General Service Conference select California
Northern Coastal Area as site for PRAASA ‘96.

Dec. 1994 At CNCA Area Committee meeting, Barbara Durigan elected by Third Legacy
procedure to chair the PRAASA ‘96 Committee.

Jan. 1995 Registration and Program chairs appointed.

Feb. 1995 Met with the Red Lion Hotel to firm up the contract.

Mar. 1995 First PRAASA ‘96 committee meeting.  Decided to meet for one hour before each
monthly Area Committee meeting.  Rented a post office box in Eureka, California,
home of the Registration Chair.  Committee approved the choice of Jean Smith, past
General Service Trustee, to be the banquet speaker.  Remainder of the committee
chairs appointed.  Committee composition:

Chair Barbara Durigan
Registration Barbara Madger
Program Diane Watson
Treasurer Danny Irwin
Secretary Nancy Havell
Hospitality Deana Deal
Literature Cyndie Cammack
Spanish Translation Rosemary Contreras
Signing (ASL) Doug Grude
Creative* Perry Olsen

*Perry gave invaluable assistance with the
computer program for registration, designing
programs and badges, and other odd things.
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May 1995 Jean Smith accepted the invitation to speak at the banquet.  Committee set the
registration fee at $12.  Received seed money of $1,000 from PRAASA ‘95.

July 1995 Received final distribution of funds from PRAASA ‘95:  an additional $2,283.72. 
Red Lion Hotel required a banquet reservation cut-off date of February 28, 1996, so
we decided to announce a registration cut-off date of February 8.  Original Hospitality
Chairperson resigned.  Committee voted that travel expenses for committee members
to monthly meetings would not be reimbursed.  Committee approved final mock-ups
of the flyer and badges.  Representatives from Al-Anon, responsible for organizing
the Al-Anon side of PRAASA, began attending our meetings.

Aug. 1995 Met again with the hotel.  Intense negotiations for rooms because we discovered that
rooms for Al-Anon had not been included in the original contract.  Deana Deal
appointed to replace the resigned Hospitality Chair.

Sept. 1995 First mailing of flyers.  Registration in September:  5 AA’s, 1 Al-Anon.

Oct. 1995 Selected a taper for PRAASA.  Confirmed that he will not bring his inventory of tapes
to sell;  he will only sell PRAASA tapes.

Nov. 1995 Notified Grapevine and Box 4-5-9 of PRAASA dates.  Second mailing of flyers.

Dec. 1995 Met with Red Lion Hotel;  firmed up room assignments, menus.  Arranged for display
tables in the lobby hallways, a locked cloakroom to store computer equipment for
registration.  Because only 18 rooms were available for the 22 round-table sessions,
some round-tables will meet on only one night.  Registration total at this time:  125.

Jan. 1996 Program roughed out.  Mailed letters to delegates, asking for names for program
participants.  Invited Greg Muth, immediate past Pacific Region Trustee, to chair the
PRAASA business meeting.  Contracted with a broker for signers for the general
sessions.  Mailed registration forms to the International Deaf Group.

Feb. 1996 Mailed invitations to program participants.  Printed 1300 copies of the program.  Final
run-through with hotel staff on February 29.
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Reflecting:

We were very gratified that PRAASA ‘96 was a great success.  The final registration number
was 1,001.  We broke exactly even on the meals, thanks in large part (we think) to establishing a hard
cut-off date for banquet registration.  Jean Smith was a great speaker and most people loved the
program.  The program participants (with minor exceptions) showed up, and most of the presenters
followed suggestions for their topics.  Registration worked flawlessly.  The hospitality volunteers
worked their hearts out.  However, there were a few things we could have done better:

Flyers:  many attending PRAASA were dismayed to find that the dates on the flyer were
February 29 - March 3, although PRAASA doesn’t actually start until March 1.  We had put the
Thursday date on the flyer (as some previous PRAASA’s had done) knowing that about 40% of the
hotel rooms were reserved from Thursday night.  However, it can be confusing for first-time
attendees, and we fielded a lot of (long-distance) phone calls about what was happening on Thursday.
 As this became a topic at the business meeting, we suggest that the flyer show only the actual dates
for the event.

Programs:  The “Purpose of PRAASA” on the front of the program was not the exact
wording in the PRAASA guidelines, and we were reprimanded for that.  The Program Chair was
very late (January 1996) in sending letters to delegates asking for names of participants;  September
is a much better date.  CNCA has meetings every month, but not all the other areas do -- Nevada’s
last area get-together before PRAASA is around September.

Vegetarian meals at the banquet:  The hotel staff arrived with the “vegetarian tickets” at the
last minute, requiring the registration committee to re-open the registration packets after registration
had begun;  some were missed.  While it was a minor irritant for those who didn’t have their v-
tickets, it was a lot of last-minute scrambling for the registration committee.  It could have been
easier with more advance communication with the hotel on this issue.

We were blessed with an extremely cooperative and gracious hotel staff, a lovely hotel
facility, and a committee that worked well together using the principle of delegated authority.  We
are very grateful to have had this opportunity to be of service to the Pacific Region, and we are all
looking forward to a very relaxed (for us) PRAASA ‘97.

Submitted by  Diane Watson,  July 1996
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CHAPTER 30

Thirtieth Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

San Diego, California, March 7-9, 1997

PRAASA ‘97 Chronology:

Jan. 1994 San Diego-Imperial Area Assembly authorizes bid for PRAASA ‘97 and chooses
Mark K. and Marco R to prepare the bid. Bid committee selects the Red Lion as the
proposed site during the weekend of March 7-9, 1997.

Mar. 1994 Bid for PRAASA ‘97 submitted at PRAASA '94 business meeting.

Apr. 1994 San Diego chosen as the site for PRAASA '97 by the Pacific Region Delegates at the
40th Annual Meeting of the General Service Conference.

Sept. 1995 San Diego-Imperial Area Assembly elects Gary U. as PRAASA '97 Chairperson by
third legacy procedure.

Oct. 1995 Gary asks Marco R, Paul C. and Joe T. to serve as Alternate Chairperson, Program
Chairperson and Facility Chairperson respectively.

Jan. 1996 Gary, Paul and Joe meet with the Red Lion and discuss room rates.  A decision is
made to give away most of our complimentary rooms in order to get the room rates
under $100.00.  They review the PRAASA '95 flyer make a few changes and pass it 

to Butch M. for preliminary draft to be approved by the entire committee.

Jan. 1996 First Committee meeting held in the conference room of the Red Lion Hotel.  Hester
B. joins as Al-Anon Chairperson and Bill M. agrees to be the Treasurer. 
Sub-committees will be Al-Anon, Hospitality, Program, Publicity, Registration and
Site & Catering with San Diego-Imperial Area Assembly Archives, Grapevine and
Literature to be added later in the year. The Area Delegate, Alternate Delegate, Area
Chairperson and Area Alternate Chalrperson will be members of the committee
without any specific duties.
A permanent meeting location at Paul C’s office was approved and we are to meet
there at 6:00 PM on the second Tuesday of each month.

Feb. 1996 P.O. Box has been opened. The address is PRAASA ’97, P O Box 720787, San
Diego, CA 92172. Final changes of the PRAASA flyer and registration form were
made and a decision was made to a print a few for PRAASA ’96.

Because the Red Lion seemed pretty cramped, we looked at several alternate sites for
the event, but none could be found that were better suited than the Red Lion.
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Mar. 1996 We reviewed our own notes and those of the '95 committee with regard to what
worked and what didn't go well at PRAASA '95.

We are informed that Class A Trustees do not attend A.A. events unless they are
invited Paul agreed to notify the Class A Trustees, living in the Pacific Region that
they would be welcome, it they wanted to attend PRAASA.  We also informed them
that we would not be able to assist them with their expenses.

Ribbons were discussed at length and no decision was made.

Additional daily A.A. meetings were discussed and recommended.

Problems with number of break-out rooms was discussed.  We decided we would just
have to live within the constraints or' ,he facility and double up were necessary. 
Roundtables were planned to start earlier where possible.  We discussed taping them,
but no decisions was made.

A discussion of the registration fee was tabled until we could get some estimate of the
translation costs.

July 1996 Continuing discussion of ribbons took place.  Arguments pro emphasized the
convenience of recognizing peers cons felt they fostered a class distinction and
encouraged resentment among those who didn't have ribbon.  We decided by
substantial unanimity not to have ribbons.  The Area Delegate wanted to be noted as
being in the minority.

Translations bids ranged between $2,000 and $4,000 each for Singing and Spanish.

Inadequacy of Hotel to host Al-Anon Luncheon was reviewed and other nearby
facilities reviewed.  Al-Anon committee members were disappointed but very
understanding.  If no alternate site could be located, they would be willing to
participate in the Saturday Night Banquet.

Jim H. will work at getting a bulk mailing permit for flyers.

We decide that registration fee will have to be increased in order to offset additional
translation expenses mandated by the PRAASA '95 Business Meeting.

Sept. 1996 Because we were unable to provide facilities for the Al-Anon Luncheon, we would
invite them to participate in the Saturday Banquet and that an Al-Anon speaker would
be invited to participate in the Old Timer format. This was viewed with some concern
by several of the committee members, however the decision was made by substantial
unanimity.  Gary agreed . co discuss this, the ribbons and the planned timing of the
business meeting with the Pacific Region Trustee.

After many consultations, Jim H. received approval from the Post Office to use the
bulk mailing permit of the Area Assembly for our flyer thus saving us a great deal in
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postage expense.

First drafts of program are presented, discussed and altered where necessary.  .

First flyer, was sent to last years attendees, to Pacific Region Delegates, and Pacific
Region Central Offices as well as the B.C./Yukon delegate.

Oct. 1996 Gary reported on his discussion with the Pacific Regional Trustee and it was decided
to change the time of the business meeting and to color code the name badges with
colored dots.

A local taper was contacted and agreed to do the taping within the GSO guidelines.  It
was stipulated that the tapes were not to be part of his permanent collection and would
only be sold at PRAASA and to persons sending in the forms distributed at PRAASA.

Nov. 1996 Treasurer reports that all is going well and expenses are in line.

Next meeting will be at the Red Lion and we will have a walk through.  Red lion was
notified of the cancellation of the Al-anon Luncheon and we increased the banquet
minimum by 300 to offset their loss.  Fortunately we had underestimated the original
banquet figures and saw no problem reaching the new total.

All delegates are contacted for presenters and are asked to respond within 30 days. 

Dec. 1996 Walk through is accomplished and final adjustments for room assignment are made.

Program is reviewed and approved. It should be ready for printing by the Feb.
Meeting.

Committee is informed that the Treasurer has suffered a heart attack undergone
bypass surgery and is recovering nicely.  He believes that he is able to complete his
duties as Treasurer, but, if not his alternate can handle the job.

Jan. 1997 Treasurer is doing fine and his alternate brings his report to meeting.

We have run out of space in the Red Lion and all delegates have been informed that
we have alternate facilities nearby at the same rates.

We have slightly over 350 registered.  We lower the registration fee for Alateen to
$5.00 to promote greater participation.  We have a list of alternate less expensive
motels and the information will be available thru the contacts on the registration form.

We decide to provide complimentary registration, hotel rooms and luncheon/banquet
tickets to the Manager of the General Service Office.  In addition our speakers and
their companions will receive complimentary banquet tickets and registration.
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We provide $500.00 to Literature Committee for stock of literature to be reimbursed
from sales.  We need at least 200 Service Manuals.  (Which sold in a couple of hours
once people found out we had them). 

Last mailing of flyers/registration forms with rough schedule of program sent in the
middle of the month as required by the guidelines

Feb. 1997 Questionnaire has been developed for completion by registrants.  We approved the
allowing of spouses/companions to attend banquet without registration.

We discussed appropriateness of having Al-Anons work on registration and learned
that Al-anon Tradition requires that they protect the anonymity of AA members.

Registration reaches 647 with 455 banquet tickets.  Only one ASL signer request so
far.

A third hotel has been arranged.  We have filled our commitment at the other two.  
We are discussing a shuttle bus with the Red Lion.

We decide we need a Decorations Chairperson and Al-Anon Chair makes a
suggestion.  We will need a PRAASA '97 banner and a cover for the podium with the
theme.

Mar. 1997 We have requested translation equipment from Al-Anon, Arizona Area, Mid Southem
California Area, San Diego Area and Southern California.  It will be checked and a
large supply of batteries purchased. All are to be UPS'ed to Gary. 

We have decided to run our own shuttle bus on a continuous basis between the three “
official” PRAASA hotels.  We have hired a 9 passenger van with insurance from
Enterprise Rent-A-Car and hired 3 off duty Enterprise employees at $9.00 per hour. 
They will be paid by Lewis Engraving who will cover them for workers compensation
and pay the appropriate payroll taxes. Lewis will be reimbursed for all expenses by
PRAASA.

Mar. 7 SHOWTIME .. PRAASA ’97 begins.

Mar. 9 Closing review.  A job well done!  We review the positive and negatives and share
with Oregon and Hawaii.

Reflecting:

It was a marvelous PRAASA  We thank God and all the A.A.’s in the Pacific region
for the privilege of hosting this event. The key to the committees success was the use
of experienced AA. and Al-Anon members.  Many of which worked on the 1995
International Convention Host Committee.  Liberal use of past and present Delegates
and Area Officers insured that we had the proper perspectives of A.A. General
Service.
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Careful,  prudent, and extremely conservative financial planning insured that the event
would be self-supporting.  Original budgets were based on 600 people attending and
this made it possible to implement the shuttle system that ultimately cost $1,300.00
without creating any problem. Budgets were used for each committee and watched
closely.

Final attendance figures were 933 AA’s and 195 Al-Anon’s and Alateens.  The
banquet was attended by 611 AA's and Al-Anon’s.  It should be noted for future
events that we did not have an Al-Anon Luncheon, so the banquet figures are higher
than normal.  Past Delegate Luncheon was attended by 46 people and 33 attended the
Delegates Luncheon.

We neglected to plan for wheelchair accessability to microphones and had to make
wider aisles after the first session.  We also obtained a wireless microphone for use, if
necessary.

Having the Chairpersons phone number on the flyer proved to be unwise.  It would
have been much smarter to use the Publicity Chairpersons name, as his job was
virtually over when the second mailing of the flyers was made in early January.  Also
it would have been better to have used the complete name of PRAASA somewhere on
the flyer, so newcomers would know what it means.  We needed to let people know
that it was ok to register on site, too.  Ending time for PRAASA is necessary in order
for people to schedule return flights.

Registration Committee needed more chiefs; one for database, one for on site
registration and one for problems.  Database program Filemaker runs on Windows 95.
Treasurer should have a cashier at registration.  We had 250-300 walk in registrants.

Archives Committee distributed 200 local history booklets.  The local display was
visited by all.

Publicity Committee should have poled Delegates to find out when they needed flyers.
Early contact with Post Office is necessary to insure that mailings will be approved
when we want to mail them.

Hospitality Committee thought they could have handled greeters at the airport better.
Hospitality suite was in use during all PRAASA hours.

Where Site and Catering are concerned, experience is a must.  Always check on
setups shortly before changes come about.  Make sure rooms are refreshed and set up,
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especially for luncheons and roundtables.  Make sure you meet with hotel staff and
they are familiar with flow of our event.

While the PRAASA Committee should be autonomous, Area Delegate should be a
part of the committee.  Area Officers on committee should report regularly to Area
Committees and Area Assembly and this should be their only assigned duty.

Program Committee should divide it’s responsibilities., one person in charge of panels
and one person in charge of workshops.  We had 7 panels with 4 presenters each and
that required 2 presenters from each area. Topics were roughed out from previous
years final Conference Report and were updated by reports coming out of General
Service Board weekends.  Close contact with GSO is necessary in order to get
information in time to put final program together.

We received incredible support from the Red Lion, staff. They broke all sorts of
records breaking down and setting up the rooms.  Their “I'll take care of it” attitude
when we needed a change in plans was deeply appreciated.  They never ever said,
“What do you need that for?”  They just implemented the changes immediately.
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CHAPTER 31

Thirty-first Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Boise, Idaho, March 6-8, 1998

NO REPORT WAS EVER SUBMITTED BY AREA 18.
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CHAPTER 32

Thirty-second Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, March 5-7, 1999

NO REPORT WAS EVER SUBMITTED BY AREA 17
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CHAPTER 33

Thirty-third Annual Pacific Region AA Service Assembly

Ogden, Utah, March 3-5, 2000

The original bid for PRAASA 2000 was submitted at the PRAASA ’97 business meeting. 
Ogden, Utah was chosen as the site for PRAASA 2000 by the Pacific Region Delegates at the
General Service Conference P.R. luncheon.  The bid was made by Panel 47 Delegate Rod Betonney.

The Area 69 Service Committee elected Tom Finn, our Panel 45 Past Delegate, to be Chairman
of the event.   Area 69 had a unique Committee that not only included a Past Delegate as Chairman
but also included Panel 39 Delagate, Patti Walters as Co-Chair and Panel 47 Delegate, Rod Betonney
as Program Chairman.  Mickey Hardesty, our current Panel 49 Delegate, served as our advisor.  The
rest of the Committee consisted of a group of enthusiastic and strong service oriented members of
Alcoholics Anonymous.  The vast majority of the Committee members had attended multiple
previous PRAASAs.

Our Committee worked in cooperation with the Al-Anon Co-Chairs.  We invited them to our
planning meetings so they could plan their activities without causing any conflict.

September 26, 1998

The whole tone of our Committee was set during our first meeting.  We discussed as a
Committee, that we would be working for, and be responsible to, the Pacific Region Delegate Panel,
not to Area 69.  With that in mind, following the PRAASA guidelines to the best of our ability was
utmost in all of our minds.

The actual meeting site location was still in conflict due to the dollars involved.  We wanted  to
be certain to offer the PRAASA attendees a reasonable and affordable hotel and registration rate.

The Committee Chairs were encouraged to begin to establish individual Committees made up
of people with a sincere commitment and interest in service. We encouraged participation from all of
the Districts in the Utah Area.

We recognized that we would be bringing a strong service 12th step call to Area 69.  PRAASA
would have a strong impact on the Utah Area fellowship.  This would be the first PRAASA in the
new century.  Where would we take it?  Our greatest asset would be to share our experience strength
and hope.

December 5, 1998
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Negotiations were completed with the Marriott Hotel in Ogden.

We asked Bob Pearson, Past Delegate, Past Trustee and Past General Manager of GSO to be
the Saturday night speaker.  We also invited Jim Clough, Pacific Region Trustee, and Greg Muth, 
the General Manager of GSO to attend.

February 13, 1999

We discussed the preparations that the Committee wanted to make before attending PRAASA
in Hawaii.  We wanted to help build enthusiasm for PRAASA 2000.  All those traveling to Hawaii
from Utah were offered the opportunity to purchase and wear a button “Ask Me About PRAASA
2000”.  

The preliminary flier (a work in progress) was approved by the Committee.   A limited number
of this advance flyer would be provided to the attendees in Hawaii. 

We decided that it would be very important for all of the Committee members attending
PRAASA in Hawaii to attend both the PRAASA business meeting on Saturday and the Hawaii
Committee wrap-up meeting on Sunday.

We were ready to receive pre-registrations for PRAASA 2000.  As a Committee, we
encouraged each other to register as soon as possible.

We reviewed and discussed the Guidelines for PRAASA along with the proposed changes that
would be discussed and voted on in Hawaii.  The Committee discussed our goal of following the
guidelines.  We continued to be committed to make every effort to do so.  Our intent was not to make
changes in the format, but to follow what PRAASA has historically done.  We planned to cover as
many Conference agenda items as possible in the time allotted.

March 28, 1999

We discussed the fact that PRAASA will undoubtedly change the Utah Area.  Hopefully, our
Area will gain an increased view and appreciation for the value of our service structure.  As a
Committee, we recognized that we needed to move forward with direction; while at the same time
have an enjoyable and memorable experience.

We set up a registration and financial reporting system that would have equal accountability
and responsibility.  Our system included a three-way check and balance system that insured that our
registrations and finances were always in balance.
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We distributed a limited quantity of flyers in Hawaii.  They included information regarding the
hotel and transportation.  Future flyers would include more detailed information.

The Program Chair started to layout a program format that would be filled out later with topics
and presenters. We talked about the fact that the panels are the “meat and potatoes” of PRAASA. 
We plan to have a speaker panel with Japanese members and members from the Navajo Nation.  This
would be a good way to build on last years discussion about 12 step work done around the world by
our General Service Office.  All moderators, panel presenters, and round table chairs will be assigned
an advisor. We think it will have a positive effect on how well everyone would be prepared to do
their part.

We received $1500 in initial seed money from Hawaii.  After deducting a $1000 payment to
the Marriott Hotel and adding in early registrations,  we had $750 on hand.

We want PRAASA 2000 to be back to the basics that represent and encourage the stated
purpose of PRAASA.  Those of us who attended PRASSA in Hawaii, agreed unanimously that the
1999 PRASSA was excellent and followed the stated purpose of PRAASA.

May 17, 1999

A substantial portion of the meeting time was spent reading through the PRAASA Guidelines
as a Committee.  We stopped and discussed those items of concern or confusion.  The Committee
now had a better understanding of how to reach our goal. This particular meeting helped to unify our
Committee and focus our direction.

The PRAASA 2000 budget was presented and discussed.  Due to the 1999 change in the
guidelines regarding the distribution of funds, we were the transition Committee.  This meant that we
received  less seed money than PRAASA Committees in recent years.  The total seed money
distributed to Area 69 was $2304.

The San Diego/Imperial Area and the Mid-Southern California Area offered to translate the
PRAASA guidelines into Spanish.  They also offered to translate anything else that we needed.  In
addition, they offered to let our Committee borrow their translation equipment.

August 22, 1999

At this time, we had 30 people pre-registered.  We determined that the registration packets
would include a current copy of the PRAASA guidelines, program, roundtable schedule, finance
report from both 1998 (Boise) and 1999 (Hawaii), minutes from 1999 PRAASA, any current
motions, badges, ribbons, and banquet tickets.
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The quantity of on-site registration volunteers needed and the ideal quantity  of donated
computers was determined.  To have registration open for 27 to 30 hours on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday, would require a total of 135 to 150 man hours.  We talked about “spreading the word” and
encouraging enthusiasm.

September 25, 1999

We reviewed our timeline, the Committee was set and working very well.  So far we were
meeting our milestones.  We reviewed any details that needed to be covered.  We had an open
discussion between committees and brought up any concerns, problems, and questions that we hadn’t
discussed before.

Our Delegate reminded us that the Pacific Region Delegates wanted us to stay as close to the
Conference agenda items as possible.  At this time, the Delegates had not voiced any concern about
the 2000 Committee or our progress.

November 13, 1999

We reviewed copies of the preliminary program.  It was based on an outline from Hawaii. The
program is on schedule with the timeline.  Our Delegate committed to give the Program Chairman
information on the Conference topics as they become available to her.  She anticipated having
preliminary items by mid January.

Mickey was sending monthly postcards, depicting the scenery of Utah, to the Pacific Region
Delegates.  One more way to build enthusiasm and hopefully make our guests feel welcome.

Both Box 459 and the Grapevine were notified about PRAASA. We planned to set up
welcome/information tables by the baggage returns at the airport.  They would be manned with
flyers, maps, and local information.

At this time we had received 74 pre-registrations and 1 Alanon pre-registration.  700 individual
flyers plus packets of flyers have been mailed to the Delegates.

January 15, 2000

Final arrangements had been made for the hospitality tables at each terminal of the airport.

There will be a hospitality table at each terminal.  Maps and other information will be available
at the tables.  Thursday, 12:00 noon to 10:00pm, Friday, 7:00am to 11:00pm, Saturday, 7:00am to
3:00pm

Final arrangements had been made for the registration tables at the hotel. 
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We now had 192 attendees pre-registered.

Our Delegate anticipated having the agenda items by the end of January.

The menus for the meals had been arranged for with the hotel.

February 5, 2000

We have arranged for and assigned 16 rooms for roundtables.  We would be using all of the
meeting rooms available at the hotel.  The hotel was given instructions as to how we wanted each of
the rooms setup.

We reviewed a draft copy of the PRAASA Agenda.  Most of the topics on the agenda had been
identified.

There were no requests made for special needs by the due date of 02-01-00.  Therefore, we
would not arrange for American Sign Language translators for this year.

We talked in depth about how PRAASA and working on this PRAASA Committee had
impacted all of our lives in a very positive manner.

We recommended to the transportation suppliers that they book return trips to SLC at the time
of the delivery to Ogden. The PRAASA Committee printed and distributed a flyer to those on the
PRAASA mailing list.  The flyer clarified recent changes in the shuttle service from Salt Lake City to
Ogden.

As of this date, we had 337 pre-registered, 310 AA, 4 Alanon, 3 Friends.

February 20, 2000

As of this date, we had 497 pre-registered, with 71 registered from Utah. Ten people requested
Spanish translation.

We reviewed the preliminary program.  A coordinator for the program participants and a
coordinator for the round tables were recruited.

February 27, 2000

Final detail arrangements were made with the hotel.  There would be tables available for both
registration and for the Utah Area Standing Chairs to display literature.  Arrangements were also
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made for a message board.  There would be no ramp available.  We would need to arrange to help
any presenter who can not use the stairs.

We anticipated that some participants would start to arrive on Wednesday night.

We discussed the format of the announcements and the panels. The “Responsibility Statement”
will be said at the end of each session.

Pre-registration was cut off as February 27, 2000.  Any registrations received after the cut off
must be processed at the registration table on Thursday.

All but 8 of the invited presenters had confirmed that they will attend and participate.

The Round Table Moderators have been asked to assign one recorder for both the Saturday and
the Sunday night round tables.

If any presenters are “no-shows”,  they would be replaced by the following people:  the panel
Delegate advisor, Jim Clough, or Greg Muth.

If needed, backups for coordinators, timers, and readers, would be from Utah.  The Area 69
timer and light would be used by the person filling the position of recorder/timer.  An applause sign
will be used if the participant goes over the time allotted.  A bell will be rung before each session to
remind the participants that the brake is over.

We had a good supply of volunteers lined up for the airport information tables.

We reviewed the current budget and financial report.  We were in good shape at this point.  The
three registration and financial checkpoints were in balance.

We talked again about staying with the basics.  Our Committee did not want to waver from the
guidelines or set any precedents that other PRAASA Committees would be compelled to follow.

March 03, 2000

March 04, 2000

March 05, 2000
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It was finally here, The Thirty -Third Annual Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service
Assembly.  What an opportunity for the Utah Area.  We received an enormous 12th step boost from
the rest of the Pacific Region.

The biggest gift from the Pacific Region was the gift of involvement.  Area 69 was afforded the
opportunity to participate in an intimate way with others who understand the importance of not only
the 12 Steps of Recovery and the 12 Traditions but the 12 Concepts as well.

We had a total of 793 participants;  739 Alcoholic and 54 Al-Anon. 

We had 520 that attended the Saturday night Banquet.  There were 17 that attended  the
Delegate Only Luncheon and 38 at the Past-Delegate luncheon.  The Al-Anon luncheon had 95 in
attendance. 

We had literature displays by most of our Standing Chair Committees.  Our Grapevine,
Literature, Cooperation with the Professional Community, and Public Information Chairs were there
to offer literature and answer any questions that any of the attendees may have had.  They received
very positive feed back and input.  They distributed an abundance of literature about the various
Committees.  In addition, over 300 of the new Service Manuals were put into circulation.  

The majority of our Area Officers and Standing Chairs attended and participated  in the
PRAASA panels and roundtables.  The roundtables were well attended.  It was stated by several of
our Committee members, that the roundtables were possibly the most valuable portion of PRAASA.

The PRAASA 2000 Committee thanks the Pacific Region for the opportunity to serve.

Respectfully submitted by

Shirley Ohlson 

PRAASA 2000 Committee Secretary

Area 69 Chairman, Panel 49
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Pat Sims

The birth of the Pacific Region General Service Assembly!

The day I was elected delegate to New York General Service [Conference], Ed Hartsock, then
delegate, and I sat down to chat over coffee.  In the course of the conversation he told me it was a
dream of his to see such an assembly for the state of California.  I thought about it for several weeks
and, in April when I went to New York, I had occasion at one luncheon to be seated with delegates
from Washington, Oregon, Alaska and Nevada.  I asked them what they thought about it.  Someone
said, “Why not the whole Pacific Region?”   I replied, “Why not?  Will you guys support me if I get
it going?”  The answers were a quick “yes.”

On my return, I went to the San Francisco Summer Convention.  I talked to the Northern
California alternate delegate, secretary and the treasurer.  We all decided “Green Light.”  Then, we
hit upon the idea of turning the whole thing over to Stan Wilsey.  He was a first class organizer and
the die was cast.

Invitations went out fast and furious and by December everything was under control.  The first
meeting was held with 100% delegate attendance from all the Pacific states.

I am proud that this wonderful group has kept Ed Hartsock’s dream alive.  I am sure it has been
worth every effort that has gone into this worthy yearly event and it just goes to prove, “Some dreams
do come true.”

(Taken from a letter by Pat Sims, dated November 5, 1984)
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Carl Binam, Santa Maria, California

16 Apr. 1984

I’ll try to put down some of my memories about the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.  The
first one was held in 1968 in Fresno, CA.  It was held in January, the later part I think.  I know the
weather was real bad; it was cold and the windshield iced up out in the parking lot.  The condition 
weatherwise wasn’t too good.  It was held in the Convention Center, I believe; the facilities were real
good.

Pat Sims, the delegate from Northern California Coastal Area, was involved in it and I think it
was her idea, if I remember correctly.  Stan Wilsey was the General Chairman of it and he did most
of the groundwork, I think.  He got mailing lists and sent out the flyers.  At that time I was GSR from
the Santa Maria Valley Group and I received some flyers in the mail telling about it.  Opal and I went
over to that Assembly.

I don’t really remember too much on it; I wasn’t involved too much with it.  I know they had
panels and they had some speakers and I remember Eric Bergman being there and George Grimstad
was one of the speakers.  I also remember that Jim Masterson was one of the leaders there.  In fact,
Jim Masterson, I think was the leader on the last meeting.  I believe he made the announcement when
they didn’t make enough money to meet expenses.  As they went out the door after the meeting was
over, he asked people to put money in cans; they were trash cans or something sitting beside the
door.  He asked people to put money in the cans there to see if they could get money enough to make
expenses for the facility and everything that was involved in it.  I don’t remember what the
attendance was.  I do remember that they had a business meeting down town in a hotel and it was not
an open meeting.  I did hear after that meeting that they had quite a lot of arguments and things; I did
not attend it.  I don’t think all the states in the Pacific Region were involved in it.  I think some of
them weren’t there.  I believe Stan made an announcement and apologized for the fact that he had
forgotten to invite Idaho to come to it.  I think it was a rather hurriedly put together thing.

The second one was held in Reno, Nevada in 1969, and it was in January.  The weather was
terrible; in fact, we got snowed in and had a little problem getting out.  Opal and I went with a couple
that lived up by Shell Beach.  Bill and Ara Quinlon was their name.  Bill had various periods of
sobriety and he later died drinking.  I don’t know at this time where Ara is.  But, we went up there
with them.

They had numerous panels and they had some pros and cons panels.  Somebody would talk for
a question and somebody would talk against it.  I remember I had the impression that a lot of them
were talking about something they didn’t agree with.  They might be talking for a question and they
really weren’t for it.  They would try to talk about being for it anyway.  I remember getting that
impression out of it.  I also remember that Cliff Walker gave a talk; it was a very interesting talk.

The business meeting at that one was held in a room off from the main auditorium.  This was in
a hotel and I don’t remember the name of the hotel.  But it was held in a room off to one side and it
wasn’t really an open meeting, and everybody wasn’t invited.  Roy Sherrill was our alternate delegate
at the time.  In 1969, I had been elected District Committee Member for District 22 in Southern
California.  Roy came to me and told me they were holding a business meeting and that everybody
wasn’t invited. It was more or less a closed business meeting, but Roy and I went anyway.  We didn’t
get thrown out, so we stayed.  I also remember that the delegates of the Pacific Region were not in
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favor of what was happening and they didn’t want any part of the thing.  One of the things they
didn’t like was, it was called the Western General Service Assembly at that time.  A lot of people had
the idea that they were trying to start a General Service Assembly out here and separate from New
York.  That didn’t go over very big and this all came up at the meeting.  The delegates didn’t want to
be responsible for it.  They did decide to have another one.  I don’t think they asked for bids at that
meeting but they did decide to hold one in 1970.  A little bit later, I talked to Roy about this and I
submitted a bid through our delegate, who was Art Kolkmann at the time, to host the 1970 one. 
When they went to New York, the delegates decided to hold it in Arizona so we lost out on the bid.

In 1970 it was held in Phoenix.  They had changed the name of it from Western General
Service Assembly to the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.  That helped cool things down a little
bit.  We went over to Phoenix for it and it was held, I believe, in April of that year; a little bit later to
get out of the bad weather, cause it had been so bad up in Reno.

We got over to Phoenix and one of the things I noticed, they had a table with a bunch of
non-conference-approved literature on it and a bunch of little things to sell, little gimmicks and gifts
and stuff.  I talked to some people about that and they removed it.

Stan Wilsey was the General Chairman of that one and Red Dillon was the local chairman.  All
in all, it was a pretty good Assembly, I feel.  I did participate in it on one of the panels.  When it
came Saturday night, they had the business meeting in Red Dillon’s room.  He had a large room in
the hotel.  There was a lot of bickering and concern and talk about the purpose of it, where it was
going and what was going to happen to it.  They asked for bids for 1971 and there wasn’t any;
nobody wanted it.  They didn’t want to be involved in anymore of this hassle that was going on.  Due
to the fact that we had submitted a bid here in 1970 they asked me if we could take it for 1971.  I
could not make any commitment because I didn’t know where we could have it or anything; so, they
asked me if I’d go home and see if I could find a place and take it for 1971.

At that time, it looked to me like it was about to fold up.  In fact, I think it was very doubtful if
they would ever have another one the way it looked then, and from all the things that were happening
and all the things that were going on.

I came back home and started looking for a place to see if we could hold it here in Santa Maria.
 I went and talked to the people at the Holiday Inn and they had a pretty nice meeting room there.  I
talked to them and made some tentative arrangements with them.  It appeared to me that we could
have it here and Roy Sherrill felt that we could, after I told him what I had done.  As a result of that,
we told Art Kolkmann, who was our delegate, that we could have it here.  He went to the Conference
and told the delegates at their luncheon what had happened here and they selected Santa Maria for
the site to hold the one in 1971.

It was my last year as District Committee Member.  I started to do some work on this and I did
not get a good reception from a lot of people in the district; however, there was quite a number of
them that I was friends with and we had done a lot of work together, so it wasn’t all bad.  I asked to
serve as chairman of the Assembly.  I guess, because most of them didn’t want anything to do with it.
 In fact, I listened to a tape that was made of the delegates’ luncheon when this question came up in
1970, and they were a little less than friendly.  As a matter of fact, at that time, a lot of the delegates
wouldn’t even talk to each other hardly, they were just down right antagonistic.

I served as chairman of it and I asked Roy Sherrill to be secretary and I asked Evelyn Brummel
to be treasurer.  We had a committee of three people to put the thing together; also Opal, my wife,
helped an awful lot.  She ran a lot of errands and did a lot of the things and was a great assistance. 
We had an official committee of three people.  As I look back on this a little bit, we were better off
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having a small committee.  There wasn’t any controversy going on in the committee; everybody was
trying to do their job and was trying to help.  The committee meetings we had were in my house.  We
would sit down and have coffee and talk these things over and the committee was all in accord with
everything.

The Holiday Inn had asked me to make a commitment of 100 rooms to be taken there and I
thought, oh, my gosh; with all the fighting we had and all the trouble we had, I had no idea how
many people were going to attend this thing.  So, Roy and I sat down and talked this over.  He said,
“Well, I think maybe we could fill up 100 rooms.”  So, anyway, I made the commitment.  As it
turned out, we didn’t have any problem.  Roy Gertz was the manager of the Holiday Inn and he was
very helpful; he cooperated in every way he could.  They handled all the hotel reservations.  They
also agreed to put on a buffet luncheon with a very reasonable rate so people could eat there, those
that wanted to, and as it turned out, I think that almost everybody did.  I also talked to him about the
coffee and he said that he would furnish the coffee to us for $1.00 a gallon.  That included cups,
sugar and cream.

I met Red Dillon down at the Palm Springs Roundup.  I had some correspondence with him
and he was going to it, so I agreed to meet him down at Palm Springs.  We talked about these things
and we had a long talk about all the things that happened in the past.  Red and I were pretty good
friends and we discussed it real good.  Red gave me a check left over from the 1970 one.  He had
made some money on it, so we weren’t broke to start with.  He was, for all intents and purposes,
broke when he started the other one.  The first two of them had made $70.00, I think that he had to
start with.  He gave me a check for the other one for $600 and some cents, so we weren’t  broke
when we started the one up here.  I was very grateful for that, it made the job a little easier.  He gave
me some other papers and data that I looked over and it helped me some.

The fact that I had attended the other three was a big help to me.  I had some kind of idea of
what to do and how to put them on and what to kindly expect.  I also had some ideas of my own
about this thing.  I think one of the things that I wanted to try to do, if at all possible, was to cut out
some of the controversy that was going on with it.  I don’t know why, but for some reason or other, it
seemed as though I felt that it was a good thing but it wasn’t going very well.  One of the first things
that I did was take Stan Wilsey out of it as General Chairman.  I took him off of that and we did not
have a General Chairman and we haven’t had one since.  That has proved to be a good thing.

I scheduled it for the second weekend in March.  I felt that if we could have it about six weeks
before the delegates went to the Conference it would be helpful to them.  It would give them a
chance to bone up on things and listen to it and be a little bit better informed when they went to the
Conference.  So, I scheduled it for the second weekend in March.  That seemed real good except I
got a call from Stan and he said that conflicted with the Northern California Conference, could I
change the date.  I went and talked to the Holiday Inn and changed the date to the first weekend in
March.  It has been held the first weekend in March ever since then.  So, that proved to be the
appropriate time to hold it, I think.

In November 1970, I was elected delegate for the Southern California Assembly Area.  My
term as Committee Member ended and my term as delegate started, and I was chairman of this
Assembly at the same time.  There wasn’t any conflict because it was for General Service and it
worked very well together.

I went to make up the program and I used the people who had pre-registered.  I think at some of
the others, they had used anybody they could get.  In fact, the first one they didn’t even list the
peoples’ names that were going to be on the panels, because they got whoever they could, I guess.  I
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decided the thing that I should do is use the people who had pre-registered.  We sent out flyers and a
few registrations started coming in.  I used these people that had pre-registered and put them on
panels.

The panels that I made up were from topics that were to be discussed at the General Service
Conference.  I corresponded with Waneta New at GSO.  She was the secretary of the General Service
Conference.  She sent me those topics just as quick as she could send them.

I tried to put people on the panels from different parts of the Pacific Region.  I felt that it was
better to get ideas from various Areas instead of getting just ideas from one specific Area, so I had
people on the panels from different Areas.  I tried to not put any two people on a panel that came
from the same Area and this gave us a better cross section of what was going on.  Sometimes they
agreed and sometimes they didn’t agree and this is all good; there’s nothing wrong with that.  I also
figured to use the people that had pre-registered was the thing to do because I felt that if they had the
time and were willing to spend the time and money to come they ought to have something to offer.  I
didn’t even know some of these people, all I had was the names.  Some of them I had met at other
places, at conventions and things, some of them I didn’t know.  I remember one thing that I had to
laugh about a little bit later. We had a panel concerning young people and I put one or two on that I
knew was a young person and I put a couple of other people on and I didn’t know them.  When they
got here I found out one of them was a lady about 70 years old.  It just proved out real good because
she had something to offer about young people, the feelings of them coming, but I had a little laugh
about that.

Another thing I felt we should do was to have some participation of the people from the floor,
so we set up floor mikes.  The panels would run about an hour and then we had 30 minutes left after
each panel for the people to get up from the audience and ask questions and make comments;
everybody got to participate that wanted to participate. That proved out to be very good. I think the
people that came felt they were a part of the Assembly; they were not excluded.

Another little thing that I figured out from these past ones was that we ought to have a little
longer break.  The breaks should be long enough to give the people a little bit of time to visit.  I had
at least 30 minutes between panels so we could get coffee and visit and get their visit out and they
would be ready to go back to the next panel by that time.  I notice that panels where they only had 10
or 15 minutes between them the people weren’t ready to go back; they wanted to visit a little more.

We didn’t have any banquet at this one because that took up a lot of time.  We had a buffet and
the people attended it well and the Holiday Inn gave us a good price on it, so the buffet worked out
real fine.

When it came time for the business meeting we had an open business meeting this time.  It
wasn’t held in somebody’s room.  It wasn’t held in some other area; we had it right in the meeting
room where we had the other business.  It was an open business meeting and we had mikes on the
floor and everybody could participate that wanted to participate.  We had a group conscience is what
we had.  One of the most gratifying things probably was when we asked for bids for 1972.  We had
four bids,  two for 1972 and two for 1973.  Compared to what we had over in Phoenix in 1970, it
seemed like an awful lot of people were interested and that really made us feel good.  So, we weren’t
concerned anymore about having a place to hold it.



PRAASAMemory Lane Page M-7

I met Ralph Searle there from Utah, he lives in Ogden.  That’s where I first met Ralph.  He had
come down here to see what we were having and what was going on.  Ralph was very interested. 
Utah was not in our Region at that time.

One other thing on this business meeting.  While I was putting this thing all together and trying
to get it to working right, I kept thinking all the time that suppose we have this some place where the
people hadn’t been to the others.  I had been to three of them before.  Suppose that somebody put in a
bid for it and got it that hadn’t been to some of them and didn’t know what they were doing.  Why
shouldn’t we have some guidelines to give them something to go on.  I wrote up a set of guidelines
for the Assembly and they were presented at the business meeting.  In fact, I had passed out copies a
day or so before the business meeting so people could have a chance to read them over.  We went
over those and they talked about them and finally it was decided and a motion was made and passed
that the delegates should form a committee at the General Service Conference and go over these
guidelines and see if they couldn’t come up with a finalization and present them to the next
Assembly for approval.  So, that’s the way the guidelines were left.  When we did go to the
Conference that year we formed a committee and on that committee was Shorty Hofstedt from
Wash., Dick Toussaint from Nev. and Bob Allen from HI and myself from Calif., I served as
chairman.  We went over the guidelines and made minimum changes and they were later approved at
the next Assembly.  When we were at the Conference we approved the site for 1972 would be at
Pasco, Washington.  Washington had made a bid for it.

One of the interesting and most gratifying things that happened was that we didn’t have a
complaint out of the 1971 Assembly.  There was not one complaint made at that one that was held
here and I think that that is the only one that I’ve been to, and I’ve been to all of them, that there
wasn’t some complaints.  That was very gratifying.  I think that was the turning point of this Pacific
Region AA Service Assembly.  I think that was the point at which we felt it wasn’t going to collapse,
it wasn’t going to fold up and that it would continue.

When we went to the Conference that year I talked to George Stewart from Utah.  It seems as
though that when Ralph Searle got back to Utah he went to see George.  George was the delegate up
there and he told him what had happened down here and he was so pleased with it that he asked the
Utah Area Assembly to request to be transferred to the Pacific region.  George submitted it to the
Conference that year and lo and behold, the Conference approved it.  So, Utah became a part of the
Pacific Region and it was the result of the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly that was held here in
Santa Maria.  They have played a good part ever since then.  I know also that Dick Toussaint,
delegate from Nevada, told me that if he had not attended this and heard all those Conference items
discussed that he would have been at a total loss at the General Service Conference that year.  I also
know that at the General Service Conference in 1971, which was my fist one, that we got on record
there and got told that we were the best informed delegates of the whole Conference.  People that
were trustees and various people like that said that we were a well informed bunch of delegates.  So,
some good started to come out of the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly at that time.

In 1972, it was held in Pasco, Washington.  Shorty Hofstedt was the chairman that year.  As I
said before, the guidelines had been gone over by the committee and they were presented at that
Assembly and they were adopted at the business meeting.  So, the guidelines were in affect and they
were a help to keep the people going along the same line that we had been and we had a good
Assembly that year.

One of the things that we did in the guidelines, and it has proven out to be useful; the bids are
made at the Assembly at the business meeting each year.  The bids are made for the next year or two
years, but the selection is not made until the delegates meet at their luncheon at the General Service
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Conference.  I might tell you the reason for this.  It was felt that if the selection was made at the
Assembly, at the business meeting, that it would be loaded up with people that lived in that one
particular Area and it might not be rotated and it wouldn’t be fair to people who couldn’t come and
vote.  In order to make it fair for everyone we figured to do it at the General Service Conference
meeting.  Every Area would have a vote that way and it wouldn’t be loaded down with people from
one specific Area.  That has proven out to be very good because it’s fair that way.  And it also gives
an Area a chance to bid that maybe didn’t have all of their material together at the Assembly.  They
can make a bid at the meeting in New York when the delegates meet there.  It has proven out to be a
very fair way to do the thing.

In 1973 it was held in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Dick Toussaint was the chairman that year.  I
remember two or three people coming to me that year and wanted something changed in the
guidelines.  This was a year after they had already been accepted by the Assembly.  One of them was
Jim Masterson, he wanted something changed.  I told him that I didn’t have anything to do with it
anymore; that I didn’t have any say whether they changed anything or not.  If he wanted something
changed, I suggested that he get up at the business meeting and make a motion to that effect.  I never
knew why Jim really didn’t want to do that but he didn’t do it, So whatever it was he wanted done
didn’t get done.  He wouldn’t get up and make a motion, so nothing happened out of that.  Anyway,
we did have a good Assembly and they made a little money.  In fact, since 1971 they have made
money and sent money to the General Service Office each year and had enough for the next
committee to go on.

Some of the Areas, one or two of them, were a little bit skeptical of what this Assembly was
supposed to do.  Oregon hadn’t sent anybody on a regular basis.  There had been some people come
but they hadn’t  sent anybody on a regular basis.  They still had a feeling they were trying to secede
from the General Service Office in New York.  The guidelines plainly cut that out and put that to
rest, I think.  In 1973, at Las Vegas, I think that Oregon did have someone there.  But they had a little
trouble accepting it up there.  Somebody finally decided one time they weren’t going to be a part of
it.  Nobody said anything; I don’t think anybody did anything really.  They just let them go and I
think that’s what Bill [Wilson] said, wish them well and let them go when something like that
happens and that’s what we did.  Eventually they came back in it and they are in it full blast now. 
They are doing just as much as everybody else is.

I know they started having a past delegates’ luncheon.  It got some of these people together that
were mad at each other a few years before and they started talking to each other and that was a big
help.

In 1974, it was held in Boise, Idaho.  Harold Porr was chairman of it and Ted Bowen was
co-chairman.  Ted was delegate at the time.  Ted lived in Malad City and Harold lived in Boise and
he was putting it together.  I worked with Harold quite a little bit and he talked to me quite a little bit.
 One time, I remember, he told me they were going to have what they needed in Idaho the most;
whether it was the way we had had it before or not, they were going to have it the way it best helped
Idaho, so they did.  They had a business meeting and there was quite a bit going on.  Some of the
business items the delegates felt they couldn’t act on them because they needed to go back and talk to
the people of the Area Assemblies, they couldn’t speak for them.  they tried to delete some of the
things from the guidelines.  Seems like we had this faction that was always making a power play for
something along about that time.  They had their nose in and wanted to change so somebody would
have more power.  The business meeting wound up being two sessions; one before the banquet, and
they took up again after the banquet.  Harold chaired the first part and Stan Wilsey chaired the
second part.  We got through it and we had bids for the others.
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In 1975, it was held in Salt Lake City, Utah.  I believe Bill Taylor was chairman of it and I
think Ike Bowers was the delegate at that time.  One of the things they tried to do at the business
meeting in Salt Lake was, some of them tried to make a move to have a committee run this thing and
have this a continuing committee.  There would not be particularly a very big committee from the
hosting Area; but a committee that was appointed or elected or would some way get into office to run
this thing.  That caused a lot of controversy and there was a big flap and that got voted down.  Oh,
one funny thing happened there.  Al Marineau was making a big pitch for something and he had gone
over his time and he kept talking anyway; and Roy Hodges was running the floor mike and he cut the
sound off on him and that shut Al up.  This move that was tried, to put somebody in charge of this
thing, did not get going, it didn’t pass.  But the whole thing wasn’t dead.  I know that it wasn’t dead
because there were some people still trying to change the guidelines and still trying to get somebody
in charge of the whole thing with a rotating committee.  This was causing quite a bit of concern. 
Some people thought it was a good idea and some people didn’t like it.

In 1976, it was held in Tucson, Arizona.  Wes Smith was the chairman of it and I think Jim
Smith was the delegate that year.  We had a real bad business meeting because all of this thing was
coming to a head.  Their delegates had met over there with Stan Wilsey, who was trustee at the time.
 There were some of the delegates who felt they should have a new set of guidelines.  They had the
idea that the delegates should be in charge of this.  They were trying to put that through and trying to
take away the vote of the people who attended the Assembly and put everything in the hands of the
delegates.  It seemed to me what they were trying to do was make a General Service Board out of
them with some power.  I know I wrote a lot of letters to people over that.  I had written them before
that.  I knew what was going on and I wrote to the people in various Areas that I knew and they came
to the meeting.  We voted this down; this was not accepted.  The people there voted it down and they
would not go with that idea.  Other than that fight and battle, it was a pretty good Assembly.  There
were a lot of good things came out of it as far as the panels, but the business meeting part of it was a
bad deal.  This controversy was going on and the fact they were trying to take the group conscience
away from the people there was just bad all way around.  Anyway, they didn’t approve it.  Lo and
behold, about ten days after the Assembly Stan Wilsey sent out a new set of guidelines.  He sent
them out to all of the delegates.  A new set of guidelines of how this thing should be run.  That really
set off a furor because we thought it was all settled over there.  Jim Shaw was our delegate at the
time.  I know Jim wrote a lot of letters to various people that he didn’t approve of this.  I wrote letters
to people against this thing.  Stan had really upset everybody in the Pacific Region that was involved
in this thing.  Jim Shaw went back to the Conference that year and, based on what he told me, he
went and talked to Dr. Jack, who was chairman of the General Service Board.  The movement on at
that time was to have Stan kicked off the General Service Board and bring it up before the full
Conference because he had interfered in the Regional affairs.  The trustee is supposed to represent
AA as a whole and not one Region.  Stan had interfered in the Regional affairs and was trying to
make a move to run the Region.  Jim went back there and talked to Dr. Jack about bringing this up to
have him removed from the Board and not approved as a Board member that year.  It never got to the
Conference floor because at the delegates’ luncheon meeting it was brought up and Stan finally tore
his letter up that he had sent to all the delegates and backed off from his position on it.  Jim backed
off from his so it wasn’t brought before the Conference.

In 1977, it was held in Seattle, Washington.  Natalie Schwanke was chairman that year and I
think Fran Polek was delegate up there.  Everything went real smooth.  They had good panels and
followed the guidelines.  Eric Bergman chaired the business meeting and nothing happened with any
real significance.  There was a suggestion the guidelines should be reviewed and updated.  They
re-activated the old original committee of which I was chairman, to go over the guidelines.  One of
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the things that was very beneficial that happened at that meeting was, if I remember right, Al Buell
made the motion that a copy of the guidelines be included with the brochures and registration card
when they were handed out to everybody that comes.  Everybody would have a copy of the
guidelines and that has proven to be a very fine thing.  We did update the guidelines and went over
them and there was change or two as a result of motions that had been made in the past.

In 1978, it was held in Hawaii at the Kuilima Hotel.  Vic Blair was the chairman and Bob Allen
was his co-chairman.  Vic was also the delegate.  We had a good Assembly that year.  There was
good participation.  There was a good turnout.  One of the things that happened that drew some
attention was the fact that somebody from Hawaii had sent some brochures soliciting tours of some
sort.  That was brought up that we shouldn’t affiliate ourselves with any other people and we
shouldn’t be promoting something.  So, that was taken care of without any great big problem.

In 1979, it was held in Reno again, actually it was over in Sparks.  I think Jim Dickens was the
chairman of it and he was also delegate.  One nice thing about it we didn’t get snowed in there
because they were holding it the first weekend in March and the snow was over, so that worked out
pretty good.  There was a good Assembly there.  They had a good program and they had a good
turnout.  The turnout for these hasn’t been a huge number of people but it’s been people who were
interested in General Service and curious people and what not.  I talked to some people in Reno that
were from Oregon.  Oregon still wasn’t participating in it.  At that time there was still some various
thoughts on it.  I talked to some people at the banquet and urged them to go home and try to get
something going.  I don’t know what ever came of it.  I don’t know if they did or not.  But there were
some people from Oregon there and they did enjoy it and liked what they saw, so that was a big help.

In 1980, it was in Anaheim, California.  Goldene Lahann was chairman of it and Denver Colvin
was delegate at that time.  It was a good Assembly.  However, the turnout was very disappointing
because the huge number of people in AA in Southern California should constitute a better turnout
than what they had.  I don’t know what happened.  I don’t know why, but it seemed like there
weren’t as many people as we had hoped there would be in such a heavily populated area.  However,
that didn’t keep it from being a good Assembly.  I might also mention that Denver Colvin has since
passed away, he’s no longer with us.  Denver was a very active person and went to a lot of the
assemblies and made a big contribution to many of them.

In 1981, we went to Anchorage, Alaska.  Marge Farber was chairman of it and she was also
delegate there.  I can assure you that there was snow up there in March.  Opal and I flew up there and
we tramped in the snow.  Prices were high up there, too.  There was good participation of the people
there from Anchorage.  They got into it real good.  One of the things that I remember happening
there I guess we didn’t really expect, and that is that Alaska wasn’t divided up into districts.  They
didn’t have any district committee members.  We had them so long here we just thought everybody
did, I guess.  Hawaii didn’t have them some years ago but they had been divided up into districts. 
That was one of the topics and we had a lot of discussion.  Some of the people didn’t think they
needed them and some thought they did; of course, we people from outside of there felt we couldn’t
get along without them, I guess.  I distinctly remember that and since then they have divided up into
districts.  They are now operating in accordance with the [Service] Manual.  It wasn’t a case they
were operating against the Manual, it was just a case they didn’t have enough AAs up there.  It was a
good Assembly and I think it was good for Alaska.  Since that time, we have seen a lot of people
come from there.  I think it really helped them feel a part of the whole Region.

The year 1982 was a milestone because we had it in Portland, Oregon.  As I said before,
Oregon had been hesitant to participate in some of these.  Jack Denby was the chairman of it and
Diana Salnave was the delegate at that time.  Jack had been real active.  He had gone to a number of
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these.  He went to see what they were about.  He liked what he saw and he became delegate there and
he got the people moving.  I really believe he was the moving factor in getting Oregon really
involved in this thing.  We had a good turnout there.  They didn’t have as many as they thought they
would but that’s normal.  I think that when we look at these things we have a smaller percentage
turnout of people from the home area than we do from people that come in.  I don’t know why but it
seems to work that way.

In 1983, it was held in Santa Clara, California and that is in the Northern Coastal Area.  Sam
Eddy was the chairman of it and Bill Moore was delegate.  We had a very good Assembly.  There
was good participation.  There was real good participation from the floor.  The people on the panels
had all done their homework.  There wasn’t any controversy any more.  Everybody, I think, was
putting out their very best to make it a good Assembly.  I went away from that Assembly feeling that
finally the Assembly is accomplishing what I felt it should and that is to inform the people.  There
wasn’t any fighting or bickering, everybody was getting along with everybody.  I went to the
delegates’ luncheon there and all the old, past delegates were talking to each other and slapping each
other on the back and enjoying it.  Throughout the whole Assembly I noticed that.  I went away from
there feeling good about it.  The business meeting was good and overall I think the Assembly was
finally doing what it set out to do and what we intended for it to do.  It was there to help the people
and inform the people and inform our delegates.  It was a good one.

In 1984, we went to San Diego, California.  Don Callahan and Cliff Roche were chairmen and
Tom McKay was the delegate.  It was a good Assembly.  The panelists were well informed.  They
probably did their homework as well as any panels ever had done; they just continued on from Santa
Clara, I think.  I think one of the amazing things the people there, some of them with very little
sobriety, talking about Concepts and things of that nature that you don’t hear talked about very much.
 These people didn’t have a lot of sobriety so I know they did their homework.  I talked to Cec
Corrigal from Canada, he’s a past trustee.  He told me he just couldn’t believe what he was hearing
there, that these AAs were so involved.  He said he understood why the Pacific Region delegates
were well informed when they came to the General Service Conference.  He was there four years and
he saw them and heard them and after attending this Assembly he knew why they were well
informed.  I think it’s taken a lot of years, I think the controversy has been taken out of it and has
been put to rest.  I think the Assembly is doing the job that it’s intended to do.  I think as the result of
it, we are getting good, informed delegates.  They have every opportunity to be well informed and if
they aren’t, it’s not the fault of the people.  When you take the Area Assemblies and workshops that
are going on and the Pacific Region Assembly, and you get ideas and you get discussion from all
parts of the Region, you know things that are happening there.

I might bring up one thing that happened that was a first.  I brought up at the business meeting
about trying to get the archives of the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly put together and do
something about it.  They elected me chairman to try to do something on this and I presently am
involved in trying to get a history together and, hopefully, we will have a history of the Assembly. 
It’s gone on for 17 Assemblies and there hasn’t been anything done about it.  Hopefully, we can get
something put together.  There’s a few people who are no longer with us.  Stan Wilsey and Red
Dillon are gone, and Denver Colvin.  They’re all gone.  So, we’re trying at this time to work on the
archives and the history of the Assembly.

In 1985, it’s scheduled to be in Pocatello, Idaho, so we’re all looking forward to that one.
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I don’t know if there was an Al-Anon meeting held at the first Assembly in Fresno or not.  I
don’t remember it, and I can’t find anything in any program about it.  There was an Al-Anon meeting
held in 1969 in Reno at the second one.  There have been Al-Anon meetings held at all the
Assemblies since then.  They eventually got a full three-day program going, they didn’t have this at
the one in 1969, but they do have it now and have had it for quite some time.

This Assembly has brought the membership a lot closer together than it ever was before.  It’s
been a big benefit to AA as a whole.  People that come to these meetings for a few years get to know
each other and know people from other areas other than their own.  They get acquainted and talk. 
They become a lot more friendly and there’s a lot more communication going on, it’s just a big
benefit like that.  At each one of them the current delegates have a luncheon meeting and they meet
with the trustee.  They get to know each other cause every year there’s new delegates and they get
acquainted and get to know each other before they go to the Conference in New York.  They get to
discuss various aspects of the things that are going on.  It’s just a good thing that they can have a
chance to get acquainted and talk with each other and become friends.  This has been a tremendous
help.  At some of them they hold a past delegates’ luncheon; all these guys and gals get together and
talk about things in the past and reminisce a little bit.  This helps get them on a more friendly basis.  I
can remember there was a time when the California delegates would hardly talk to each other.  I
don’t know what the fighting was about, but it was there.  I guess a lot of competition perhaps, or
somebody trying to do something that somebody else didn’t like.  I don’t know what it was, but I
remember that time.  This doesn’t happen now.

There was a time when there was a feeling, I think, that California was trying to put something
over on everybody else because they had more delegates than anybody else; they had five delegates. 
I suppose there was somewhat of a feeling like that among the others.  This doesn’t exist anymore
because they know they’re not banding together to do something.  They weren’t banding together
really then, because they weren’t speaking to each other.  They now know each other on a personal
basis and they see each other two or three times a year, at least twice.  At the Pacific Region
Assembly and at the Conference, they see each other. This goes on for two years and most of them
get acquainted, perhaps even before they become delegates, at these Assemblies.  So, there’s several
years of friendship that is formed among these people.  This has been a big benefit that has come out
of these Pacific Region Assemblies.  I don’t think there are any words or any way the benefits could
ever be measured, I just think it’s great.

I’d like to mention, too, that there are five people who have attended all 17 of these.  We think
that’s some kind of a record.  Those people that have attended all of them are Wally Webb from
Everett, Washington, and Mary and Win Schussman, who live in Fairfield, California, and Opal and
Carl Binam, who live in Santa Maria, California.  We have attended all 17 of them and we look
forward to seeing each other every year.  I guess maybe we have just been more fortunate than some
people, perhaps we just love the Assembly more than some, or maybe we had the time.  Attending
these things kindly grows on a person, I think.  At the last one in San Diego, they had a show of
hands of the people that had attended ten or more and there was a lot of them.  So, once they start
going, many of them don’t stop, because they love AA and they love General Service and they can
get a lot from these Assemblies.

I think that’s about all I have for this tape.  I’m grateful for the opportunity to put down my
memories.
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(Taken from a tape dated April 16, 1984)
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Fran Polek, Spokane, Washington

The 1978 PRAASA at the Kuilima Hotel in Hawaii was a beautiful A.A. experience in every
way, and I hope in this report to share some of the excitement of the event.  To be sure, it was a
marvelous experience in my case to even be in Hawaii as I had never been there before, and the
airplane trip to the Islands (plane was absolutely jammed - every seat taken) was complete with all
kinds of eating treats such as pineapple, papaya, and the like.  We flew for close to five hours from
Seattle over the deep blue Pacific Ocean, and I began to get a sense of how much of our planet is
composed of water.  I looked out of the window most of the five hours, and I saw absolutely no thing
out there except sky, clouds and water.  Wow!  I had never been so out of touch with land before, and
it taught me something about geography!  We landed in Honolulu (it had been snowing when I left
Spokane in the morning), stepped out of the plane, and just couldn’t believe what it felt like. 
Fantastic!  Temperature was about 80, the sun was shining down, off came the tie and sport coat,
gentle winds wafted strange, new and exotic odors to the face and Hawaiian melodies could be heard
in the background.  It was like something in a travel brochure, and this feeling of paradise continued
through the Assembly days.  I took the hotel transportation from Honolulu to the Kuilima Hotel,
which is located at the far other end of the island of Oahu, and checked in.  The hotel itself is simply
spectacular; it is located on a narrow peninsula, beautiful blue-green surf booming in to shore on
either side of the hotel.  The rooms were beautiful, and the Assembly rooms also just excellent.

I took careful notes of each session because of my plans to produce this detailed report, and the
assembly opened on Friday at 1:45 p.m. with an ALOHA welcome from the chairperson, Bob A. of
Hawaii and Vic B., current Hawaii delegate.  The attendance was very good (I don’t have a final
figure on this, but more showed up than had been anticipated; the final number seemed roughly the
same as last year in Seattle).  At this first session, there was between two and three hundred A.A.
members from all our Pacific Region which is constituted of Washington, Oregon, California,
Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Nevada, Idaho and Utah.

The first panel convened at 2:00 p.m. and was entitled, A.A. in Hawaii.  A good place to begin,
and we were all impressed when we were told that Hawaii did not have an areawide service structure
till just two years ago.  Harry, the previous delegate, talked and told us that when he was elected
delegate for 1975 and 76, he had never even seen our A.A. service books.  But, as he put it, “I used
some of character defects to the utmost to get others interested in service structure.”  Harry did some
marvelous work for A.A. because Hawaii is now fully involved in a spirit of unity and harmony with
all the rest of the Areas.  There are 90 groups in Hawaii at the moment, and it clearly was very good
for the Hawaiian A.A. members to be at the PRAASA and see so many westerners involved in
service.  Throughout the entire weekend, we talked and talked to Hawaiians about our experiences in
dealing with various service-connected issues.  It was a good exchange for us all.  And during all
these sessions, most of which were held in the Kahuku Room (did we ever have trouble pronouncing
these Hawaiian names!!), we looked out through the windows and the open doors to see the grandeur
of the Pacific surf rolling in on each side of the hotel.  And along with this, we were constantly
impressed with the amazing openness and friendliness of the Hawaiians as they exchanged
information with us, told us about their service experience, and in general tried to be helpful.  I very
early learned the magnificent Hawaiian word MAHALO which means “thank you.”  One heard
MAHALO everywhere one went - and it sounded most pleasing to the ear!

The first session was designed to tell us what was going on in Hawaiian A.A., and the second
panel, which convened at 4:00 p.m., was entitled A.A. Policy in Action, and was composed of
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panelists from Idaho, Arizona, California and Hawaii.  Bob M. of Arizona pointed out that the policy
decisions in A.A. had a way always of reflecting what the members in all groups felt -- and that the
individual members acting in A.A. groups, attempting to make decisions based on informed group
consciences, were the real policy makers in the Fellowship.  Bob pointed out that every member in
A.A. has not only the right, but perhaps the obligation to generate policy.  Jim H. of Idaho talked of
the great chain in A.A. from member to GSR to Committeeperson to Delegate to the General Service
Conference.  Dick W. of California spoke of A.A. policy and anonymity, the idea that anonymity is
the foundation of our traditions, and how to keep the spirit of humility in service ever constant.  Herb
W. of Hawaii talked of the concept of anonymity in conjunction with the idea of alcoholism as a
disease (should we still be as careful as we have been with the principle of anonymity), and he
suggested yes, the principle is as firm now as it ever has been.  During the question period which
followed each panel, Dean K. of California pointed out that CPC Committees were functioning well
throughout our Region, and that the spirit of anonymity seems to be a properly strong tradition. 
Another question brought a response from me, because I am a member of the Agenda Committee for
the General Service Conference.  I pointed out that all agenda items come from individual A.A.
members who provide the committee with suggestions.  Our job on the Agenda Committee is to do
your bidding, to shape the Conference so that it reflects your agenda concerns.

The next panel at 8:00 p.m. was entitled A.A.’s Responsibility and was begun with Dean K.
(California) speaking of “what can we do for the alcoholic outside the Program.”  Dean suggested we
can’t do much, thought we might try to motivate the person to A.A., if possible, by distributing
literature, being available to talk, etc.  He also mentioned effective use of committees on Cooperation
with the Professional Community.  Jack W. of Utah talked about how we can be effective to the
alcoholic in the program (mainly by being good A.A. members ourselves--and by making sure we
have good, solid A.A. groups).  Eloise H. of Nevada talked about A.A. service structure and made
the point that it does work, and Vickey K. of California presented a good talk on “should our primary
A.A. service office be moved.”  (This is a topic again on the agenda for New York.)  She presented
both sides of the question.

After this panel, we had a late, late meeting which was quite memorable.  A number of fine
speakers talked, both from Hawaii and the Mainland, and most of us fell into bed around midnight or
1:00 a.m.

At 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, we began again with a panel entitled Working With Others.  Annette
F. of California talked about exactly how to cooperate without affiliation, and also about various
problems sometimes associated with those who receive their initial sobriety from other programs.  It
was pointed out that most members to A.A. are coming to us from other programs, and that those
who seem to really want what we have in A.A. end up as firm, solid A.A. members.  Sometimes
more communication is needed as to what the A.A. program is, where it is, etc., but most seemed to
feel that a good spirit of cooperation is noted in most areas.  Bill H. of California talked of the
necessity of LFG (love freely given) as we work in A.A. to help others, and Jackie S. of Hawaii said
that we too often let others do our work for us.  She suggested we should be careful not to simply
drop a person off at detox, that we should take personal care, stay in contact, and so on.  We should
stress 12th step work through love.  Vic B. of Hawaii talked of minority persons in A.A., and his talk
was particularly interesting because of the many, many persons, etc., in the Hawaiian culture.  He
pointed out we are all MINORITY persons in one way or another -- and that the idea that we are
different must be smashed if we are to recover from alcoholism.  Let’s concentrate on what we share
rather than any supposed “differences.”  Remember that alcoholism came first -- not our special
interest or minority status.  And alcoholism is democratic, striking here, there and everywhere
without regard to sex, age, creed, race, etc.
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The annual PRAASA business session was on Saturday morning after the 9:00 a.m. panel, and
the session convened at 11:00.  The minutes of the Assembly at Seattle last year were read, and all
were approved.  The treasurer’s report was also approved, and we voted next year’s PRAASA in the
Reno/Sparks area.  Bids were received for 1980 from Santa Maria, Orange County, Southern
California, and Anchorage, Alaska.  We also voted to have the Assembly the first weekend in March,
effective 1980, and the Reno-Sparks Assembly dates will be March 9, 10 and 11 (1979).  After the
business meeting we had the Delegates’ Luncheon, and talked about the forthcoming General Service
Conference in New York.  Dr. Norris will be resigning, and that was discussed along with other
topics, ideas, etc., which might come up in New York.  I reported that the Delegates’ Meeting in
New York is all planned and that all is in order with the Agenda Committee.  We discussed how
helpful it is to receive each others’ Area Newsletters, and promised to make sure that in the future all
Pacific Region Delegates will receive our respective newsletters.  This is, I feel, a very good idea. 
Communication always helps.

After the business session and the delegates’ luncheon, we went back to the Kuhuku Room for
the 2:30 p.m. session entitled A.A. Trusted Servants.  Lois J. of California chaired and Cliff L. of
California was first.  He presented a fine list of attributes which hopefully are noted in good GSRs:  a
feeling of dedication to service, gratitude, considerable sobriety, understanding of program,
understanding of service structure, willingness to put in the time, and the like.  Then Barry W. of
Idaho talked of just what exactly a GSR can accomplish (he felt quite a bit), and he was followed by
Jack G. who discussed the role of District and Area trusted servants, following pretty closely the
description in the A.A. Service Manual.  Then I took the mike to speak of the role of the Delegate
and Trustee.  I pointed out that the Delegate responsibilities are pretty well discussed in the Service
Manual, but I went over some of my experiences in the position.  I discussed qualifications for
trustee, where they come from, how many, what classification, and finally, their primary duties.  I
tried to point out, above all, that Delegates and Trustees should have the necessary qualifications,
sobriety, time, and willingness.  But above all, they should be enthusiastic about A.A. and have lots
of love for the Program -- and be ready to listen, listen, listen.  And, finally, have the many, many
hours available that the position takes.  It is impossible to try to fit being a delegate in some corner of
your life -- and, of course, it is the same for being a trustee.  These positions need to be central in
your life, your thinking, your very being.  Your family must understand why you devote the time you
do -- the effort has to be cooperative.  But, I concluded by stating that the service experience in these
positions grants to the individual tremendous loving benefits, and a developed spirit of joy and
gratitude which should last a long, long time!

The banquet was at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, and was just a beautiful experience.  A number gave
short talks, but the main speaker for the evening was Stan W., our Pacific Region Trustee, and he
told of his experiences in the program and in service over the years.  The turn out for the dinner was
excellent, and Stan had prepared a good, solid talk for us all.  And, after the banquet, we had another
late, late meeting.  Carl B. of California talked about his new plan for service reorganization in A.A. 
His idea is to divide A.A. into division, thinking of future growth.  A number of other good A.A.
talks were heard, and we fell into bed once again considerably after midnight.

Sunday morning, after breakfast, the panels continued with a 9:00 a.m. panel entitled A.A.
Traditions and Concepts.  We were still talking about the many good talks we had heard during the
late, late meeting the previous night, and in particular, Al M. of California, who was simply
sensational.  He has 37 years on the program, and talked about how A.A. developed on the west
coast, and how the traditions were developed the hard way.  His talk was inspirational.  He suggested
that everything in the Program is based on proven spiritual principles, and that in A.A. “action” is the
magic word.  But, to go back to the 9:00 a.m. panel on Sunday, Goldene H. from California
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discussed the 12 traditions and why they work, and then George M. from California tried to discuss
the traditions and how they impact on our lives.  Both Goldene and George agreed that the principles
work primarily because they are REASONABLE AND SPIRITUAL.  Jim D. of Nevada talked next,
and he discussed whether or not the traditions should be changed or altered.  (They are now over 30
years old.)  His answer was to leave our proven traditions alone, they have stood the test of time; they
work, and over one million A.A. members prove that they work.  The traditions are applicable to
current situations, and there doesn’t seem to be a reason to change any of them.  Joe C. of Idaho then
talked about ego and the necessity of eliminating that ego which is perhaps the last to go.  But the
ego must go if we are to find the pathway to the recovery we want.  And that recovery is rooted in
love and service.

Next in time on Sunday morning was the annual Ask It Basket session, chaired by Herb W.  All
delegates from the Pacific region sat in a row up front, and questions were answered by whomever
wished to stand and go to the microphone.  This was an interesting session, and many questions were
raised regarding effective service procedures, how to deal effectively and properly with the
professional community, how to get individual A.A. members involved in A.A. service, what should
we do (or not do) with the ideas of special interest or minority groups, finances, Grapevine and litera-
ture, and so on.  I couldn’t take notes during this session because I was part of it, but the discussion
was lively, and I thought the delegates did a good job.  Again, what always impresses me is not that
the delegates necessarily know more about a given topic, but all seemed most willing and eager to
share our experiences.  It is in sharing that we learn, we decide to try this or that, we are encouraged,
and at times we are inspired.

The Ask It Basket session was over around noon, and we all stood, hands together, to close the
Assembly.  Everyone was moved, and I noticed lots of tears at the end of the Assembly.  There was a
real feeling of love and dedication throughout the weekend, and of course, the setting was just unreal.
 No one had time to play tourist who was a part of the Assembly, but there were many spouses of
A.A. members who were able to see more of the magnificent island of Oahu.  After I checked out, I
was most fortunate to find a ride to the airport with our Washington Area Wally and Ruthie.  We
drove down the windward side of Oahu to Honolulu, loving the scenery all the way, and I got a good
look at Honolulu and the Waikiki Hotel area (Fabulous!).  I took a bus from downtown Honolulu to
the airport, and flew all night back to Spokane, arriving in Spokane at 7:00 a.m., early Monday
morning.  Our big 747, flying from Honolulu (we left Honolulu late Sunday night), had about 50
passengers, and had seats for over 300.  Needless to say, we had lots of room to roam in!  It was
dark, of course, so we couldn’t see anything outside, but still it was a most enjoyable trip.

So, what’s this kind of assembly all about?  I hope this account lets us all know.  Of course,
many of you who are reading this attended last year’s Assembly in Seattle, so you have a good
concept of the Service Assembly and its value.  But if you have not attended a Service Assembly,
perhaps my account will be of value to you.  The Assembly is worth the effort and money to put it
on, in my judgment, because of   1) the fact that it brings us together in a spirit of love and
dedication, and   2) because we both learn a great deal from the speakers at the Assembly, and
attempt to pass on what we learn.  The A.A. Program is a person-program; I don’t think it would last
long if it were a program which existed only in books and pamphlets.  We find our sobriety, and
begin to develop our serenity through person to person contact, through 12th step work, through
dedicated service.  And this Assembly gives all who attend it a tremendous shot in the arm -- and the
hope is that those attending can return to their own Areas and pass on this great feeling of
excitement.  We are excited about A.A. because of what the Program has done in our lives -- and our
conviction that if we want to keep what we have, we must do our level best to pass the program on.
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Jan Polek, Spokane, Washington

1983 PRAASA

The purpose of the Pacific region A.A. Service Assembly is to develop greater unity among the
members, groups and areas of the Pacific Region, encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences
and to provide an opportunity for members to discuss pertinent aspects of A.A.  Recovery, Unity and
Service should always be the primary purpose for each Assembly.  The thought of how we can better
serve Alcoholics Anonymous should never be compromised.

The 16th Annual PRAASA certainly lived up to its stated purpose.  Over 500 members from
the areas making up the Pacific Region (Alaska, Arizona, Hawaii, Oregon, Nevada, Utah, five
California Areas, Idaho and us) participated in the Assembly held in Santa Clara, March 4 - 6, 1984.

The Washington Area was well represented with Denis, Dean K., and Burke D., all doing a find
job on the program.  In addition to some of our past trusted servants such as Terry S., Dick P., Wally
W., we had our Newsletter Editor, Nora, our Archivist-Elect, Carol, and two current DCMs, Evelyn
S. and Don C.  It was interesting to me that several other Areas help defray the expenses of DCMs
attending PRAASA because they feel it is a unique service experience.  I was especially pleased to
see some newer people to serve such as Eric and Patty attending.  At least 25 A.A. members and
Al-Anons were from the Washington Area (that’s counting Natalie as ours!).

The theme was “Anonymity - Our Spiritual Foundation,” to coincide with the theme of the General
Service Conference, and the program generally dealt with the same topics.  The topic, “Drug Addicts and
A.A.” was not scheduled but, since there was so much interest in it, it was discussed on several other
occasions, including the session chaired by Dean K.  Which proves what we already knew, if A.A.
members want to talk about something, they will find a way!

There were several moving opinions on the subject of dual-addition, and in general, there seemed
to be a sense that the article in Box 459 from California, which uses the terminology, “primary
addiction,” does not reflect the true spirit of A.A.  I am getting some good views from you on the survey
sheets and will have more to share on this subject later.

The entire meeting was taped (including a beautiful talk by Chuck C., Laguna Beach) and you can
write if you want details to Bill Moore, P. O. Box 4305, Vallejo, CA 94590.  But, since I received so
much from the Assembly, I wanted to share some of my highlights with you!

Panel 1 - “The A.A. Member and Service.”  Service is gratitude made visible.  In A.A., we learn
that true ambition is to live usefully.  One suggestion was that if we wished more people to get interested
in service, we should discuss topics of meaning such as “sex and grandiosity.”  It was hoped that we
would all read again p. 33 in the Service_Manual, Bernard Smith’s answer to the question, “Why do we
need a Conference?”.

Panel 2 - “How is the A.A. Member’s Voice Heard at the Conference?”  There was discussion of
the difference between an “informed” group conscience and a “popular” group conscience.  Several
members shared their experiences in dealing directly with GSO and it was a very positive experience in
every case.

Panel 3 - “Communications - Group, GSR, DCM.”  Denis did a beautiful job chairing this session.
 We agreed that one voice can make a difference.  This included discussion of the Grapevine.  There was
a most informative presentation on districting, using the 1971 Service Manual guidelines.  I think DCMs
might find much of value in this session’s tape.



Page M-20 PRAASAMemory Lane

Panel 4 - “Sponsorship.”  Discussion of the role of a “service sponsor.”  About a quarter of those
present had such a sponsor.  There was a reminder:  “Don’t give up; it may only be seven minutes ’til the
miracle.”  Some areas are holding sponsorship meetings, inviting newcomers and those who are willing
to sponsor someone.  Note:  By this time, it’s 11:00 p.m. and we are still going strong!  There is a
Hoot-Owl meeting now for those who wish to share.

Panel 5 - “Group Responsibilities in Service - Back to Basics.”  Realization that you can always
tell an alcoholic, but not very much!  Discussion of the importance of a home group.

Panel 6 - “Anonymity - our Spiritual Foundation.”  the emphasis was on personal anonymity; there
is still confusion in people’s minds as to whether they may reveal their own membership.  A.A.’s
“promotion” is done by those running jails, courts, hospitals; they promote us because they know it
works.  We need to remember that today’s patient is tomorrow’s trusted servant.

Panel 7 - “Public Information/Cooperation with the Professional Community.”  This was especially
interesting to us in the Washington Area since we are considering establishing a CPC Committee. 
Burke’s presentation was most informative.  One practical idea was providing an inexpensive literature
rack.  Our PI Chairpersons have a tape of this session; contact them if you’re interested.

Panel 8 - “The A.A. Member, the Group, and Their Money.”  Discussion of Tradition 7 and the
spiritual significance of self-support both excellent.  Some feel that money will be the biggest problem
facing us in the ’80s.  How can we break through the “dollar in basket” syndrome?  the importance of
assuming responsibility to insure sobriety?.

Panel 9 - “What’s on Your Mind?”  Chaired by Dean K., who accurately “read” the minds of those
attending who wanted a fuller discussion of dual-addiction.  I think almost every possible view on this
subject was presented by someone from the floor.  There was a real search for understanding and a final
decision not to reach a decision at this time.  Some views shared:  Soon there will be no “pure”
alcoholics; anyone under 35 has had some drug experience by the time they reach A.A.; these young
people are not strangers to us - they are our sons and daughters; talking about drugs as they might affect
sobriety is different from talking about drugs as the problem; if we don’t drink, we don’t have to worry
about taking drugs; are we still trying to be unique when we identify ourselves as “alcoholic/addict?”;
let’s never forget the Third Tradition; Bill and Dr. Bob were also concerned with “problems other than
alcohol”; our name defines us; we are alcoholics.  We will continue to discuss this subject until we find
the answer that reflects the true spirit of A.A.  If you want to be involved in this discussion, please fill
our the survey sheet in last month’s Newsletter and send it to me.

Panel 10 - “Ask It Basket.”  Members put questions in the basket all weekend and on Sunday
morning, Natalie chaired a session with the 12 Pacific Regional Delegates and the Alternate Delegate
from California Northern Interior Area answering them.  Questions ranged from a definition of personal
honesty in filling out job applications to who decides on the agenda topics for the General Service
Conference (the answer to that one is, you do!).

Business Meeting of PRAASA.  Chaired by Sam E., past delegate, CNCA.  Minutes and financial
report from 1982 PRAASA approved.  Surplus of $1,666.00 sent to GSO; $1,000.00 seed money sent to
1983 Committee.  (It was suggested that in future, we hand out copies of reports at business meeting.) 
Reminder that 1984 PRAASA will be in San Diego.  Bids for 1985 PRAASA accepted from Salt Lake
City, Utah and Pocatello, Idaho.  Other bids will be accepted at the Delegates’ Luncheon in New York
and a decision will be made then.  Suggestion for future PRAASAs:  that every item from General
Service Conference be included on PRAASA agenda; that newly elected delegates be assigned a
presentation for the program at PRAASA.  The chairman instructed the San Diego chairperson on this
since it was the sense of the meeting.  Discussion of flyers resulted in suggestion to print preliminary
program times on flyers.  San Diego presented a motion to strike the sentence in Guidelines “social
events will be held to an absolute minimum,” and substitute “Social events will be held in balance to the
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service orientation of the Assembly.”  This included plans to hold a dance.  After much discussion,
motion failed; it was a sense of the meeting that PRAASA is a working service assembly and should
remain as it is.  San Diego’s desire was to attract more people to PRAASA, which we all want.

And that, dear friends, just about concludes my report.  I didn’t intend it to be this lengthy, but I
felt the experience warranted it.  I wanted very much to share this experience with you.  And I didn’t
even cover the love, laughter and joy - nor the look on the waiter’s face when he served dessert to the
Past Delegates’ Luncheon of ice cream swimming in creme de menthe!  (That would have been about
600 years of sobriety down the drain!!!)

1984 PRAASA

The Pacific Region AA Service Assembly was two and a half days filled with sharing, caring,
laughing, crying and striving to be better.  This was the 17th Annual Assembly (our own Wally W.
had been to all of them!), and the theme was “The Language of the Heart - A Form of
Communication.”

As you remember, the Area funded my way, but we neglected to fund the Chairperson at the
October Assembly.  Fortunately, Denis was able to attend on his own.  All the other Areas also had
chairpersons present and I hope we remember to correct our oversight at the next Assembly.

The Washington Area was well represented:  In addition to Denis and me, presentations were
made by Nora M. and Evelyn S. (more about those later) and A.A. members included Dick P., Wally
W., Jerry S., Ernie S., Dean K., Burke D., and Lou and Niles D. and Al B.; our Al-Anons were Betty
B., Alma D., and Gretchen.

The program consisted of ten panels, plus a banquet with an outstanding talk by Cec C., past
trustee from Saskatchewan, and a business meeting.  Denis purchased a complete set of tapes for the
Area so any of you who have a special interest in one of the topics will be able to hear the panel.  I
especially recommend “CPC in the Future - Our Greatest Challenge?” by Denis, which someone
suggested should be sub- titled, “Scotty, beam me up.”  Nora’s presentation on “The Right of
Participation” was wonderful and I hope she reprints some of it in the Newsletter.  Evelyn’s answer
to “What do we do when a meeting is a ’captive’ of a related facility?” was informative and
thoughtful.  She “broke everyone up” when she confessed she had a hole in the toe of her stocking!

Here are some of the insights which were important to me:  A reminder that the nature of
treatment has changed since 1939, but it has always existed.  Consider Dr. Silkworth and Dr. Tiebot.
 “Problems have been our stimulants.” - Bill W.  We need people on our committees who love A.A. -
whose heart is in the middle of A.A.  We can teach them then what they need to know to do the job. 
The name of the disease is alcoholism - not sedativism.  Agnostic’s realization, “I don’t know if there
is anything at center of things, but this I do know - it isn’t me.”  The spirit of sacrifice animates the
Traditions.  We learn to sacrifice our egos.  “If there were not a spiritual side to this program, it
would simply be group therapy.” - Yvonne.  “SOB now means ’Sober on the Book’.”  - Chuck from
Alaska.  Long into the night, PRAASA continued.  “Sobriety is hard to define, not because we don’t
know what it is, but because we know it so well.” - Ralph G.  “Isn’t it interesting that we hear people
say, ’I’m having trouble with the spiritual side’ never ’I’ve got the spiritual side, but am having
trouble with the rest of the program’.”  “Even though CA has been suffering through violent storms,
we know there is no higher power-outage.”
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Ted Knightlinger, Tacoma, Washington

Regarding your May 29 letter on memories of PRAASA ... Man, I’m drawing a blank.  I
remember I attended several -- two at least, when I was Area delegate in 1975-76.  And, I think one
was at Pasco, Washington.  My participation there was, as I recall, giving a welcome speech at one of
the early meetings.  I think I also was on a panel on PIC (Public Information Committee) but,
honestly, I cannot recall much of substance on this one.  I think that was the year that Utah made a
pitch to get into the Pacific Region, and they made it.

I suspect that because PRAASA was a gathering rather than an action taking body, my
memories of activities, etc., are rather clouded.  Sometimes, it seems to me in AA we have so many
things, conferences, forums, other gatherings, that they seem to blend in many respects.

At Pasco, I remember Shorty being quite active and vocal about something to do with the
by-laws, or something of the sort.  But, even that is not too clear in retrospect.

Seems to me they held one in Las Vegas a couple of years back and I think I was there, too.  I
recall serving on an Ask It Basket panel on a stage, and I remember the Sunday a.m. spiritual
breakfast with Al, the former studio trombone player from LA on the program about 35 plus years,
giving a wonderful spiritual talk that morning.

I truly wish I could be more definitive on this, Carl, but I’ve thought and thought -- looked back
in notes and files, etc., and I know what a job you have.  I’m archivist of the District here and
chairman of an area archives committee.  Archives are most important, but, boy, is information hard
to come by.  Best of luck in your efforts.  Wish I were of more help.

(Letter dated June 3, 1984)
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Clyde Davis, Calimesa, California

My recollections of PRAASAs are a bit dim; I’ve attended only four of them - Fresno, Santa
Maria, Anaheim and San Diego.

As I recall, Al [Marineau] agitated for a meeting to get GSO moved out here, or at least a
branch office on the West Coast.  He failed in that, but probably had some influence on getting a
literature warehouse placed out here.

The Fresno PRAASA was, I believe, the real beginning of the present purpose of PRAASA; I
still remember the first standing ovation I was given for my talk on General Service; don’t remember
the date.

The Santa Maria PRAASA is best remembered for your successful efforts to get guidelines
adopted.  Also, I had worried about how I could get time off work to attend, but not to worry, I was
laid off my job a few weeks before the PRAASA.  Guess my Higher Power wanted me to be there.

At Anaheim, I first saw the SCAA Archives displays and Goldene Lahann gave me a surprise
birthday cake - the rest is blank.

At San Diego, I remember that most of the panelists seemed well informed and spoke to their
subjects; not always easy to do.  Cec was entertaining, as usual, but some of us have heard him so
often it was pretty much old hat.

It is doubtful that any of the above is useful as archives material, except for your guidelines
contribution at Santa Maria, but it’s the best I can do.

(Letter dated June 7, 1984)
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Bob Pearson, General Service Office

I’m afraid I can only respond briefly to your request for my recollections of PRAASA.

In 1977, I attended, by invitation, the meeting of the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly that
was held in Seattle.  I remember being impressed with the number of people in attendance at a purely
service gathering, and the rather intense level of interest and involvement.  Except for the delegates
and past delegates, very few of the service people attending had ever met anybody from the General
Service Office, so I found myself the focus of a good deal of curiosity and genuine interest.  I recall,
for example, that after a morning session on Saturday, I was supposed to meet my wife, Betsy, and
some old college friends at a certain spot in the lobby of the hotel, and it took me 20 or 30 minutes to
work my way from the other end of the lobby where the meeting room was, being stopped by one
person after another before I could reach my party!

George Dorsey, who was the delegate [from California North Coastal], did his usual competent
job and I particularly recall that Al Marineau was there.  He intimidated me somewhat in those days
since he was notoriously hostile to the General Service Office, but he later became a good friend.  It
was there, also, that we became reacquainted with past delegate Ralph Searle and his wife, Flossie,
and Idaho delegate Joe Clements and his wife, Betty, both of whom later became perhaps our closest
personal friends in the Fellowship.

On Saturday night, Stephanie O’Keefe, who was at that time the chairperson of the Board of
the Al-Anon Fellowship, spoke first and then I told my A.A. story and was amazed afterward that a
lot of people hadn’t even realized that I was just another drunk!

That’s the best I can do, Carl.  Thanks for calling on me.  Best regards, always.

(Letter dated July 19, 1984)
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Lola Bookser, Lodi, California

Thanks for asking me to go down “Memory Lane” on the Pacific Region Assemblies I’ve
attended.

I’m very sure that the first two were very “different.”  I was GSR for our Lodi group when we
received an announcement of “The Western General Service Assembly” to be held in Fresno,
California.  I knew I wanted to go.  I have always had a love for “service,” ever since I heard Bill W.
talk in Dallas, Texas.  (I was home for a visit.)  I went by bus to hear him.  I had heard Bill before,
but this was to be about the first General Service Conference in New York that year.  So, when I
heard of the one in Fresno, again I went by bus to take it all in.  I am grateful I did.

I had heard Stan Wilsey speak on the Traditions, also on the Concepts, and I was impressed.

When I said the first two were different, I meant the weather.  It was cold and rainy, however, I
enjoyed it all and loved seeing so many of my friends.  I’m sure you remember my good friend, Lee
S., from Lodi, who went with me on most of the assemblies.  Later on, years later, Lee became ill
and had to miss a few assemblies.  Later, I made a few alone, with the help of dear A.A. friends.

Second One - Reno, Nevada, January, 1969.  This was the first one for friend Lee.  She drove
us to Reno.  (I also loved snow on trees on the way there.)  by the time I got back to Lodi, I had no
desire to see any more snow.  We were very impressed with the Pioneer Theatre Auditorium in Reno,
until we had to walk through snow and slush.  I, naturally, loved the meeting when dear Cliff W.
from Whittier talked.  (You probably knew I went into AA while living in Whittier.)  Cliff W. was
the very first AA voice I ever heard on the telephone.  He called me the day after the doctor had been
to see me.  This last drunk was the end for me.  I had fallen and was a big mess.  This was the only
doctor I knew (at the time) and I learned later he was also the only doctor in Whittier at that time who
knew about AA, thanks to dear Cliff.  When I remember such things -  naturally write it down.

There were so many in Reno that I knew.  When Al M. asked me to read the steps Saturday
morning, I “was a flutter.”  I had on long sox over my shoes, but most everyone was “bundled up.” 
There was a small crowd at 9:00 a.m.  There were many good meetings.  I felt sorry for all who had
plane tickets to go home, or in car, like Lee and I.  The roads closed.  We did go to a cheaper hotel
and waited it out (slot machines got all our change).  When we were finally on our way it was “one
lane.”  I’m sure many others had it as bad.  Now, I thank God for all the “wiser heads” who changed
the time for PRAASA to first weekend in March each year.  So, we learn by trial and error.

The third assembly, Phoenix, Arizona, 1970.  Lee and I missed this one.  She wanted to go to
Miami Beach, Florida.  It was her first World Convention.  Lee was sorry to miss hearing dear Bill
W. talk.  (He was in the hospital but, at the end of the meeting, they brought him in a wheel chair and
he stood up and said those great last words of his.  A lot of tears were shed.

I continue to love the conventions.  I plan on Montreal in July 1985, but I DON’T PLAN THE
RESULTS.

The fourth assembly, Santa Maria, CA, at the Holiday Inn, 1971.  The greatest.  so many dear
friends I love to hear were there.  John E., Al, dear Shorty H., Jack B., Lou H., Eric B. and Annette F.
 When Carl and Bill S. asked me to fill in on the “Sponsorship” program, I did, but think it’s about
the last time I’ve been up front at an assembly.  There are always so many very good speakers.  I’m
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so glad I’ve been able to attend as many as I have.  It seems to me two great ones always so close, so
on to the next one.

Fifth PRAASA, 1972, Pasco, Washington, Red Lion Motor Inn.  This one was special to me. 
Lee drove us there.  Nice trip but after it was over she went on to visit relatives in another part of
Washington.  Once again, the great help I got from you dear friends.  Bob B., delegate from Redding,
California said after his last meeting on Sunday he was driving home and I could ride with him.  We
only stopped once for gas, but he and his dear wife were wonderful to me.  She called Greyhound
Bus and after we found out I could go sooner, they took me to the bus station.  Home at last, tired but
thankful for another sober day.

The 6th Assembly at Stardust Hotel Las Vegas, Nevada, 1973.  Once again, thanks to my dear
friend, Lee S., she drove us to Nevada.  We left early and took our time.  I also enjoyed the ride, and
so loved the Assembly.  I’m going over the program, it was a surprise to find many of the topics a lot
like some we heard this year, from our GSR and DCM.  Also saw and heard more of my favorite
people. I always love hearing Jim M., Carmichael, CA.  Seems I’ll never finish this at the rate I’m
going.  So nice to remember all the happiness these past years have given me.

The 7th assembly was at Rodeway Inn,  Boise, Idaho, 1974.  All nice.  Lee and I really enjoyed
the “Special Surprise Skit.”  So cute and funny, “Wes Arizonians.”  I think I shall always remember
how nice and friendly everyone was.  And so many interesting talks by Carl and Stan Wilsey about
Pacific Region Assembly.  “Goals and Accomplishments,” very good.  I was sorry George G. was
sick but Al M., always good.  Another grand one.  So, home again.  Thanks.

Back for 8th assembly, 1975, Salt Lake City, Utah.  Only I missed this one.  Lee and I went to
the 40th World Convention in Denver, Colorado.  Sorry to miss Assembly, but glad I went with Lee
since it was her last one.  I know PRAASA comes in March and World Convention in July, but my
“money bag” won’t take both in the same year.

Now, for the 9th assembly at Tucson, Arizona, 1976, Braniff Place Hotel.  This was the first
one I attended on my own, except for the first one in Fresno.  I so enjoyed all of this one.  And, I did
love Betty L.’s talk, from New York office.  First time I’ve seen Sweed in a long time, great person. 
Thanks, dear Marge K., Win and Mary S., for help on plane.  Good, again, to be home.

Tenth annual Pacific Region, Olympic Hotel, Seattle, Washington, 1977.  So glad Lee could go
with me this time after heart trouble.  A BIG THANKS to Bill S. (Stockton), who helped us get to
the hotel from the plane.  Liked the Olympic Hotel, good rooms and a great place for meeting rooms.
 I so loved the opening meeting on this one.  I love Eric B., Wash. and George D., Tiburon and Stan
W., Bob Pearson and Dr. Milton Maxwell, Class A non-alcoholic trustee, loved him.  Strange I
always write on my programs.  I can remember a lot of laughs at “Group Conscience.”  One
substitute, Frank, was super.  I also liked the panel on “Anonymity.” 

Next one was good also.  Win was extra good.  But, lights went out, soon O.K.  I also enjoyed
our Pacific Region trustee, Natalie S.  She is some gal.  A big thanks for Gil, who helped me in early
for banquet.  Good seat.  Great service.  Food was wonderful.  So glad I got a ticket.  I loved Chuck
C.  Sunday, I took a taxi to the bus station in San Jose.  Nice trip.  Stuck in Stockton, but my
grandson came for me and took me home.  I always love to go, but also glad to get home again.

Seventeenth assembly, Bahai Hotel, San Diego, California, 1984.  Great.  Beautiful place,
loved every minute, wonderful time.  I also loved the theme of this one, “A Changing World.”   The
Language of the Heart.  The first panel always seems to get everything going great.  Anyone would
wonder about me if they ever read my program.  Every speaker gets a (+) and good - better - best -
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great - grand - wonderful.  I’m sure you have heard me talk about my “Tradition Meeting.”  I have
each year at our group, on Monday of Thanksgiving week.  It’s the only meeting I ever ask to chair.  I
have six gals, six men, each talks five minutes on a tradition.  I send all collection to New York in
gratitude for A.A.  That is why I loved the panel on the Traditions and Concepts.  I also loved the
Al-Anon luncheon.  Wonderful speaker, Hildegard Van Deusen, New York - greatest!  I saw so
many dear friends again, one of the great joys of the Assembly.  Surprised to see dear Joe M. from
Sacramento Central Office, again; dear Clyde D., David H., of Southern California Central Office, Al
M., “John the Cop”, now in Service.  I enjoyed the 6th panel, “Sobriety - What Is It?”  Cute talks, but
good ones.  Didn’t know banquet was buffet, but Frank carried my tray for me.  Good food, speg
[sic], green beans, fruit cake.  Some change on Steps and Traditions with an interpreter, but I so
loved Cec. Corrigal, past trustee from Saskatchewan.  I heard a little talk by him on tape a long time
ago, but loved his great talk.  I slept late Sunday, but did hear all the good questions and answers.  I
went to the coffee shop for breakfast and when a man came to take me to the airport, he was grand. 
Checked my bag, got me a wheelchair and to the door when the plane came.  Thanks to God for
everything, I’m blessed, indeed.

(Submitted June 21, 1984)
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Joe Kirk, Cathedral City, California

I guess this is the best way - for me to put this on tape, because I don’t feel too good and I don’t
feel like writing.

You want to know something about the starting of the Pacific Region.  Well, I was delegate in
1966/67.  Stan brought it up in 1966 in the meeting between Northern and Southern California.  We
all thought it was a pretty good idea, so we took it back to our respective Areas.  We talked about it
and in 1967 we were to meet again.  Then, if we said “yes” we’d go ahead and do it, but we had to
take it back and get an okay from our Areas.  So, we met in New York and the kind of word we were
getting there, but we still said we’d have to get it back to our Areas and get the okay.

Well, when I got home in April I got a call from Stan and he wanted my mailing list and I
wouldn’t give it to him. And, about two weeks later I got seven or eight shoe boxes full of flyers.  He
and that gal up there decided to go ahead and do it anyway.  So, that’s how it started.

But, anyway, I took it to the panel.  Chuck C. was there and also Andy Givens was there that
day and I told them what had happened and I had the shoe boxes and everything there, and I asked
them what their pleasure was going to be, whether we accepted it or what.  Finally, Chuck got up and
said, “Well, it’s gotten this far so I guess we’ll just have to go up and see what’s going on.”  So,
that’s how it started.  And it was kind of controversial but, anyway, it’s been a good thing.

I guess that’s about all I can tell you about it right now at this point of the game.  Thank you
very kindly, Joe Kirk.

(Tape received July 14, 1984)
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Diane Malane, San Bruno, California

PRAASA - Alaska 1981

From late adolescence through sobriety I had a dream of going to Alaska.  My uncle had left
Michigan when I was a teenager to find his fortune mining for gold in Alaska.

Like many other dreams that have been realized in sobriety, so was my visit to Alaska.  It was
PRAASA 1981 in Anchorage, when Sam West, Dean Kirkham and myself landed in the airport
when Pope Paul was visiting Anchorage, and we took a taxi to the hotel.  It was about 32 degrees and
snowing.

Our hotel was not far from Cook’s Inlet, which overlooked the island called “Sleepy Lady.” 
The story goes that Captain Cook had stopped by Alaska enroute to discover Hawaii.  The island was
low and long and shaped like an Indian princess lying in wait to be discovered by a prince.  There
was a high pier overlooking Cook’s Inlet, which allowed me to gaze out over the great ocean and
imagine what rugged frontiersmen had travelled the land.

The host committee arranged Sunday to take car loads of us to the glaciers and the ski slopes. 
The drive was about an hour and as we drove along the incredibly rugged coastal waters, I realized
that the coastline was frozen chunks of earth which had broken away from the mainland.  These
misty chunks held back dark and foreboding waters.  The glaciers themselves were almost turquoise
against the immense mountains.  While we stopped to take a closer look, the winds, snow and hail
beat in stormy succession against our frail automobile and our cameras were almost ripped from our
hands as we tried to capture the rugged beauty of this land.

Riding in the car with me was June, the past delegate from Hawaii, and Bob Morris from
Arizona.  I was talking to Bob about various aspects of sobriety and he shared that he was, by
profession, a police officer.  I questioned him further about how he reconciled the gentleness and
tenderness we learn for mankind in the program with his profession.  He said, “I just arrest ’em with
love.”  Quite simply and clearly, that conversation has stayed with me these past three years because
it epitomizes the spiritual principles which I strive, however falteringly, to achieve on a daily basis in
my own profession.

Irv Poissant, past delegate from Arizona, and I went on a shopping spree into the fur shops and
ivory craft shops.  He bought me a cup which reads “Friendship Divides Our Grief and Doubles Our
Joy.”  That cup holds a place of honor in my heart because of all the memories it brings back.  Now,
at each successive PRAASA, I look for him to say “Hi” and to share what’s been occurring in my life
over the past year.

One night, Ralph from Southern California, Barb Strusala, who has since left the area, and
some other natives and visitors went to an AA meeting.  Predominately, the membership were
Alaskan Indians.  My hope is that some of what we shared helped their staying sober.  On our walk
home, it snowed heavily and the white mantle under our feet was refreshing as we all trudged our
way back to the hotel.

I am writing about occurrences which helped me immeasurably in my growth, both in sobriety
and as a person.  What do members do who don’t have the privilege of such experiences?  I think
they surely are missing out on a large portion of the quality of life and living afforded us in sobriety. 
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They are missing out on a depth of fellowship, friendship and sharing which can only add to us as
individuals.  You see, I want EVERYTHING this program has to offer.  The memories of Alaska are
something that no one can take away or diminish; they are things which add to my rich and
evergrowing storehouse of good experiences, good friendships, good thoughts and images.

(Submitted August 17, 1984)
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George Grimstad, Peoria, Arizona

I was fortunate to play a part in the first Pacific Region which, at that time, was called or
named “Western States Assembly” and was held in Fresno, California on January 26, 27 and 28,
1968.  When I talked with Stan Wilsey prior to the assembly, most of us had some concern about the
number we could expect in attendance.  Our fears were unfounded, considering the good turnout for
the first one.

The Pacific Region Assembly that was held in Phoenix in 1970 was well attended.  Lou
Houston and Chuck Chamberlain addressed the Assembly.  After talking to others about this
gathering we found that the grass root level members were better informed on our Three Legacies. 
Some who had very little interest in World Services came alive, feeling a part of the whole.  This
produced a new energy and interest.

My overall feelings about P.R.A., assemblies that I had the pleasure of attending, have been
positive.  As a member and a trustee, I sometimes had definite ideas about a subject, but after hearing
more discussion and input at the time changed these views and attitudes on the different items.

In my years as trustee it was made apparent to me many times, at the yearly conference, that the
delegates and myself were better prepared on subjects because of their prior involvement at P.R.A.
There were many subjects that were hammered out in these sessions before the annual conference
which led to a better decision making process.  The true value of these assemblies is in the
application and improvement of the Third Legacy structure that grew out of the P.R.A.s that were
held in the different areas.  Local involvement and understanding has, no doubt, been the prime result
of these assemblies.

(Submitted October 2, 1984)
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Marge Kemp, Broderick, California

One of the most significant memories I can recall is the first Pacific Region Service Assembly
(PRAASA) I attended as a newly-elected Panel 26 delegate from the California Northern Interior
Area (CNIA).  I knew it all, having been “on board” since January of that year, 1976, and in typical
ego-alky fashion flew off to Tucson, Arizona fortified with pre-conceived ideas about how such
affairs should be conducted, especially the business portion of the weekend.

My immediate predecessor, Jack Barnes, Panel 24, had made it clear some of the objections he
had to a portion of the PRAASA guidelines, in particular Article 6, which now reads in an entirely
different way than it did at that time.  We had discussed it at various Assemblies in our Area and at
various Area committee meetings; group conscience, right?  And with my background prior to AA,
and my new status(?), I would surely impress everyone with charm, good will and a positive
approach, accompanied in pre-AA days with the rhythmic rap of the gavel.  Group conscience
notwithstanding, my remarks were still colored with my personal opinions of how things should be
done.

I took my turn at the microphone come business meeting time, probably too often, but I haven’t
the foggiest recollection of how I expressed my Area’s conscience, because you see, I could
verbalize, but I don’t think I really understood the issue.  I have a picture in my mind of wiser, more
experienced participants, figuratively patting me lovingly on the head and saying, “Thanks for your
comments, Marge.  We love you.  Keep coming back.”  Fortunate for me, George Dorsey, Panel 25,
California Northern Coast Area (CNCA), and who had already had one year’s experience as a
delegate, knew how to help me wipe, my brow, hold my hand and share my utter frustration.

The essence of Article 6 seemed to imply that Pacific Region delegates were empowered to
present items they had approved at PRAASA to the General Service Conference Agenda Committee
as “voted-upon” items to be discussed at the General Service Conference.  Whether the resolution
had that intent or not, it stirred up a lot of feeling from several Areas.  Perhaps the wording
“Resolutions concerning A.A. as a whole” . . . raised our hackles, or perhaps it was the implication
that PRAASA could become a “power” center with resolutions passed at its business sessions, which
would give the delegates individual and collective power to sway the General Service Conference,
leaving out the general membership which is the true ultimate authority.

Thank God for the process in AA which seems to mandate long discussions, much
disagreement, and a final decision which is best for everyone.  The controversy over Article 6 was
not new to this PRAASA, it was carried over from one (or ones) which had gone before.  My
remarks probably had little to do with the outcome of the final decision which voted down the article.
 But, what a learning experience for me, and what a help it was for me to have it just a few short
weeks prior to the General Service Conference coming along in April.  I was beginning to get the
“feel” of how sacred our Fellowship is, and how many caring people exerted themselves to study and
put into action the General Service Structure, without which most of us couldn’t begin to survive.  I
lost some of my fat-headism that day, but gained some self-confidence.  And, I began to learn how to
listen and accept everyone exactly where they stood.  My weight was no greater nor no less than
theirs, but all of us together balanced out the scales.  I studied the purpose of PRAASA, which is:  “ .
. . to develop greater unity between the members, groups and areas of the Pacific Region, to
encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences and provide an opportunity for members to discuss
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pertinent aspects of A.A.  Recovery, Unity and Service should always be the primary purpose for
each Assembly.  The thought of how we can better serve Alcoholics Anonymous should never be
compromised.”  A simple statement that required my attention.

I have other wonderful memories of that first PRAASA experience.  For one thing, I had never
been to Arizona, a state I considered to be “south.”  It was snowing.  I loved being there, I loved
meeting the other delegates, knowing I’d see them again in New York, and hopefully, at other service
affairs during the next two years.  I loved Joe Fite seemingly being everywhere at once.  I was
EXCITED!  My heart was really full when I finally boarded my flight home and realized what a
marvelous experience I had had, and what could be in store for me if I did my job the way I was
supposed to do it. The Fellowship saw in me something I did not know was there, the probability that
I could actually recover from the symptoms of my illness and function on a level of service that
didn’t require my egoism, just my devotion.

As I recall, I was asked to be on one of the panel presentations at the next PRAASA in Seattle. 
That, too, was an exciting trip for me, but I had matured a little and I didn’t get as agitated.  I was
able to keep my mouth shut more often, and to open up my ears a little.  I also knew a few more
people who really acted as though they were glad to see me.  That’s marvelous!  And a miracle!  I
remember flying to Seattle over literally parched land.  A drought was taking place and California
was withering.  Bodies of water which had been respectable lakes were mere watering holes.  But
Seattle was surrounded with water, the hotel meeting rooms were filled with flowers, the restaurants
were crowded with AAs getting re-acquainted and meeting new friends.  I grew to know Natalie
(Schwanke) better, and we have had a warm relationship ever since.  I don’t see her very often, but
we love one another on the spot, no matter where the spot.

It seemed to me that PRAASA was also maturing.  Panelists had really done their homework. 
The AA Service Manual was lying open on many laps, with dog-eared pages and accented underlines
all the way through.  As delegates we weren’t allowed personal opinions unless they conformed to
what was in the Manual.  Someone was always on tap to contradict if we got too far afield.  We had
no status, we were just recovering alcoholics, with a lot of our ilk around us to support us.

As the years have gone by, it seems to me that PRAASA has truly become an important source
of information about our Fellowship.  My early understanding of PRAASA was that it was sort of a
“delegates’ workshop” which dealt with Conference Agenda topics, thus giving the Area Delegate an
opportunity to function on a better level at the Conference.  This, of course, is one of the benefits of
PRAASA, both then and now, but the delightful development is that more and more general service
reps (GSRs) and district committee members (DCMs) are registering each year.  More members of
groups are registering each year.  More newly sober people are coming.  Haven’t we said to one
another many times, if we want better delegates we need better GSRs?  We’re getting them.  And, I
believe PRAASA can take its share of the credit.

When I was Area Delegate, my home group really not only didn’t care to hear about it, they sat
with glazed eyes when I tried to explain what I did each April, and what goes on at an Area
Assembly.  “Please, Marge.  We love you, but let’s talk about something really important, like
drunks.”  And, I had been GSR in that group, too.  But, last February, when Annie Baer (Area
Secretary at the time) and I drove to Pocatello, Idaho, our automobile buddy was Fred Barnett, GSR
for my home group.  He not only knew a great deal about the AA Service Manual before the
PRAASA, he had gained the respect and “ears” of my home group by just quietly doing his job the
way the Manual suggests.  My home group still isn’t impressed with what I did back there in the
’70s, but they love Fred, who has now become the DCM for our district.  He may, someday, become
an Area officer.  If that happens, he will be a better informed officer than I was, and many others like
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me.    But no matter what his future is, his present is very important to my home group and AA as a
whole.

This was not his first attendance at a service assembly.  He’s gone to all of them in our Area,
many of them in the North Coastal area, the Regional Forum in Portland; and is now gently
“shoving” people into CPC committee work.  He knows who the officers are, when and where to call
on them; he knows who his GSRs are and how to get them to meetings.  General Service is important
to him.  He and others like him intend to be knowledgeable and effective.  I don’t know any more
attractive place for the Fellowship to learn than PRAASA-like endeavors.

Sheer numbers coming into the Fellowship make it more important than ever that we learn all
we can about the General Service structure which assures us a future, sets us apart from other, more
professional programs who use us as a resource.  It makes it important that we remind ourselves that
we are not experts; we have voluntarily given up our old way of life, we have accepted the love of
those around us, and hold sacred the tried and true Steps to recovery.

Incidentally, Article 6 now reads:  “Include a copy of the PRAASA guidelines among the other
pertinent information in the brochure that is to be given at registration time.”  Innocuous?  No, not
really.  Just a practical tool to be used to keep us the way we are.  PRAASA conducts its own
business on its own behalf for the purpose of continuing its existence from one year to the next as a
learning opportunity to all who wish to come.  That’s love,folks, freely given with no thought of
reward, except to keep our Fellowship in tact, and to keep our relationships with one another honest.
  That is a reward, come to think of it!

(January, 1986)
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Les Echols, Phoenix, Arizona

I have looked through what past records I have and find little that I feel would be of any
interest.  Most related to letters and answers to letters.

I was delegate at the time this thing was created, mostly by Stan.  I have attended most of the
earlier ones.  Missed a couple to get married, should have attended those years, instead.  Over the
years I’ve found it interesting, exciting, fun and, at times, a complete bore because of a lot of people
who were talking about a lot things in which they were not fully aware of the facts regarding the deal.
 Further, I do believe that a lot of sincere, well meaning people have benefited significantly in their
service growth, and that has all been to the good.  However, my real feeling is that all this has little or
nothing to do with personal conduct and willingness to help or actually help new people to our
Fellowship, hence, I’ve not been to the last three or four, and most likely will not redevelop any real
interest in the Assembly.

I presently sponsor 14 people here in Phoenix, two less than one year sober.  As they get time
in, I go to skid row meeting and get me a new one or two until one shows that he is serious about
being sober.  I stay available to them for a year or so and go get another one.  It has worked well for
me here for the past eight years, hence 144 sober people who now try to keep one or more new ones
in their camp.  When we all meet on Thursday night for dinner before our Home Group, we number
40 or more all hooked together through our own recovery.  It is a real fulfilling experience to me.  If
all continues to work as it has been, perhaps some day we can hold our own convention and invite
others to try our experience, just for the fun of it, of course.

(Letter dated August 29, 1984)
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Win Schussman, Fairfield, California

My name is Win Schussman and I am alcoholic.  I am now living in Fairfield, California.  I
attended my first A.A. meeting in Eureka, California on September 9, 1958.  I moved from there to
here in the fall of 1967.  During the past 26 years of continued sobriety I have been privileged to
attend four A.A. International Conventions, all 17 PRAASAs and 67 conferences of the Northern
California Council of A.A.  I have enjoyed and profited immensely from having served in practically
every station of volunteer service at the group and district levels, including Hospital and Institution. 
My principal interest for the past 15 years, and still remains so, is work in the field of Public
Information/Cooperation with the Professional Community.

My first inkling that the service assembly (PRAASA) was being put together was when Pat
Sims gave her conference report in Eureka.  During the course of an off-the-record chit-chat, she told
me about a service activity which she and Ed Hartsock had been discussing.  At that time, it was a
little beyond my ability to comprehend as, in those days in a more or less remote area, service was a
prohibited idea, the scope of what she was alluding to.  It was later that year, when my wife, Mary,
and I were houseguests of Pat and Herb in Watsonville, that I realized the value of the undertaking.

To try to recall specific details of my thoughts of the first PRAASA has been non- productive. 
However, certain impressions and feeling were destined to be recorded indelibly in my mind.

I compared it to a mini International Convention (Long Beach), except that I realized I had
missed the real basic purpose of the latter.  I was ecstatic at Fresno because of the down-to-earthiness
of the panels, the topics and the participants.  Everything seemed to be the answers to questions that
had been unanswered in my mind for too long.  I recall one disturbing series of events.  It was
Saturday evening and I had been a guest of the assembly at dinner (I had been a program participant).
 That evening, just prior to introducing the keynote speaker (Chuck Chamberlain), Stan Wilsey
informed us that there was a chance that we would not be able to make expenses unless additional
funds were made available . . . that ushers would be posted at each exit with baskets.  Immediately,
the ugly thought came to me; why should I receive any monetary consideration for something A.A.
had made possible to me in the first place.  I still keep that foremost in my mind today because, in
accordance with my interpretation of true anonymity/humility, I wouldn’t have what I have today if it
were not for the very basic principle of spiritual living.

As for Reno, my foremost memory was the three-day program of weather that Mother Nature
presented us, coupled with my attendance and smooth operation of the assembly under extremely
adverse conditions.  The redeeming fact was the bright and cheerful attitude of those whose personal
lifestyles were interrupted by not being able to get homeward bound any further than the summit.

Came Phoenix, where I now feel that I was starting to “become of age.”  We had switched from
January to March, and the weather was kind.  I was beginning to enjoy out-of-state treks, sober.  I
was able to recall my stay of three weeks in 1929 at the quaint hotel.  It was there that I met George
Grimstad - important because I had long possessed a tape of his made years before in the middlewest
when he was delegate back there.  The H&I panel, with the Phoenix judge sharing his work, and that
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of A.A. member “Red” and others, with alcoholics in the judicial system.  For the first time in my
A.A. life I learned about Al-Anon when Elsa Chamberlain gave me a half hour of her time.  But,
most important was my first understanding of the Twelve Concepts.  Yes, I had obtained a copy
when they were first available, and read them through and through many times.  But, it wasn’t until
Chuck Chamberlain told us his terrific experience, in story form of how the Concepts were
developed, and why, that I felt like I had a working grasp on them.

In summary, I feel that the Pacific Region A.A. Service Assemblies are the place to be for
anyone who is interested, even a wee bit, in service work.  I have gotten more from my attendance
than all of the other service gatherings I have ever taken in.  PRAASA, to me, is a varied mixture of
the principles of our Twelve Steps, the Unity of our Twelve Traditions, and the heart and soul of our
Twelve Concepts of service.  PRAASAs provide, most of all, the wealth of solid experiences, the
closeness of individualism, and above all, the love, compassion, faith and hope of the Fellowship at
its best.

May God be with all of us, IN SERVICE.       /s/ Win

(Submitted January 1, 1985)
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Gladee Toussaint, Las Vegas, Nevada

I just can’t seem to remember too much about the assemblies.  I know that we did not have a
banquet and seemed to get along very nicely without one.  People got together in fours and sixes and
ate together.

Also, the problem of dual addiction was becoming an issue in 1973.  The delegate from Oregon
and I spoke, saying it would dilute our Program and were much against it.

The Saturday night speaker was Jim Masterson.  His pitch was fantastic on the Three Legacies.
 I was new in Service and was totally in 7th heaven with the service assembly.

Service is still my true love, but I’ve turned it over to new people.  Don’t know if that is too
good, either.

(Submitted January 20, 1985)
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Diane Olsen, Saratoga, California

The Twelfth Annual PRAASA, held March 9, 10, 11, 1979 in Sparks, Nevada, was the first one
at which I was asked to participate.  I was a two-month-old DCM and had never had the privilege of
making a service presentation.

When I received Greg M.’s (Panel 31) loving invitation, I was absolutely overwhelmed. 
Suddenly, for the first time, I felt a part of this wonderful opportunity to live fully called Service,
even though I had been active at the local level as a GSR for two years.

I dove into my topic immediately, which meant that I had to get out the Twelve Concepts
Manual for the first time.  Greg had asked me to talk about Concept Three, The Right of Decision,
and to share how I had explained it to my GSRs and/or to the groups in the local district where I was
DCM.  I was, also, asked to share their reactions.

Preparing the presentation helped me to discover the Concepts and to begin to seriously study
them.  Since then, I have been asked to talk about one Concept or another a number of times and I,
still, love most to talk about Concept Three.

We drove to PRAASA from the Santa Clara Valley where we live.  This proved to be an
adventure since there was a good deal of snow in and around the town of Truckee, and we wondered
at times if we would get through to Sparks.

The minute that we arrived at John Ascuaga’s Nugget Hotel in Sparks, I felt more a part of the
assembly than I ever had before.  I was participating!  I enjoyed giving my presentation and met a
whole host of new friends because of it.  People came and introduced themselves to me afterwards,
and many of them shared how they used Concept Three.  It was the beginning of many wonderful
friendships that grow richer with each passing year.

I have attended every PRAASA since then and was even fortunate enough to be the Program
Chairman for the 1983 Assembly held at the Marriott Hotel in Santa Clara.  I will be participating
again this year as a Panel 35 Delegate from the Northern Coastal Area, and I believe that the moment
of commitment happened when I opened Greg’s letter in February of 1979 and found my first loving
invitation waiting for me.

(Submitted February 14, 1985)
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Eric Bergman, Seattle, Washington

Good morning, Carl!

This is down memory lane with Eric Bergman.  Some of my recollections of the early Pacific
Region AA Service Assembly.

I remember the first one held the last weekend of January 1968 in Fresno, California.  It all
started out rather quietly, but it did not end up all that quietly; because, as I was leaving Fresno on
Saturday night around six o’clock, we were in the midst of a terrible storm.  Fortunately, the AA
Service Assembly, which was called at that time the Western General Service Assembly, was a lot
smoother than the weather at that time. 

It was held that last weekend in January, which was the same weekend that the General Service
Board of Alcoholics Anonymous met in New York.  I wondered, and still wonder, if it was deliberate
that they have it on that weekend, because some who organized the weekend conference may not
have wanted their trustee to attend.  We still wonder if there was some political implications, in all of
the things that were happening in those early days of the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly. 
Regardless of the intent of that first one, we do know that the Pacific Region AA Service Assembly
has grown to be something that is a very vital part of our work in the Pacific Region.  I did manage to
attend and I was the speaker on the Friday night meeting.  It was strange, too, that the speaker for the
Saturday night meeting was Ralph Bruksos who I sponsored in AA.  He was the delegate from
Washington and also a member of my group.  That is something that is very unusual that the speaker
for the Friday night meeting and the Saturday night meeting, for the entire Pacific Region, would be
from the same group.  Pat Sims was chairman of that Friday night meeting and in introducing me she
said she had voted for me to be General Service Board trustee from the Pacific Region.  I remember
when the meeting was over, I met for the first time, Les Echols, who was the delegate from Nevada,
and he said to me, as he stuck out his hand, “I want you to know that I was one that did not vote for
you.”  The highlight for me of that meeting was the fact that at the conclusion of the meeting I
received a standing ovation, but only from four people.  They were four people who were sitting in
the back of the room and who were very dear, close friends of mine, Chuck and Elsa Chamberlain
and Warren and Betty Snyder.

I decided to go to bed early because I had quite a hectic weekend ahead of me.  At midnight I
was piling into bed, I was already into my pajamas, when the telephone rang and on the phone was
Art Kolkmann, the delegate from Southern California.  Art invited me to come to a meeting in Room
313 where a bunch of the AA people in service from around the Region were gathered to talk about
some of the problems in the Area, problems in their Areas and problems in the Region.  So, I
immediately put on my clothes and went down to Room 313.  It was a long, narrow room, I recall,
and there was an empty chair at the end of the room.  Just above the chair was a lamp which was
located in such a way that it reminded me of the old movies where the police department got the
suspects and put them under that lamp and gave them the third degree.  Well, it turned out that I did
not feel that I was being given the third degree.  At the very next chair to the seat that I sat in, was Al
Marineau and as I started to share just a little bit, a whole bunch of people, all at once, started asking
me very specific questions.  Al says, “Wait a minute, now wait a minute.  Let’s not put our General
Service Trustee or Pacific Region Trustee on the spot.  Let’s just take it easy and one at a time, and
we’ll do some sharing.”  I told Al that I didn’t feel that I was being put on the spot, but that I would
try to answer any questions they might have to the best of my ability, and if I didn’t know  the answer
I would tell them and I would do my best to find the answer and bring it back to them at a later date,
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which I did in some cases.  I remember about three o’clock in the morning, when the meeting was
over and I was walking out, Art Kolkmann walked out with me and told me, “Eric, I have never seen
such a masterful job of pouring oil on the troubled waters.”  I wondered what I had done to pour oil
on troubled waters.

Actually, what had happened was that I had decided in my mind that I would take five or ten
seconds, at least, before any attempt was made to answer any questions that were brought up.  And, it
so happened that in almost every case, very few exceptions, in that five or ten seconds somebody else
would want to talk and they would answer the question, or come up with the answers to all of the
questions that had been asked.  And, I would not have to come up with answers to most of the
questions that were on the minds of the people; they answered their own questions, and it was a real
delight.  However, my reputation was intact after coming out of that meeting and I believe that we
made points.  That’s when I found that a good solid principle is, “Never overlook an opportunity to
keep your mouth shut.”

Al Marineau had been very kind to me that particular night and I had my first opportunity to get
to know him.  And then, on the following day, I continued to have conversations with Al Marineau
and found him to be a very exciting, interesting person to know and I’m glad that from that point on I
considered him to be my good, close friend.  I remember some of the articulate people who answered
most of their own questions and it was a delight to meet them.  Jack Oney, who was the delegate
from Southern California, was extremely interesting and well informed on issues.  Les Echols was
another one who had a lot of answers and again, very articulate and knowledgeable in the workings
of this program of Alcoholics Anonymous from the service end.  And there was John, a banker from
Beverly Hills, who later on, I understand, went down the tubes as far as alcohol is concerned; but, he
seemed to have so much on the ball.  And then a fellow, a tall, thin fellow named Jack, who was very
much into institutional work.  Jack had something on his mind and in his craw and that was the “high
salary” he said they paid for the people who were on staff.  I told him that I would investigate the
salaries and I would report back, and I did.  I received a letter from Bill [Wilson] telling me that I
could share this letter with anyone and that we should not expect our people who are on staff at the
General Service Office to work for much lower salaries than others doing the same kind of jobs in
the business world would be receiving in the way of salaries.  Actually, what that would amount to
would be that they would be making gifts, in essence, to Alcoholics Anonymous, far above the limits
proposed by the actions of the General Service Conference in past years.

The Saturday morning was delightful.  I remember seeing Al Marineau and shaking hands with
him.  After Al and I had talked awhile I walked away and there was Rosa Burwell. Rosa Burwell
dressed up in her usual exciting garb said to me, “Eric, did you count your fingers”?  She was
implying that because I was talking to Al Marineau, that Al always had something up his sleeve and
worked in devious ways.  Well, Rosa was always that colorful and she was a delightful person.  Al
Marineau, I found, was not a devious person.  He was just a person who loved AA so much that he
would go to any length to get his view point across.  Later on that same morning, Al Marineau was
the moderator of a meeting.  I don’t remember what the subject was, but Al had three or four people
on his panel.  When it came time for people to ask questions, Al handled all of the questions by
himself, almost without exception.  His panel was not needed because Al did all the talking.  And
again, it was one of those delightful experiences that I learned another great principle from, “It is a
kind thing and a smart thing sometimes not to do so much talking.”  And, that was the end of that
particular morning.

I remember leaving about six o’clock in the evening to go to the airport to catch a flight to San
Francisco from whence I would catch a flight to the city of New York for the General Service Board
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Meeting.  The weather was terrible.  A tremendous thunder storm had come up and all the lights at
the airport, all electricity practically, was out and they were using emergency electricity.  The airport
was dark but, anyway, we managed to get out of the airport, flew to San Francisco.  I had an all night
flight to New York.  Fortunately, the plane was only about one-fourth full so I was able to take three
seats and use that as a bed to sleep pretty much all the way to New York.  I arrived in New York
about six o’clock in the morning, had time to have about a two-hour nap before going to the meeting
of the nominating committee of the General Service Board at nine o’clock.  From there, I was able to
participate in every single meeting of the Board that week and I was also able to report to the Board
at a later time during another meeting, all the things that had transpired, and the great start that had
been made on the first Pacific Region AA Service Assembly.

In 1969, the second Western General Service Assembly was held in Reno.  I missed that one.  It
was again on the same weekend that the General Service Board meeting was held in New York but,
because the airplane connections weren’t as good out of Reno somehow or other, I felt it necessary to
by pass that one and I was fortunate because if I had made it to Reno, I would not have made it to the
General Service Board meeting in New York because of the snow storm and very inclement weather
that year.

But, I was back in 1970 in Phoenix, Arizona and I recall another excellent affair, this time
Pacific Region Assembly.  It had now changed its name.  As I recall, that was the year they changed
it to the Pacific Region and included Idaho as a part.  Now all the Areas of the Pacific Region were
included and it became truly a great experience.  I recall that by this time the Pacific Region
Assembly had reached proportions where we discussed, in advance, all of the things and subjects that
were to be discussed at the General Service Conference in New York, to be held the following April.

We started in 1968, while in New York, during the time I was Pacific Region Trustee, to have a
luncheon meeting of all the delegates from all Areas of the Pacific Region, during our General
Service Conference in New York.  The Pacific Region was the first to do this and since that time all
of the Regions have made this a practice for their delegates to have one luncheon together.  And, they
conduct some of the business as appropriate only to the Regional delegates.  It has made it possible
for the Regional delegates to be better informed and also informed on the thinking of the other
members of their Region on the subjects being discussed at the General Service Conference.

Cliff Walker was at the 1970 Assembly in Phoenix and I recall him giving a talk on the
Traditions.  I have that tape and I just think it was one of the great ones, for he made the Traditions
come alive in a different way than I had heard before.  He didn’t follow the usual format, but he
followed his own particular format for giving his ideas on how the Traditions should be.  And then
Chuck Chamberlain gave a talk, a wonderful talk, on the Concepts and I thought it was excellent for
this reason.  When you talk about the Concepts and you go through them in numerical order from
one through 12, you come to a place that, after about Concept Three - or if you’re talking Traditions,
Tradition Three, you start counting that you’re up to number three, now there’s only nine left to go,
and you come to four and there’s eight left to go, and people are counting down their own way.  And
then they become boring because your mind is concentrating on something else - you’re not
concentrating on what is being said.  Chuck did  not do it that way, he just didn’t go through them by
number.  He covered all the Concepts and I didn’t realize it but somebody who I would consider a
negative type person, said he missed one of the Concepts.  Well, I wasn’t aware that he missed one of
the Concepts, but this one person said that was the worst talk he ever heard Chuck give because he
missed one Concept.  And it shows how people can be nitpicking when, actually, if they had been
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listening properly they would have got some great insight into what the Concepts mean.  I was very
delighted with what Chuck did and I was very grateful that he used this kind of approach to the
Concepts.  It gave me an idea of how I could be more meaningful in my approach to the Concepts,
when I talked to other people, especially in the state of Washington, but also in other parts of the
Pacific Region, or any other place where I might give a talk.

One of the highlights for me of the 1971 Santa Maria, California Assembly was that I spoke at
that meeting, and seated in the audience was Tom Cordona who was a Panel 2 member from Oregon.
 The first year that Oregon was in the General Service Conference since 1952, so he was a first time
member from the Area of Oregon.  As I was talking I lost track of what time I started and how much
time I had left and I made some comment to that effect, and there was Tom Cordona sitting in the
back of the room and he said, “Keep going, never mind the time.”  I thought that was a great
compliment, one of the greatest compliments that I ever received. 

The following morning, Sunday morning, they had the Ask-It-Basket with all the delegates
from the Pacific Region on the platform and they were answering questions that came from the
audience.  All of them were wearing purple ribbons and I remember one fellow from the state of
Washington who made a comment that these guys all looked like they were participants and prize
winners in the Western Washington State live stock exhibit and contests.  And maybe that is the
impression we give people, that we are at least what we would consider big shots, in our own eyes,
when we get up there as a group with all our blue ribbons.  Anyway, it was a good thought that he
came up with.  Maybe we should get away from all the big shotism by wearing a special ribbon and
putting ourselves in the spot, but I still believe that it’s good for the people in each Area to know who
their delegate is, and so I would not change anything.

That was the first time I met Clyde Davis and I found him to be a very interesting person. 
Clyde was a former delegate and I was impressed with the elder statesmanship of this man and how
well he handled himself and how knowledgeable he was, and what good ideas he had for the Service
of Alcoholics Anonymous.

My next fond memory actually jumps to 1973 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  That is the time that I got
to know Al Marineau even better than I had known him before.  We were sitting in the coffee room
and talking for about an hour, hour and a half, sharing, and Al said to me, “Eric, you and I should
have gotten together years ago because we think alike in so many things.”  I remember that my
answer to him on that one was, “Well, we do agree on many things but isn’t it good that we can see
where we agree and concentrate on our times of agreement rather than the places where we are
different and disagree, sometimes to the detriment of AA.”  I had for a long time a very great love for
Al Marineau and realized what a great job he does in carrying the message, especially on a
one-to-one basis in the program of Alcoholics Anonymous.

I was the moderator of a panel presentation at Las Vegas and I introduced some of the people
like Stan Wilsey and Les Echols.  In my opening remarks I quoted two short paragraphs from the AA
Service Manual.  Then I made sure that I would not spend a lot of time in introductions because it
would, in my opinion, take away from what somebody else following them might say, but in spite of
my great care, I remember Les Echols making a comment that I had given away his whole speech by
quoting those two very short paragraphs from the AA Service Manual.  I learned then, in a very
dramatic way that, when I’m ever in the position that I have been introduced and somebody has taken
away the things that I’m going to say, or they have said some of the things that I’m going to say, I see
that rather as a spring board to emphasize the points that I wanted to make.  In other words, I build
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on what the moderator has said, or the MC has said, as he introduces me.  I never will ever take the
negative and try to place the blame on somebody else for usurping my speech, especially when it
isn’t true.  In other words, let’s build on positives and eliminate the negative.

The 1974 assembly was in Boise, Idaho.  This was the first time that Idaho was a participant to
any extent.  They had, up to this time, sent fairly small contingents to the Pacific Region Assembly
but, now it was in their own back yard.  And, it was a great Pacific Region Assembly as, of course,
all of them were.  I remember being on a panel that year, on the same panel with Lois Jacobsen.  That
was the fist time that Lois had been a contributor on a panel at a Pacific Region Assembly and that
was the start for her in this area of Service.

There were other assemblies, but these are the ones from those old days that bring me the fond
memories.  Yes, I remember others, the one in Seattle in ’77, particularly the one in Sparks in ’79,
and of course, in Pocatello in 1985, which was another highlight, and a long drive in bad weather. 
Lots of snow going through the mountain in blizzard conditions, where I couldn’t see the road.  But,
we made it there and we made it back.  It, too, was a wonderful Pacific Region assembly.

God bless you, Carl, as you put together all of these things for the archives.  To you we owe a
great deal of honor and credit for putting together the archives of our beloved Fellowship as it relates
to the Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly.  It is people like you, Carl, that help
to make the reputation the Pacific Region Delegates have of being always the best informed in all of
Alcoholics Anonymous.  And, for what you mean to me personally, and to AA as a whole, please
know of my endless gratitude.

Thank you!

(From a tape received August 17, 1985)
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Anonymous, Hawaii 1989

My name is anonymous and I’m an alcoholic. I’ve been asked to add a few comments to the
PRAASA Archives Memory Lane. By using “I’m anonymous” you may not feel that some of my
comments are ego originated. As I understand the purpose of this section, it is to include some
personal feelings and observations.

The first PRAASA that this alcoholic attended was the 11th which was held right here in 1978.
This wasn’t the first exposure to service for I had been quite active within 60 days after coming to
AA in 1972. PRAASA was, however, a completely new and broadening experience. the door to
better life through service was further opened at the 12th PRAASA in Sparks, Nevada. It was there
that I declared, from the floor, that I was as of then addicted to service. this declaration proved to be a
true prophecy, for I was allowed to progress through various service commitments, including that of
delegate.

PRAASA, in my opinion, provides both the new, as well as the 2nd year delegate, with a great
deal of exposure to upcoming conference material. Further, having the opportunity to work closely
with the other Pacific Region Delegates and trustee enables all to have a better understanding of what
is to be expected in New York. Going to our first General Service Conference each of us thus knew
at least 13 other people.

In looking back at past PRAASA’s we find that a wide variety of subjects have been covered.
Some new topics, of current concern, appear nearly every year. Those that continue to be
troublesome appear time and time again. Also, the manner in which the various subjects are
presented and scheduled, do change.

A recent change, or if you wish an addition, is the round table discussions. These seem to have
become very popular and interest has been expressed that more would be better. While these are very
educational and have generated much interest, isn’t there a danger of limiting the exposure to a
segregated few? The full assembly never has the benefit of the “good things” that are discussed in
these smaller groups. The delegates, who are there in training, cannot have access to all of these
discussions. Possibly each round table could give the assembly a brief recap presenting the most
pertinent subjects covered. But then these would be work shops and no round tables. In any case let’s
try to provide maximum exposure to all in attendance.

PRAASA’s are, I guess, much like AA meetings in that all are good but some we like better
than others. I’m very grateful that these assemblies were available to me, for they have added a
dimension to my sobriety that would have been missing otherwise.

MAHALO NUI LOA for letting me be “a part of.”
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FIGURE A-1(a) The first PRAASA Guidelines— 1972.
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FIGURE A-1(b)  The first PRAASA Guidelines— 1972.
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FIGURE A-1(c) The first PRAASA Guidelines— 1972.
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FIGURE A-2(a)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1975 Revision.
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FIGURE A-2(b)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1975 Revision.
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FIGURE A-2(c)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1975 Revision.
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FIGURE A-3(a)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1976 Revision.
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FIGURE A-3(b)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1976 Revision.
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FIGURE A-3(c)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1976 Revision.
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FIGURE A-4(a)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1977 Revision.
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FIGURE A-4(b)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1977 Revision.



Page A-12 PRAASAAppendix A, Guidelines

FIGURE A-4(c)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1977 Revision.
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FIGURE A-5(a)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1978 Revision.
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FIGURE A-5(b)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1978 Revision.
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FIGURE A-5(c)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1978 Revision.
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FIGURE A-6(a)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1992 Revision.
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FIGURE A-6(b)  The PRAASA Guidelines— 1992 Revision.
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PACIFIC REGION ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS SERVICE ASSEMBLY (PRAASA) GUIDELINES

PRAASA is sponsored by the Areas of the Pacific Region. The Region boundaries are designated in the AA Service
Manual.

PURPOSE

The purpose of PRAASA is to develop greater unity among the members, groups, and Areas of the Pacific Region; to
encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences; and to provide an opportunity for members to discuss pertinent aspects of
AA. The Assembly and the PRAASA committee should always foster the Recovery, Unity and Service legacies of AA.

DELEGATES

The Delegates of the Pacific Region have overall responsibility for implementing the PRAASA. They will meet at the
Conference each year to select, from among the interested Areas, the site for the PRAASA three years ahead. Special
consideration should be given to bids from Areas which have hosted fewer Assemblies than other bidders. The Delegates
select an Advisory Committee which represents the Pacific Region Delegates' in lending continuity and guidance to host
committees in the periods between PRAASA business meetings.

Advance planning is of great importance to an effective PRAASA. Therefore, the Delegate of the next host area shall
announce the name and address of the next PRAASA chairperson at each Assembly business meeting.

GENERAL

The dates for the PRAASA shall be that weekend (Friday through Sunday) which includes the first Friday in March.

1.A business meeting will be scheduled for each Assembly and listed in the program, which will also encourage all AA
members to attend. All AA members in attendance shall have one vote.

a. Minutes and the Uniform Standard Financial Report from the preceding meeting shall be read for approval.
b. Bids shall be submitted from those Areas willing to host the Assembly three years ahead.
c. Motions concerning internal operations of the Assembly should be presented for approval, which will require a majority

of the AA members present and voting. Whenever possible, motions should be submitted to the Assembly
chairperson in sufficient time for inclusion in the registration packet.

2.All current Delegates and the Trustee of the Pacific Region should attend the Assembly, which shall pay the Trustee’s
expense in full.

3.After all expenses have been paid a positive balance may exist. If the balance is 0 to $1500, it will be sent to the
current Delegate of the Area which will host in the second year following. This seed money will be transferred within 60 days
after the close of each Assembly. In the same time span, any excess after taking out the $1500 seed money shall be divided
equally among the next three Assemblies. Any excess transferred to the next three Assemblies shall be a factor in setting the
fee for registration.

It should be the policy of the chairperson to keep the registration fee as low as possible to encourage attendance,
particularly at the local level. A large surplus should be avoided.

4.Include a copy of the PRAASA guidelines with the other pertinent information in the packet given at registration.

CHAIRPERSON

The Assembly chairperson should have a general overall knowledge of AA and experience with conventions, conference
or assemblies will be helpful. He/she should be willing to devote considerable time and effort for a period of about 13 months.
Some of the chairperson’s many responsibilities follow:

1.Make commitments and agreements only for the specific Assembly which he/she chairs.
2.Select an Assembly committee including a secretary, treasurer, and others as needed.
3.Arrange for the meeting place.
4.Determine how housing and transportation will be handled.
5.Produce and mail fliers at least twice, once early (four to six months prior) and again about six weeks prior to the

Assembly date.  The mailing list furnished by the preceding chairman should be kept confidential.
6.Notify Box 459 and the Grapevine, approximately 4 months in advance.
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7.Formulate a program to cover such aspects of AA as the General Service Conference agenda topics and other topics
directly concerning AA.  Only AA members and trustees should participate in the AA program.  GSRs, DCMs, and other
service people who have not been on a PRAASA program should be seriously considered for participation.  Printed programs
shall include, verbatim, the PURPOSE of PRAASA as has been defined elsewhere in these PRAASA Guidelines; for printing
purposes, estimate 2.5 programs for each person expected at the Assembly.

8.Provide literature needed.  Good judgement will be used so that only conference-approved literature, Grapevine
material, local service material and PRAASA tapes may be displayed or sold, but not trinkets or tapes from other meetings.

9.Submit a Uniform Standard Financial Report to the Area Delegates and the Regional Trustee within 90 days from the
close of the Assembly.

10. Turn over to the current Delegate of the next hosting Area a copy of the Uniform Standard Financial Report, a
mailing list and a copy of the business meeting minutes; and maintain a file of all letters, reports, printed matter and other
material pertaining to the Assembly.

11. Direct the treasurer to distribute funds specified in paragraph 3 under General.
12. Implement, under the supervision of the Pacific Region Trustee, the updating of the Assembly history book as

follows:
a. Compile a comprehensive historical report from the time of the bid until the applicable data is

passed to the next hosting Area.
b. Use the same page format as previous Assembly histories.
c. Page numbering will continue from the previous Assembly history.
d. Forward one copy of the historical report to each Area Archives in the Pacific Region or to the

Area Committee if there is no Archives.  This report should be added to the appropriate section of the book
maintained by the Area.

e. Additional memory-lane items and copies of the revised guidelines will be added to their
sections of the Area history book.

f. All memorabilia will be passed to the Archives of the hosting Area to be stored and
maintained by that Archives.  It is part of the Area history.

13. Plan on providing certified interpreters for the deaf. This service will be cancelled if no requests have been
received within a deadline consistent with local practices for this service.

THE END

The foregoing PRAASA Guidelines are updated by direction of the Assemblies through the March 6, 1999 business
meeting, Kailua-Kona, HI.

____________________________________________________________________________________
LIST OF PRAASAS
CNI Fresno ‘68 Sacramento ’87
NV Reno ‘69 Las Vegas ‘73 Reno ‘79 Las Vegas ’86
AZ Phoenix‘70 Tucson ‘76 Tucson ‘91
SC Santa Maria‘71 Bakersfield ‘90
WA Pasco ‘72 Seattle ‘77 Tacoma ‘95
ID Boise ‘74 Pocatello ‘85 Boise '98
UT Salt Lake ‘75 Salt Lake ‘88 Ogden '00
HI Honolulu ‘78 Honolulu ‘89 Kailua-Kona '99
MSC Anaheim ‘80 Torrance ‘93 
AK Anchorage ‘81 Juneau ‘94
OR Portland ‘82 Portland ‘92
CNC Santa Clara ‘83 San Jose ‘96
SDI San Diego ‘84 San Diego ‘97
WSE Spokane '01
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PACIFIC REGION ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS SERVICE ASSEMBLY (PRAASA) GUIDELINES

PRAASA is sponsored by the Areas of the Pacific Region. The Region boundaries are designated in the AA Service
Manual.

PURPOSE

The purpose of PRAASA is to develop greater unity among the members, groups, and Areas of the Pacific Region; to
encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences; and to provide an opportunity for members to discuss pertinent aspects of
AA. The Assembly and the PRAASA committee should always foster the Recovery, Unity and Service legacies of AA.

DELEGATES

The Delegates of the Pacific Region have overall responsibility for implementing the PRAASA. They will meet at the
Conference each year to select, from among the interested Areas, the site for the PRAASA three years ahead. Special
consideration should be given to bids from Areas which have hosted fewer Assemblies than other bidders. The Delegates
select an Advisory Committee which represents the Pacific Region Delegates' in lending continuity and guidance to host
committees in the periods between PRAASA business meetings.  The Delegate of the area whose bid is accepted shall
appoint an archivist for that assembly within 60 days of the close of the Conference.  The archivist will implement, under the
supervision of the Advisory Committee, the updating of the Assembly history book as follows:

a. Compile a comprehensive historical report from the time of the bid until the applicable data is passed to the
next hosting Area.

b. Use the same page format as previous Assembly histories.
c. Page numbering will continue from the previous Assembly history.
d. Forward one copy of the historical report to each Area Archives in the Pacific Region or to the Area Committee

if there is no Archives.  This report should be added to the appropriate section of the book maintained by the Area.
e. Additional memory-lane items and copies of the revised guidelines will be added to their sections of the Area

history book.
f. All memorabilia will be passed to the Archives of the hosting Area to be stored and maintained by that

Archives.  It is part of the Area history.
Advance planning is of great importance to an effective PRAASA. Therefore, the Delegate of the next host area shall

announce the name and address of the next PRAASA chairperson at each Assembly business meeting.

GENERAL

The dates for the PRAASA shall be that weekend (Friday through Sunday) which includes the first Friday in March.

1. A business meeting will be scheduled for each Assembly and listed in the program, which will also encourage all AA
members to attend. All AA members in attendance shall have one vote.

a. Minutes and the Uniform Standard Financial Report from the preceding meeting shall be read for approval.
b. Bids shall be submitted from those Areas willing to host the Assembly three years ahead.
c. Motions concerning internal operations of the Assembly should be presented for approval, which will require a

majority of the AA members present and voting. Whenever possible, motions should be submitted to the Assembly
chairperson in sufficient time for inclusion in the registration packet.

2. All current Delegates and the Trustee of the Pacific Region should attend the Assembly, which shall pay the Trustee’s
expense in full.

3. After all expenses have been paid a positive balance may exist. If the balance is 0 to $1500, it will be sent to the
current Delegate of the Area which will host in the second year following. This seed money will be transferred within 60 days
after the close of each Assembly. In the same time span, any excess after taking out the $1500 seed money shall be divided
equally among the next three Assemblies. Any excess transferred to the next three Assemblies shall be a factor in setting the
fee for registration.

It should be the policy of the chairperson to keep the registration fee as low as possible to encourage attendance,
particularly at the local level. A large surplus should be avoided.

4. Include a copy of the PRAASA guidelines with the other pertinent information in the packet given at registration.



Page A-22 PRAASAAppendix A, Guidelines

CHAIRPERSON

The Assembly chairperson should have a general overall knowledge of AA and experience with conventions,
conference or assemblies will be helpful. He/she should be willing to devote considerable time and effort for a period of about
13 months. Some of the chairperson’s many responsibilities follow:

1. Make commitments and agreements only for the specific Assembly which he/she chairs.
2. Select an Assembly committee including a secretary, treasurer, and others as needed.
3. Arrange for the meeting place.
4. Determine how housing and transportation will be handled.
5. Produce and mail fliers at least twice, once early (four to six months prior) and again about six weeks prior to the

Assembly date.  The mailing list furnished by the preceding chairman should be kept confidential.
6. Notify Box 459 and the Grapevine, approximately 4 months in advance.
7. Formulate a program to cover such aspects of AA as the General Service Conference agenda topics and other topics

directly concerning AA.  Only AA members and trustees should participate in the AA program.  GSRs, DCMs, and other
service people who have not been on a PRAASA program should be seriously considered for participation.  Printed programs
shall include, verbatim, the PURPOSE of PRAASA as has been defined elsewhere in these PRAASA Guidelines; for printing
purposes, estimate 2.5 programs for each person expected at the Assembly.

8. Provide literature needed.  Good judgement will be used so that only conference-approved literature, Grapevine
material, local service material and PRAASA tapes may be displayed or sold, but not trinkets or tapes from other meetings.

9. Submit a Uniform Standard Financial Report to the Area Delegates and the Regional Trustee within 90 days from the
close of the Assembly.

10. Turn over to the current Delegate of the next hosting Area a copy of the Uniform Standard Financial Report, a
mailing list and a copy of the business meeting minutes; and maintain a file of all letters, reports, printed matter and other
material pertaining to the Assembly.

11. Direct the treasurer to distribute funds specified in paragraph 3 under General.
12. Plan on providing certified interpreters for the deaf. This service will be cancelled if no requests have been

received within a deadline consistent with local practices for this service.
13. Plan on providing professional translators for Spanish-speaking participants.  This service will be cancelled if

no requests have been received within a deadline consistent with local practices for this service.

THE END

The foregoing PRAASA Guidelines are updated by direction of the Assemblies through the March 4, 2000 business
meeting, Ogden UT.

____________________________________________________________________________________

LIST OF PRAASAS

CNI Fresno ‘68 Sacramento ’87 Fresno ‘02
NV Reno ‘69 Las Vegas ‘73 Reno ‘79 Las Vegas ’86 Reno ‘03
AZ Phoenix ‘70 Tucson ‘76 Tucson ‘91

SC Santa Maria‘71 Bakersfield ‘90
WA Pasco ‘72 Seattle ‘77 Tacoma ‘95
ID Boise ‘74 Pocatello ‘85 Boise '98
UT Salt Lake ‘75 Salt Lake ‘88 Ogden '00
HI Honolulu ‘78 Honolulu ‘89 Kailua-Kona '99
MSC Anaheim ‘80 Torrance ‘93 
AK Anchorage ‘81 Juneau ‘94
OR Portland ‘82 Portland ‘92
CNC Santa Clara ‘83 San Jose ‘96
SDI San Diego ‘84 San Diego ‘97
WSE Spokane '01
CC



APPENDIX B

Historic Roster
of

Pacific Region Delegates

This roster is maintained by Al Hendricks, Southern California Area.  It can be kept current by sending information of
address changes, etc to:

Al Hendricks
4117 Deacon Road
Bakersfield, CA 93307-2319
(805) 366-4592




